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Three dead, 61 wounded in 
bomb blast in Algeria 

ALGIB^ ( A)^ — llnee people were lolled sod 61 woe 
wounded in a bo^ oqilosiMi eady Monday at a marist sear 
dK nonhwea Algerian town d* Mascara, die secutipr services 
annoutiftirf in a rn mniimiq ii^ ^i> nffirial fastied ear- 

Ikr said two bad been killed and 46 n^ured. Four diose 
wounded by the bexae-made bomb at Qim mortew were in 
"seikiiis condilkxC de ixeviots cooimunique said "Tbe 
rity services aoco^^s^ied by dv3 pioiecdoo rescue servm 
wem to die scene immediatdy to bc^ care and necessary aid 
redie victims of tins cnnnzial act," die rext said The area 10 die 
west cf Alters has been the man theatre of violence Uarned 
on Islarnisis who bsve lost nust of their bases in Miik^a, close 
to die cental, m secuiiiy sweqis. On Sqx. 22, a hrenennade 
bomb exploded at a TpaAet in Tiaret, IdDing 27 peajde and 
injuring 12S, according to the last t^Scial figures. 
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says ready to act against Syria if dipiomacy faiis 


(Agencies) — 
_^._y*s and Syria's nHgfr - 
^^i^Sou^Mond^ 
3^-a'crias diat th^ f^red 
. cpi^ engulf the Middle East 
& war; ^lile Thrkey said bs 
aaned fbiires wens rrady ^ 
iytfKt Syria dxxikl d^ona- 
cy6SL 

Thrieey accuses Syria ctf 
^irfigtng Kutdisb rebels, 
iBbating diem to keep balding 
Turkey, fiom aoss-bonfer 
ba^ afts’ largely being neu- 
tolised on their home D^. 

•<VM5 are a counny that loves 
pRace," s^ Gen. Ilhan Kilie, 
dpef of the air force. *But we 
i^-DOC let our natimal inteiests 
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ftesideot Suleyman 
Peomd echoed the penreful 
part of dK.geiietal*s message. 

want DO wai;" be sakL 
■Ibdo^s Sabah drdfy report- 
ed Monday Oiat die Ihri^ 
a^ has coofileted plans for 
natitaty action 
Syria with the first 
of the aro^’s plans 
incfai&ig an air strike on Syzi- 
nicaiioiy. 

Ibece - was no immediate 
coofionatioa or denial of the 
report fiom civilian or mUitaiy 
sources bem 

The oewspapa; however, 
said Toda^ had readied plans 
for air strikes on Syria's arzd- 
aiiaaft de&nces if Daoiascus 
did not rEoounce its alleged 
.soppprt^.fir acthtities by 
‘ rebels. 

Tlte can for strikes on 
Syriah iiil;^ military airports 
ai^ od^mstallarions as well 
asm^Sesli^ thefolauacfaing 
,-lbe-d^ said. 

and Egyptian Prea- 
Hosoi Mub£^ are K> 
talks l\iesd^ in Ankara 
seek a soluticm to the crisis. 
Stations between Ihrirey 
Syria have ahva^ been 
■r^ttpidilesoaie. Damascus is 
.'-rutiea^ with Ankara's (tos to 
~;b^ dams on the Ei^^irates 
-vldviei; a key source of water 
lx Sjna, whDe Ibrkey acxtis- 
es -Damascus of having 
on a T iirici<Ji border 
: province, Hatay, Much has a 
asUe Aid? pcqxilatiraL 
Syria also fels threatened 
by the bttisteri^ militaiy and 
(fipkiffiatic ties between 
IhrioeyandJIstad. 

' Ttario^ has rarely used 



such harsh rhetoric « g?wfi st 
Damascus. Turicey's lou^ 
stance against Syria ^ipeas 
part of a push to end a 14-year- 
old KindSsh insurspocy thar 
has killed 37,000 people. 

The Tbzldsh army has be ftn 
fdativdy successful in fighr- 
iQg the autcmotiiy-seekif^ 
rebels in southeastern Tbikey. 
forcing them into neighbour- 
ing Iraq. It has also carried out 
fiequent incursiQns into nrwrh- 
em Iraq. 

It has not been able to eradi- 
cate the rebels, bowevec 

Acconhi^ to Murat Kaniy- 
aldn, bead the parliament's 
fixeign lelatiCXlS enmmigdfin 
the source of the problem Iks 
in Syria. 

‘Tt is extremely diffinih to 
reach success against teiTorism 
as long as it is nnitridviri by a 
nd^ibouiing coun&y." Kaz^ 
alcEi said, rearing to Syria. 

Cengjz f^nvW a commen- 
tator for Tlitkey's Sabah daily, 
said any mflitaiy move \s^ 
Ibrk^ vvould trigger a chaiii- 
reactioa in the Arab Worid 
because ofTbikQr’s close ida- 
tionriup whh Isi^ 

"An Arab countries w£Q 
moltilise akxig with Syria," 
Candar wrote on Mondty. 

Egypt, Iran and Jordan have 
offered to medate in the crisis. 

Ahbou^ TUd^ new^ia- 
peis tainted increased no- 
tary activity along the border, 
tfaae was no foot^ of such a 
i«nfon»nem on news broad- 
casts, vritich were limited to 
interviews with Turkish truck- 
ers at the Syrian header. They 
rqxaled mmimal military 
on the Syriaii^siti^ 

Seyfi Tasihan, heal of the 
Ankara-based FixeigQ £Mplo- 
macy Institute, noted Turin's 
get-tough dec^on ocHocided 
with the recent U.S. airstrikes 
against suspected terrorism 
camps. 

*The U.S. attadcs on sus- 
pected tenorist targets in 
Sudan and A^bamstan have 
become an example for 
Tmkey,”Tashan told die Asso- 
ciated Press. 

A nwlitary ofiBco; SpealODg 
on conditioo of anenymity, 
said Tbdo^ has dte cignbility 
K) stage {XjqiQini air raids in 
the Syrian-omtntiled Bekaa 
^^lDey of Ldiancn, where it 
reports idtel can^. 


Mubarak puts home agenda on 
hold to settle Turkey-Syria crisis 


CAIRO (AFP) — EgDptian Residezit Hosni 
Mubarak has dropped plans to «tiwid a cere- 
mony T\iesd^ trteddng die 2Sth anniversaiy 
of die 1973At^IscadiwartDfly(DAnk2aaio 
help settfe a diqxite between Syria and 'Ikkey. 

'Hk i^vemment Al Jomhuriya new^Jtqier, 
confinnittg reports from Ankara, reported 
Monday itat Mubarak will fly to Tbr)^ on 
l\iesday for talks widi Pterident Sul^nnan 
Demiiel aftx a similar peace missiai Sarenlay 
to Damascus. 

‘Tuesd{Qr*s infbnnation rainistiy ceremoi^ 
markii^ ^ October victeiy vriiich was to be 
attended President Mubarak and the first 


lady is atyduzned to >Msdnesday," the Egyptian 
news agency MENA said. 'Hnus fbangg is to 
allow f« new engagemeois in die prerideot’s 
sdiedule.” 

On OcL 6, 1973, ^yptian armed forces 
crossed the Suez Canal and recaptured pans of 
the Sinai peninsula which had been occupied 
by Israel ance the June 1967 war. 

Since Saturday, h^banak has wocked 
around the October 1973 war commemoration 
ceremonies to tackle the Thriddi-Syrian ctias, 
amid r^iorts (^alUikish tio(^ buikkip on the 
border widi Syria. 

He paid an unscheduled visit to Saudi Arabia 
Staurday to (flscuss die situation widi Kizig 
Fabd and on SuD^y flew to Daonascus where 
be bdd two zounds (Stalks with Syrian Rnesi- 
dent Hafez Assad. 

Mubarak tr^ Assad the dispute should be 
resolved diakigue, dSscusskm and coni^ 
not by armed force and threats,” Egyptian Foe- 
eign Minister Amr Musa told repomeis in 
Damascus. 


"A pos^OQ of Arab sdidarity with Syria is 
not hostile to Thdcey, but tmaons bexween 
them could harm relations between all the 
nations in the regum,” he said. 

Syrian Foreign Nfinister Fatouk Al Sharaa 
said his country waned to resolve the tension 
with Thdtey 'ty diplooiatic dialogue and hoc 
by dueats." He also expressed dismay saying 
"nothing new” had ocoured to fod ^ crias 
between the two neigffoours whose relations 
have been traditionally strained. 

In an interview wfoi Al Hayar newspaper 
published Monday. Mubarak warned dot a 
Thridsh military strike j^ gaingf Syria would 
piovolte an ‘imending’' cycle of reactions and 
counttr-reactioos. 

'1 hope diere will not be ai^ cttifi oniarinn . 
Syria is a bfotber-counoy and diere are saoqg 
botxls linking us to Thri^,” Mubardc said 

‘T sent a message toTuridsb PresideDE Sul^- 
man Demirel deilmg with dtis very sensitive 
issue and X told him that war would mean the 
beguuung of an unending cycle of reactions 
and counter-reactions," Mubarak said: 

Thritey has systematic^y accused Syria 
backing KurdLsb rebels and the two have been 
at odds over the waters of the Euphrates and 
Oentes rivers. 

But ties worsened after 1996 Mien TUtkey 
agned a iralitaty cooperation pact widi Israd, 
setting off a verb^ war of words fiom Syria. 

Arab countries, spearheaded by ^ypt, and 
non-Arab Iran have been supportive of Syrian 
fears that the 1996 Israeli-Tliridsh nuliiaiy 
accord could derail the Middle East peace 
process and trigger instabiliiy in die i^cm. 


Regent, Demirel discuss 
means to defuse crisis 


AMMAN (Peti3) — His 
Royal Hi^mess Crown 
Prince Has^n, the Regent, 
Monday with 

Turkish President Suley- 
man Demirel the lat^ 
developments in the crisis 
between Syria and Turkey, 
and conveyed to him Ills 
Majesty King Hussein's 
deep concern that the ten- 
sion be defused and 
resolved through diplomat- 
ic means in the interest of 
Arabs and Muslims. 

During a telephone call 
be made to the ‘Riikish 
president Monday morn- 
ing, Prince Hassan stressed 
diae Che crisis must be 
solved through a diplomar- 
ic solution that ensures 
good neighbourly relations 
between foe two Muslim 
countries. 

The Regent also 
expressed Johan’s pre- 
dation for all efforts b^g 
exerted to defuse foe ten- 
sion and resolve foe crisis 
through dialogue, under- 
lining Jordan's prindpled 
position that conflicts must 
be resolved through peace- 
ful means and in a manner 
chat upholds foe principle 
of non- intervention in the 
internal affairs of sover- 



eign states. 

Prince Hassan urged 
more efforts to resolve foe 
crisis without resorting to a 
military confirontation, 
emphasising Jordan's 
readiness to offer its ser- 
vices to achieve this pur- 
pose and save foe re^oc 
from a new catastrophe 
that would threaten A^ 
and Muslim interests. 

On his part. President 
Demirel said iWkey wants 
to see an end to all kinds of 
support to foe Kurdish 
Lalrour Party (PKK) so 
that it will no longer "carry 
out its terrorist operations 
against foe 'Diritisfa peo- 
ple." He said these acts are 


resulting in tremendous 
pressure on the Turidsh 
people as well as in foe 
killing of innocent Muslim 
T\itks. 

£)emirel said foe world 
community must realise 
foe high human toll of the 
PKK operations against 
the Turkish people, adding 
that foe TurUsh position is 
based on intemational law 
and legitimacy. 

Demirel inquired about 
foe health of His Majesty 
King Hussein, wishing him 
a speedy and complete 
recovery and a safe return 
home. 



militants for at least 18 months 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
insisted Monday foat there 
was no basis to Turkish 
changes diat Syria is har- 
bouring Kurdish rebels of 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) in parts of Lebanon 
its troops conCzoL 

There have not been any 
[Kurfosh] partisans or mem- 
bers of the Kurdish Labour 
Party in Lebanon for at least 
a year and a half, following 
measures taken by Lebanon 
and Syria," Foreign Minister 
Fazes Bweiz said. 

Ihikey’s charges and men- 
acing warnings to Syria over 


its alleged harbouring of 
PKK bases are "unjustiSed” 
and "disturbing," be said. 

The PKK did enjoy opes 
use of a craimng camp at 
Helwdi in the Bekaa Valley 
just two kilometres fiom foe 
Syrian bolder in eastern 
Lebanon. 

But twelve years after its 
c^reoing in 1980, the PKK 
were forced to leave the 
canqi in May 1992 following 
an agreement between Dam- 
ascus and Ankara reached 
during a visit the foen 
Turkish fordgn minister. 

The camp was firat handed 


over to foe Democratic From 
for foe liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) before being 
taken over by the Lebanese 
army four months later. 

PKK officials say foat hun- 
dreds of foe party’s activists 
and politick commissars 
were trained in foe camp 
before its closure. 

But they insisted that all 
PKK members, had been 
withdrawn to camps in 
mainly Kurd^h areas of 
south-eastern Turicey and 
Dortbera Iraq where the PKK 
is actri'e. 

Since the camp's closure. 


PKK leader AbduIIab 
Ocalan has cootioued rohold 
news conferences in 
Lebanon. 

Journalists imrited to 
attend are summoned to an 
address in Brirut to be taken 
to foe PKK leader at an 
undisdosed location. 

These news conferences 
have tended to be held in foe 
Bar Elias region close to the 
Lebanese headquartexs of 
Syrian milztaiy intelligence. 

Ocalan has also granted 
interviews to Beirut newspar 
pecs, particularly foe mass 
circulation daily Al Nahar, 


tNit foey are never conducted 
iaceto&ce. 

A newspaper wishing to 
interview foe PKK lead^ is 
required to send foe ques- 
tions and receive the answers 
duough a courier assigned 
foe PKK. 

The last PKK demonstra- 
tion in Lebanmi was held on 
June 2, 1997 and led tp a 
stem rebuke fiom Lebanese 
leaders. 

The leader of the PKK's 
military wing, Halil Atac, 
gave a news conference in a 
private home in part of tl:^ 
mainly Shiite souihetg gu^. 


uibs of Beirut controlled by 
foe Lebanese Islamist group 
Hifoollah. 

The PKK would "conduct 
operations against Israeli tar- 
gets in Istwbul and else- 
wfaere in Tuik^ as well as 
agmnst enemy U.S. inter- 
ests," be told reporters. 

Atac's remaiks prompted a 
Stem rebuke from Lebanese 
President Bias Hrawi, who 
called on security forces to 
"put an end to the lapses 
which have allowed a Kur- 
individual to pose all 
tnanner of tiireats to 
Lebanon." 


government apologises for any mistreatment of foreign 
ferkers, to continue drive to organise labour market 


: V ’. By Tareq Ayyoub 

rj^jMAN — The govem- 
on Monday apolo- 
'•^ed for any possible mis- 
t^omteut tfa^ Asian foreign 
. WQsj&is may have encouo- 
. teii^' during last week's 
v^a^l^wti on iU^al 
Ijfo^irers and descril^ 
that police used 
fmetiiods' during foe 
^ as only "individual 
acts' which would not be 
- tepiraf^" 

_ Inforoation Minister 
Nasstf . Judeh and Interior 
Miizist^ NsQzef Qadi told a 
hews donfeience, however, 
foe govemroent would con- 
foine its drive to organise 
foe labour market by 
^!^ozicing existing legisla- 

'’^Qadi said; up to one mil- 
.UtML .foc^gnm, mainly 
Syrians and 
many working 
fllj^ally, — were living in 
fotrian, but only 62,(XX) had 
residence permits, 
b'fens of Asians, mainly 
^dipmos, Sri T .gnkflnfi and 
' Thriiang who were rounded 
ifo late on Wednesday com- 
plaioed foey were mistreat- 
ed timing foe crackdown 
. 'and were detained without 
. ^ing allowed to cootact 
employers. 

■Most said fot^ were taken 
fo. police stations even 
dibu^ they possessed legal 
wotioDg papers and foe 


Pbilipfunes ambassador to 
Jordan, Ruperto Dizon, said 
he had complained to foe 
Foreign Mimstiy about foe 
-mistre^ent" of several 
of his nwonals who were 
detained. 

"The whole government 
apologises for any problem 
or disturbances thu mi^t 
have occurred," Judeh said. 
"But we will not apologise 
for implementing the law to 
organise foe labour market 
because organisation is 
needed," he added. Tf indi- 
vidual acts occurred, foen I 
am sorry." 

Qadi said foat foe crack- 
down will ensure foe di^- 
ty and rights of all foreign 
workers and also 

over foe reported inci- 
dents and said foe govern- 
ment was in contact with 
foe countries of these 
to explain foe 
recent measures. 

"If such a thing happened 
we apologise for it and our 
agencies apologise as well. 
I promise foat such individ- 
ualistic acts will not be 
repeated,” the minister told 
journalists. 

T will not describe what 
happened as an arrest or 
detention. The time where 
detentions took place [in 
Jordan] has gone. What 
h^^ed was merely a 
questiofuog process about 
whether these workers pos- 
sessed legal work and resi- 


dence permits," Qadi 
added. 

"The raids targeted places 
where foreign workers are 
assembled in tbe capital. 
Police went to their houses 
and questioned them about 
their work and residence 
documents," he said. 

The minister said foat ille- 
gal workers will be given 
enough time, two weeks to 
one month, to correct their 
status in the country "and if 
they fail, foen they will be 
deported." 

"We will continue our 
campaign to oiganise the 
labour market in foe coun- 
try." said foe minisier. but 
"we will not harm any for- 
eign worker who lives and 
works here legally" he 
added. 

"What is required now 
from foreign workers and 
their employers is to correct 
their legal status in foe 
Kingdom." foe minister 
said. 

“What we are targeting 
are those who enter^ the 
countty as visitors or 
tourists and remained in ^ 
country for woiit.'* the min- 
ister noted. 

Qadi said foat Jordan has 
a “frigh tenin g numbers” of 
foreigners who add more 
difficulties to its economic 
plight and increase unem- 
ployment, which ranges 
from 17 to 27 per cent, 
among Jordanians. 



Minister of Interior Nayef Qadi and Minister of Informatkm Nasser Joddi address 
the media in Amman on Monday about a campaign to organise the labour market in 
Jordan (Koto by Yousef ’Allan) 


Judeh said in tbe past sev- 
eral days, tbe total number 
of woxkeis who sought to 
obtain residence and work 
permits jumped up from 
56,000 to 62,(XX). 

Tbe interior minister 
noted that Iraqis were 
accorded special treatment 
because of foe crisis in Iraq. 

"Our Iraqi brethren will 
be subjected to maximum 
care because we view foeir 
existence here from a 


human point of view," foe 
nunister said. 

"There are woriters who 
we will discuss their cases 
one by one without any dis- 
crimination. There is a 
humane angle for this issue 
which we will take into 
consideration.” Qadi added. 

Qadi said govemmeot 
records iodjeated that 

426.000 Egyptians, 

130.000 Syrians, 110,000 
Iraqis,. 2312 - Sudanese^ 


3,689 Lebanese and 10341 
Palestinians have entered 
the country and still lives in 
tbe country. 

He addkl that foe list 
includes also 3335 Sri 
Lankans, 1,686 Indians, 
963 Banglad^hi and 1,013 
Turidsh nationals ^ve 
entered foe country. 

The minister said DO figures 
were available for those who 
are woridng and living in the 
countty illegally. 


Tarawneh: King 
starts stage 
of 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
returned home Monday 
concluding a short visit to 
foe U.S. where he met with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and was reassured of his 
health. 

Tarawneh said King Hus- 
sein returned to Mayo Clin- 
ic where be started foe 
fourth stage of chemothera- 
py treatmenL 

In a statement to Jordan 
Television upon arrival, 
Tarawneh stressed foat the 
King enjoys good health 
and high morale and foat he 
is responding well to foe 
treatmenL 

*The fourth cycle has 
already been started as 
scheduled and foe ”ing is in 
gocxl sh^ and bis morale 
is so high. He gave us direc- 
tives and we came here 
with a lot to do," said 
Thrawneb. 

Tarawneh noted foat be 
reviewed with King Hus- 
sein a number of issues 
which foe goveniment is 
planning to tackle, particu- 
larly poverty and unem- 
ploymenL 

He also said tiiat he 
briefed foe King on His 
Rc^al Highness Crown 
PriKe Hassan's meetings 
with representatives of var- 
ious national and political 


institatioqa - a^ .organisa- 
tioos. • • 

In addition, he said, he 
briefed King Hussein on 
foe government's measures 
and plans to implement the 
King's directives included 
in the Royal Letter of Des- 
ignation. 

Tarawneh said foat King 
Hussein is following foe sit- 
uation in the Kingdom and 
is ‘always in contact with 
Prince Hassan, die Regent 

In reply to a question on 
U.S. Seoetary of State 
Madeleine Albright's visit 
to foe region, the prime 
minister said: ‘There is a 
sense of optimisip and it 
seems that fo^ reached to a 
mature stage on the fiiU 
package — of course — 
foey are not referring only 
to what we call foe 13 per 
cent territory dimension but 
there are so many other 
issues within tire package 
and I think we are in foe 
drafting stage now. But 
drafting itself is not an easy 
task." 

He added: 'There are a 
lot of details and we have to 
approach an appropriate 
language to conclude this 
ch^ter and we have always 
to remind ourselves that 
tins chapter is not foe final 
chapter. It is only foe b egin . 
ning of foe final chapter.” 
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udanese talks on humanitarian 


ceasefire extension postponed 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
Sudanese govemmem and 
southern rebels have post- 
poned a meeting thu was to 
have opened in Nairobi on 
Monday to discuss extending 
a humanitanan ceasefire, the 
Kenyan foreign minisny 
announced. 

No new date has been set a 
ministry spokesman said, 
adding that the delay “was 
decided by oil sid^ con- 
cerned." 

Major General Hassan 
Osman Dhahawe, Sudan's 
miuister of state for social 
planning, was quoted by the 
Sudanese press Monday as 
saying such a meeting could 
not be held while fighting 
was going on in the southern 
state of E^i Equatoria. 

Khartoum has accused 
Eritrea and Uganda of 
deploying forces in the East 
Equatoria region of south- 
eastern Sudan when? the 
SPLA launched an offensive 
two weeks ago. 

On Thursday, Khartoum 
decided to temprararily sus- 
pend all humanitarian flights 
to the south of the country. 


where government and allied 
forces are fighting rebels of 
the Sudanese People's Liber- 
atioQ Army (SPLAl and 
where civilians have faced 
famine for several months. 

However. humanitarian 
sources in Nturobi said the 
suspension, which lasted 
only one day, was due to 
administrative matters and 
had nothing to do with the 
postponement of the meet- 
ing. 

^e Nairc^i meeting, 
called for by the Unit^ 
Nations, bad been agreed at 
peace talks in Addis Ababa 
under the aegis of the Imer- 
Govemment^ Authority on 
[)evelopment (IGAD). and 
was to have discussed 
e.xtending a ceasefire, cur- 
rently set to expire Oct. 15. 

The SPLA in inid-Juiy 
announced a three-month 
“humanitarian truce" in the 
area worst hit by famine. 
Bahr A1 Gfaazal in the soudi- 
wesL to facilitaie the delivery 
of international aid. and the 
government responded by 
declaring a truce for the 
entire southern region. 


Dhahawe, who is in charge 
of relief operations in the 
region, said his ^vemment 
“telieves that it is not suit- 
able to discuss an extension 
of the ceasefire" while two 
IGAD member states, Ugan- 
da and Eritrea, “are accused 
by the Sudanese government 
of planning and participating 
in the current fighting in East 
Equatoria." Tlie official also 
charged that the SPLA has 
been “exploitmg" the cease- 
fire by moving its fighters 
from Bahr A1 Ghazal to East 
Equatoria 

He said his government 
would discuss tte ceasefire 
and humanitarian issues with 
the United Nations “after the 
current fighting in East 
Equatoria is resolved and the 
Sudanese territories are 
cleared of hirelings and mer- 
cenaries." 

The Khartoum government 
has lodged a complaint with 
the UJ'l. Securi^ Council 
against Uganda and Eritrea 
over tile alleged intervention. 

The president of the Coor- 
dination Council for South- 
ern Sudan, ftxmer rebel Riek 


Machar, was quoted by the 
Aiwan daily as saying the 
govemmeot bad information 
that the SPLA was preparing 
an offensive in Bahr A1 
GhazaL 

Reganfing the humanitari- 
an situation, he said: “In the 
absence of a ceasefire, the 
relief operations will not stop 
altogetter but will not be as 
they were during the past 
three months." 

The Nairobi meeting was 
to have been chmred by Nor- 
wegian diplomat Tom 
Vraalsen. U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan's spedal 
envoy to Sudan. 

The ceasefire, which b^an 
during the now-ended rainy 
season, allowed intemafional 
agencies to organise a mas- 
rive airiift bringing food and 
aid to famine victims. 

The conflict pitting tiie 
mainly Oiristian and animist 
south against tire Islamic mfl - 
iiary regime in Khartoum has 
clanned b^ween one 
and 1.5 mUlion lives, directly 
or uKfirectly through fomine 
and disease, in Sudan since 
1983. 


Algeria 
holds joint 
manoeuvres 
with U.S. 


ALGIERS (API — The 
U.S.S. Mitscher. a destroyer 
with America's Sixth Fleet, 
was leaving Algiers Monday 
alter a three-day stopovo- that 
included joint manoeuvres — 
the first such operation since 
this nation's independence in 
1961 

The Sunday aero-naval 
manoeuvres. 40 Idlooietres off 
the coast of Sidi Fred], west of 
the capital, included search 
and rescue operations with the 
Algerian na^ 7 . Mcve than 430 
members of the Algerian navy 
took pan. officials srid. 

■TTie joint manoeuvres come 
amid what appears to be 
warming diplomatic and com- 
mercial ties between the Unit- 
ed States and this North 
.African nation, rich in gas and 
oil but long considered a pre- 
serve of its former colonial 
ruler, France. 

The Froich-language daily 
El Watan said die manoeuvres 
undeiscored “the deepening 
degree of .Algerian-Amedcan 
relations." NATO's sotafaem 
European Commander. Adm. 
T. Joseph Lopez paid a rare 
visit over the summer to 
.Alders. 

A delegation of the Ameri- 
can-AIgerian chamber of 
commerce recently visited 
Algiers, opening an office 
here, a sign that foreign con- 
cerns which have largely 
shunned Algeria over the past 
six years are reassessing. 


Afghanistan’s 1 998 opium output 


grows 16 per cent — U.N. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Opium production in 
Afghanistan grew 16 percent to 
more than 3JOO tonnes tins 
year, a United Naticns study 
said Monday. 

The study by the United 
Nations' drugs control |XO- 
gramme shov^ an estimated 
63.674 hectares of poppies, 
ficnn which opium is d^ved, 
were cultivated during the 1997- 
1998 season, die study said. 

Tlie total land used tor cultiva- 
tion during ihe period was up 
nine per cent from the previous 
year, it added 


Basing its total productioQ 
estimates on powers' own pre- 
harvest pcojectkxis, the United 
Nations put tins year's opium 
yield at around 3339 tonnes. 

The ruling Taleban Islamic 
militia control about 96 per cent 
of the counny's opium harvest, 
the Ul«l.iep^ said. 

The mQitia has e?q»Dded its 
area of control over the country 
in recent rocntbs to more dian 
80 per cent with the oj^nritioa 
aHianoe in <£saony. 

Tbe Nggest inaeases in 
opium output were in Baghlan 
province, which registered a 


184 per cent rise, and in Kancter 
har and Nangaifaar prorinces, 
tiie U14. programme said in its 
fifth anm^ Import 
Bagfilan in the counby's north 
was until August tins year under 
the control of the anti-Taleban 

allianrp. uDtfl the Tdamip mili- 
tia's wave of militaiy vdctcdes, 
Kandahar, in the soiffi, and 
easteni Nangaifaar have been 
under Taldban ocnixol since 
1996 and together account for 
about 72 per cent of 
Afghanistan's c^mim produc- 
tkm. 




BUSTED: A Palestiiiiaii Monday with his hands against a wall in the Isi^eli^ontrolled sector of H ^ron 
as Israeli paratroopers check his identity papers. The »«an was .stopped and questioned for beiiig on the street 
during a curfew whidi hny been imposed on Hebron since a ^%nade attack lart week which le ft a lmort a doxra 
Israeli soldiers lightly wounded. U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright arrives today to try and pave the 
way for a summit meeting in Washing ton between Israeli and Palestinian leaders (Iteiiters photo) 


Turkish-Syrian border town calm amid row 


AKCAKALE (R) — Despite 
a growing row between Dan> 
ascus and Ankara, Turkish 
villagers on the Syrian border 
brushed off fears of conflict 
on Moni^y and said tiiere 
was no extra military activity 
along the fixmtier with Syria. 

Turkish army and civilian 
officials have made repeated 
veiled tineats of notary 
action against Syria over its 
alleged support for TVukish 
Kurd rebels fighting for self- 
rule in southeast Tbd^. 

' 10(6 is coutinuiog as uot- 
mal here. We do not expect 
anything to haj^ien,” said Isa 
Aygol, a resident of the main- 
ly edifficaljy Arab town of 
Akcakale, fiiom where the 
Syrian ride of the border is 


cleady visible. 

Turkish newspapers have 
reported the tranrier of mili- 
tary equipment and troops to 
tiie border area, and recon- 
nflisjaneft nussions by low- 
fl^g Turidrii air fonre jets 
along the 877 kiloineties 
fiontiec 

There was no rign of mili- 
tary activity on ro^ leading 
to die bcnxier at Akcakale 
aside from regular guards on 
duty, who aho said there 
were no changes in the local 
militaiy presence. 

Tudcty's Foreign Minister 
Isman C3em said on Monday 
time was running out for 
Syria to take concrete action 
to stamp out the activity of 
the Kinriish Labour 


(PKK) rebels. 

The Tbridsh air force chief 
issued another warning. "If 
the problem is not solv^ by 
diplomatic means then other 
methods come into play but 
the state and tiie nation do not 
want war," Hhan Kilic told 
journalists at an aiihase in 
Diyarbaldr, near the Syrian 
bcxder. 

In Akcakale, one local man 
said pec^le w'ere still visiting 
their relatives on the other 
side of the border and some 
Syrians were visiting the 
town for shopping. Another 
resident said he did not 
expect any conflict because 
of Turirish militaiy superiori- 
ty. *Tt is Turkey which will 
decide whether there will be 


wac Syria would not attack, 
because Turkey is more pow- 
erful," the 45-year-old man 
said. 

NATO-member Thdrey and 
Syria are also at odds over 
territcxy, water riiarn^ and an 
infonual miUtary alliance 
between TXjrkey and Israel 

Their latest escalation in 
tension raised alarm in 
regional capitals. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Shara said his gov- 
ernment was puzzled.'^;^ 
timing of the accusatiobs' as 
nothing had changed oi lhe 
PKK issue. He said the warn- 
ings £q?peaned to be due to 
recently reinforced 
ties with Israel 


‘Displaced Sudanese face crisis without eitd’ 


By Anthony ^lacfid 

Associt 2 ted Press 


MANDELA CAMP — Black clouds 
off the Nile River hang low over the 
sprawling Mandela Can^. bringing the 
stonns that make an ali^y wretched 
life even more nuserable. 

The clouds soon open up. Rrin starts 
to fell 

And Barnaba Maria! Marol his 
cheeks hollow with hunger and his eyes 
heavy with sorrow, begins his story. 

"Vfe ran awqy naked," says the lanky, 
33-year-old Dinka tribesman from 
souibem Sudan. “We had nothing. Notii- 
ing. W? left our cow^ in the w'ar zone, 
aiid we came with our hands enipt>'." 
Witii 75 other people, he rode a truck 
from his bcanetown of Rumbek to Wait 
about seven hours away on bad roads. 

From Wau, he boarded a rickety train 
north to Khartoum, arriving eight days 
later to join hundreds of iboiKuids of 
others fleeing the fighting and famine of 
the civil war in the south. 

He went to one squatter camp, then 
anotiiCL His mud hut was demoliriied ty 


bulldozers in 1995 — part of a govern- 
ment policy to raze ill^al setdements 
around tite ro be inoved to the 

"Mandela camp." named for the Soutii 
African prerid^ in an ironic gesture to 
hc^. 

His wife left him two years ago. “She 
wants to eat and Fm jobless." he says. 
"How is she going to stay vritii me?’ 

The trials have taken their toll. ‘Tve 
become very old," he says. 

Barnaba counts himself amcxig a 
group the United Nations calls "war-dis- 
plac^ — exiles wthin their own coun- 
try with no ri^ K) own land, do ri^ te 
build a home and tittle, if any. prospect of 
a future. Across a moonscape of shat- 
tered lives, tbty seek shelter in mud huts 
or "tukals." wigwams made of sticks, 
cardboard, sacks or plastic. 

But in Sudan — with hs famines, 15- 
year-old civil war and drou^its of l^li- 
cal caliber — the Mandela caul's 
plight however bad, is not quite a 
calanuty. 

The corxliticHis in the camp are too 
good to be called famin e, yet too bad to 
be conrideied poveity. Riffier, flity are a 


tolerable tragedy, a debacle repeated 
over and over, dty after day. in coiintless 
places in the Thiid Wodti where (frsaster 
dffinestife. 

The criris of Barnaba and others will 
receive oeitfaer attention nor answers. 
The United Naticms concedes tbrir 
predicament is one of its b igg est failuies 
in Sudan, and its offidals in Khartoum 
say the suffering could endure indefinite- 
ly. 

It could become a for^stten disastei: 
Like die millioDS of Af^i^ expelled by 
war diat has lasted longer tiian mar^ of 
them have lived, like the IGjids of 
southeastern Tbricty, victims of a brutal 
rebellion fought ostensibly for their lib- 
eration. Like the 353J300 l^estiruans in 
Lebanon who have no right to live out- 
side a dozen camps of open sewers, tin 
roofs and a glut of guns. 

Scenes such calamities are reliv- 
ed daily in the Mandela camp. 

Water is detiveied every day in blue, 
rusty tanks pulled by donkeys. Electrid- 
ty is a luxury no one can afford. 

Maloutrition is rife, especially among 
duldren, and malaria can beccxne 


endemic when rains deliver floods Aat 
wreck the shoddy hcxises and leave siag- 
nant pools in nxxsquitoes breed. 

Mbre dangerous are die demolitions. 

The government has dispossessed as 
many as 50.000 people in a matter of 
houis tearing do^ tiieir huts and 
houses. Since 1990. at least 39 people 
have been killed in clashes over die 
demolitions. 

For Barnaba, that risk orders his life. 
He has nowhere to turn. 

He is a Dinka, maiQ' of whom are at 
war witii a national government domi- 
nated the Muslim. Arabised nortii. a 
le^me that propagates ite brand of revo- 
lutionary Islam in one of the worid's 
inost diverse countries. 

“If you meet the family of yourenemy, 
wffi you help them? We are the farniJy of 
their enemy." says Barnaba, sitting on a 
rany maoiess in a hut of cracked mud 
wails, its window and door covered tw 
buriap. 

Near his bed, a boy urinates on die dirt 
flocx: 

'Tf die ^avemmenc cates, then why are 
we like tins?" Barnaba asks. 


Tehran warns it is 
running out of money 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
I ranian govenunent will run 
out of money to pay its 
employees by next week if 
parliament does not endorse 
an emeigency plan to cc»n- 
pensate ^ a $6.3 billion bud- 
get shortfall a senior official 
was quoted as saying Mon- 
day. 

Mc4iammad Ali Najafi, the 
head of the Budget and Han- 
ning Oiganisation, issued the 
warning in a parliamentary 
deb^ Sunday on the govern- 
ment's plans to tackle the bud- 
get shortfall resulting from the 
colI^Ke in world ^ prices. 
Tehr^ newspapers reputed. 

He said the government was 
DOW selling each Iranian 
crude at S10.7 a barrel against 
$16 anticipated in tire budget 
for the current fiscal year 
which runs from March 1998- 


1999. 

"Because of this sitDatioD 
only 60 per cent of the rev- 
enues forecast in the budget 
have been realised,” he said. 

"So far we have been able to 
pay for 20 per cent of the 
expenses for devdopment 
projects and 39 per cent of the 
current expenses.” 

'Tf the present traid cootio- 
ues, it is e;q>ected diat die gcw- 
emment ^ not be able b) 
meet the rest of the expenses 
for this year;" Najafi wuoed. 

"If the fate of these propos- 
als is not determined by OcL 
1 2, the government will not be 
able to meet certain financial 
obligations," he said. 

“If the shortfall is not com- 
pensated, we wifl have serioos 
problem payirig wages to gov- 
ernment employees, edoca- 
tional expenses or retibremeot 


fc?’ ; -..r 


L-ri • 


fL 'j: ‘■r,., i. i 


















V ':-: 


. 1 ''" 

\--. • • ...» 







■*^ur minister 
permit 

I- 'L''-.! .J . _ 

uof 

■ • I'.: ''JiL., { Ji 

jnJ fir? 




( .>:t re 
b; 


- -'p;oy« 


appc 

'a 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL47731U-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN 



-.Cartoon — The Rnk 


15:10 
PamhLT 

15:30 ...SmallTalk— “Quiz Show" 

16:00 Drama - Nei^ibours 

I6i30 Doc. — Life Choices 

17:00 ..-.—Doc. — Royal Blood 
18K)0 Jrench Programmes 

— Le$ Coeuis Brules 

19:00 Le Journal 

L9:!5 French ftogramme 

— Fractales 

19:30 News headlines 

I9-J5 Siep by Step — “Wf Are 
Coins to Disnev WorlcT 

20:00 WhatWauldYouDo? 

20:30 Encounier 

2!:i. Mini-series — The 


SL Joseph CbuFCh TeL 4624590 
Terra Sanda Church TeL 
4622366 

An^ican Church Tel. 
4624853M624SI 1. 

SL Afrem Svrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Entemaliona] Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

German-speakii^ EvnngeScal 


mera cfMeteorobgy 
Temperatures are expected to 
dit^ sUghtly. It win be moderate 
with clouds iqpearing A low alti- 
tudes, and winds nortiiwesieily 
modeiaie to active. In Aqaba, it 
will be relatively warm, winds 
nortiieriy moderate, and seas 
calm. 


Dc NkjalAanar 4751672 

AlAsema pharmacy -..4637055 
AJ Sabm pharmacy .—4636730 
Sfameisaiii itiianiiacy ^4637660 
Nahtnikh frfiaruiaty ....4623672 


Central Amman Telqifaone 
Rqxdis .4623101 


Zarqa Govt 


Hospital 


IRBID: 

Dn Amin Abu Idefa -.—.-244468 
A1 Quds pbannag' —j;— ) 


AbdaliTel. Repairs..— ..J661 101 

Jordan Televirion .4773111 

Radio Jordan 

.4774111 

Wrier Auihoriiy S68OI0O 

J. Qectridty Authority -.5815615 
Electiic Power Co— .4636381 


Amba$.<;3dor (Ep.2) 

22:C0 Npwg in En glish 

22J0 lonesome Dove 

23:59 Fexute film » Gentle Sirmeis 
1)1:30 EndofT-X. 
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05:28 

fiiir 

r.^imrrv) Diiha 

11:24 

Dhuhr 

1444 

...m'Ast 

17*20 

Maohtpb 


... ..‘Iriia 



CHURCHES 


irv of NazarAh Chrirdi 

tTd. 5920740 

[dies (tf God Churdi Tel. 


C(H^:r^tion TeL 56S8404 

Amman ..... 

—17/29 

The Evangelical Local Church 

Aqaba . 

-J>l/36 

in Amman Tel. 5811295 

Deserts 

—14/31 

Church of Jesus Chriri of Lat- 

Jordan VaDev 

....2CYM 

ter Day Saints Tel. 46S4932 



SL John the Baptist at De la 

Yesterdays high temperatuies: 

Salle College Td. 5661757 

.Amman 31, Aqaba 38 Humidi- 

Churdi of the Animndadra 

ly readings: Amman 21 

percent. 

Tel 4637440 

Aqaba 23 peroenL 


Greek Orihodox Church Td. 

Riilowine are the highest lemper- 

4616138 

atuies expected today in the fol- 

Churdi of Presentation, Swei- 

lowing areas; 


fiehTd.5920146 

Ajioun - , 

24 

The Uiaaie Catbc^ Churdi 

Jerash ... 

.. ...JO 

TeL 4624757 

UmQays 

?q 

The ElogBsh-Laiiguage 

Madaba 

28 

Catholic Paririi TeL 4614190 

Petra 

JO 

Evar^dical FVee Churdi Td. 

DeadSea . 

36 

4S92679 



The Baptist Churdi TeL 



4628052 

USEFUL 


The Armenian Catbofic 

TELEPHONE 

Church TeL477133I 

NUMBERS 

The American Orthodox 



Church TeL 4775261 

NIGlirDUTY 



AMMAN: 


WEATHER 

Dr. AbdidRaUBMostab.— 

-474408S 


Dn j^sara Asnar 4S9Q504 

Bidlitin supf^ed by ike Depart- 

Dc Yousef Naser. 

.4751144 


ZARQA: 

Dc HafraSalSti,. 


.914144 


RJ Flight Information— 44-53200 
Queen Alia IniL Airport —44-53200 


Ehalifefa phar ma cy .985417 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPHALS 


Zarqa 

Natkmal Hospital 

i09190056n 

Itn Sina Hospital ....409)986732 
A1 HBcma Modem Ho^tal 
... (09)99099 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Ho^tal 
rn?ir75S5^ 

Greek 

Gdholic Hb^iol 

(02)272275 

Ibo AI 

Nafees Hospital 
. .(02)247100 


Other Fligjits 

08.-00 

UiM 

12d0 

13:25 Alunkii (LH) 


UM 

12-.10 

12:15 

13KB 


.Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

fteisfRJ) 

CriroIRD 


.Madrid (RJ) 


....Cairo (MSi 
jyyadh(SV) 
-Aden fIT') 


20-.25 Jeddah IRJ) 

20^10 DanwffiK (RTl 

21.-00 -.-Abu Dhabi Dubai 


14KW Istanbul (TK) 

15:10 Bahrain, Doha (GF^ 

15:10 SMxd (EK) 

17K1S Kiev (6U) 


18KJ0 

19:25 


..JWisiAFj 


21d0... 


—.Tel Aviv (LV'l 
..Beirut (ME) 


Other Fligh ts 

06:25 

09KJ0 


JFrankfurt(LH) 
—Cain) (MS) 


-Lamaca(CY) 


22:35 

22:40 -Amsttidam c KL) 

23:55 . — Bucharest (RO) 


1330 

14:15 


Jtiyadb(SV) 


— Adeo(IY) 
— Manidi(YI9 


Food Coorrol Ceotie— 46371 1 1 
Civn Defence Department 
.5661111 

Cnn! Defence Imme^Sate Rescue 
4630341 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Mean and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 


AQABA: 

E^rbcessFkyaHoqiiial (03)314111 


02KN). 

03:25. 


..RomeiAZ) 


.London iBAI 


The Islamic. Abdb' ......5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 


Civil Defence Emergency.... 199 
Rescue Police 192. 4621111, 
4637777 

Foe Brigade 4617101 


Luzmila 


.4630195 


Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police.— 5343402 

Traffic Police. 48%390 


Public Secutiy Dept— 4630321 

Hotel Con^laiiiis ..5605800 

Price Complaints.— ..—,5661 176 
ft Seuer^ Oxqriorris 4897467 
A mman Municipality Cnnjriainis 
.4787111 


Khalidi Matenii^....— 4644281/6 

Akikh Mtttemity ^4642441^ 

Jabal Amman Maieiniiy_._4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. ...4636140 

Palestiitt.Shmeisani .5607071 

Shmosaoii Mortal ......5669131 

Univerriiy Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hos{rital 5667227/9 

Al-AhH. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajieen 4777101/3 
AJ-Bashir..— — 47751 1 1/26 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 


ibyai Jordarsan (RJ) 

06:10 — Tfilmn(RJ> 

06:30 —Damascus (RJ) 

07:05 Sanaa (RJ) 


Royal Wfa^ (RW> H^ht$ 
09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to .Airport) 
OW) 

17:Q0-Aqab8 (arriving at Maika 
Aiipon)t'RW) 

18^ Tel Ariv (arriving at 
QAIAllRW) 

22:25 Aqaba (anMng at Maika 
Aiipoa'KRW) 


15.-00 telanbuiCnO 

16:20 Doha, Bahrain ((S’) 

16:20 Dubai (EFQ 

18:05 Kiev(6LI} 

20:10 ,...„TdAviv(LY) 

22:55 


23^40-_BeiIur, Amsterdam {Kl) 
0055 -£udsiieaCRD) 

03m Rome(AZ) 

OSdS LamacafCY) 

06-.30 ftris(/tf) 


LoodanCBA) 


DEPARTURES 


Telqrhone Infcanatioa (diiecioiy 
asrisunce) ..—..121 


Overseas emails... 


-010230 


Army, Maika 489161 1/15 
(Jueeri Alte Ho9iiaL.56()224CVS0 

Araal Hoqrital .5674155 

2ARQA: 


09:15 Abu Dhabi A1 'Ain (RJ) 
09:40 .-—Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

09*45 IX^ Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 JBeinjt(RJ) 

16riX) CaimfRJ) 


17:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
IStfN) —London, Frankftm (RJ) 


Royal Jardaruan (RJ) FSghls 

06*45 Beirut fRJ) 

08ri)0,Anuierdvn.NewYak (Rj) 

11:10 Menna, London (RJ) 

11:35 .Berlin. Hankfoit (RJ) 


KbyalVrmgsIRW) ElgUs 
07:00 Aqaba (from Maika Ai^ 
port)(RftT 

Aqaba (froni Maika Air-., 
port) (RW) 

16:30 Tel Aw (from Madca Air- 
portXRW;) 

20d0 -Aqaba (fiom QAIA) (RW) 
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Home News 


Princess Basma calls for 
Arab solidarity to further 

htiman development 


Jordan TimeS/ Tuesday, October 6, 1998 


Regent urges parliamentary union 
to intensify Mideast peace efforts 


Mj\flAMA (Petra; — Her 
Highness Princess 
^ Monday siUd sol- 
ids^ And coordination 
Air^ countries are 
. to advancing 
botnaa development. 

Io;:}ier address at the 
b i^hing of the 1998 Unit< 
ed'r^^ons Development 
piii^giflDune Human Devel* 
opffldst Report in Bahrain, 
Pt^oess Basma said: *The 
glo^ trend has witnessed 
inaMsed regional and sub> 
integration [in the 
/^^jWorld], as in Europe 
Latin America. Sharing 
a tidi history, culture and 
coonion experience, our 
legiOD has all the pre-requi- 
shes for fostering this 
approach.^ 

Princess Basina noted 
ihat *'tbe ±eme of this 
year's Human Develop- 
ment Report is consump- 
[ion patterns and their con- 
sequences. It Indicates that 
u'orid consumption has 
expanded at an unprece- 
dented scale in the 20th 
century, with private and 
public consumption expen- 
ditures in 1998 increasing 
10 more that six dmes rhe 
levels of 1950." 

*‘17ie nepofc notes that the 
benefits of increased con-' 
sumption have spread far 
and wide. More people are 
better fed and housed than 
e\'er before, and living stan- 
dards have risen to enable 
hundreds of millions to 
enjoy housing, water, elec- 
trici^, transport and 
leisure ” she said. 

But the Princess noted 
that despite the total 
increase in world consump- 
tion. imbalances in 


resource distribution still 
occur. 

'‘Although heightened 
consumption is an esseniiai 
means for the enhancement 
of human de\’elopjnent, any 
imbal^ce can create con- 
pimption patterns that are 
mimical to human de\'elop- 
raeni. This in mm under- 
mines the environmental 
resource base, exacerbates 
inequalities and deepens 
poverty levels.” she said. 

She added that even in 
industrialised countries, 
certain segments of the 
population can “remain, 
much like their counter- 
parts in the developing 
world, socially excluded 
and living in poor condi- 
tions" due to imbalances in 
resource distribution. 

She also spoke on the 
achievements Arab coun- 
tries have made and the 
challenges they face. 

"The Arab countries have 
made .significant achieve- 
ments in promoting human 
development during the 
past 30 years, in terms of 
infant mortaiity rates, 
extcn.sion of ba.sic immuni- 
sation, reduction of child 
malnutrition, enhanced pri- 
mary and secondary school 
enrolment and access to 
basic services.” 

The Princess noted that 
according to the report, 
Arab countries developed 
“considerably faster" than 
other developing countries 
during the period 1970-90. 

“Yet, despite these posi- 
tive advances in the Arab 
region, there remain numer- 
ous challenges. One of the 
issues of concern is the 
worldwide economic reces- 


Prince Firas visits Karak governorate 

QATRANEH (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
Firas Ben Ra-d, health secretary of His Majesty King 
Hussein. Monday visited Qatraneh and Sultani Dam in 
the Karak governorate. where he inspected services 
provided to residents in the two areas. Prince Firas 
stressed the need for the ministries of water and agri- 
culture to look into the possibility of allocating 100 
agricultural units to the bedouin population in 
(^atraneb and Wadi Al Abyad. 

Labour miiiister announces schedule 
for work permit requests 

AMMAN (Petra.) — Labour Minister Mahdi Farhan on 
Monday set Saturday and Sunday of each week as days 
for non-Jordanian working illegally in the country to 
rectify their status. The two days are for personnel in 
establishments and firms where more than 10 non-Jor- 
danian workers have no permits. Monday and Tuesday 
were allocated for requests from Arab and foreign 
workers employed by regional offices as well as 
domestic help, while Wednesday and Thursday were 
designated for receiving applications from other estab- 
lishments and employers. 

President’s appointment endorsed 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Mon- 
day endorsing the appointment of Malek Aiallah 
Kabariti as president of the National Centre for Ener- 
gy Research at the Higher Council for Science and 
Ibchnology. 

Symposium on EU legislation 
requirements opens next week 

AMMAN (Petra) -- The Amman Chamber of Industry 
will hold a two-day symposium next week on Austria’s 
experience in adjusting national legislation to meet the 
requirements of the European Union. The symposium j 
aims ax assessing Jordan's economic laws to ensure i 
that they correspond with the provisions of the part- ^ 
nership agreement with Europe, which will take 
as of next year, according to a Planning Ministry offi- 
cial. He said the symposium, which will be attended by 
representatives of the private and public sectors, is 
oiganised in cooperation with the Austrian embassy. 

Minister meets with Spanish ambassador 

AMMAN (J.T.; — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel BUtaji on Monday met with Spanish Ambassador 
Eudaldo Mirapeix to review bilateral relations Md 
infor mati on exchanges in the field of tourism. They 
also discussed joint efforts to cany out the Amnian 
Citadel project. 


mNO CONCERT 

* Piano conceit by Al-Lujayn 
I’kmo Tjio ibiia NabiL Vou- 
ris, md Tala Toutanji (qxxucnd 
by Goetfae-Insiitui in cooperation 
the Jerusidem Bmuto) at die 
Qilboal Geme on 
'^dnesday OcL 7 at S-HX) pJii 
DARATALFUNUN 


summer 98 festival 
“Summer 98" cultural activities 

at Darar Al Fiinun, Jabal Wtibdeh, 

to last until OdS. include: 
EXHlBTnOSS 

• 50 years of graphic art from 
Ldxinon and wotta Jwdanian 
artist Sahel Hiari at ibe Main 
House. 

* Wbrics by Iraqi aitist Samer 


sion and it.s impact not only 
on povert}' and unemploy- 
ment levels, but also on 
constricting the rates of 
development. Indebtedness 
and debt .servicing affects 
many of the Arab countries, 
regardless of their income 
levels. 

“Moreover, the pecula- 
tion explosion and the dis- 
proportionate number of 
young people are putting 
increased strains on social 
services. Another problem 
Ls the slump in prices of raw 
materials, the mainstay of 
exports for many agricul- 
tu^ and non-agriculiural 
Arab countries, on the 
imemotional market." 

Princess Basma called for 
the introduction of an annu- 
al report on Arab countries’ 
development similar to chat 
of the UNDP. 

“I would... like to take 
this opportunity to propio.se 
the initiation of an annual 
.Arab Human Devdupmem 
Repion. This report cun 
serve to niooitor the devel- 
opmental proce.sscs, focus- 
ing on .sciecied policy 
is.sues, xs well u.s highlight- 
ing succe.ssfu) country 
c.xpieriences and providing 
input for the formuiution of 
human development strate- 
gies. It could outline practi- 
cal targets and devise linan- 
cial strategies for their 
implementation," she said. 

The launching of the 
UNDP report was also 
attended by Bahraini Prime 
Minister Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Salman AI Khalifa and 
Richard Jolly, principal 
author and coordinator of 
the Human Development 
Report 


AMMAN (Petra; — Hi.s 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass;m. the Regent. 
Monday urged die Interna- 
tional j^liamemoo’ Union 
to imensify it.s efforts 
toward a breakthrough in 
the stalled Middle Ea.si 
peace negotiations with a 
view to ensuring a lasting 
and comprehensive peace. 

Prince Hu.s.san made the 
call at a meeting with fPU 
President Miguel Martinez, 
with whom he reviewed the 
latest developments in the 
peace process and the 
European nations' efforts 
to furtiier it 

Prince Hasson and Mar- 
tinez also reviewed steps 
being taken by the IPU to 
set up a parliamentary 
council suggested by the 
Regent to combat "Islamo- 
phobia.** 

The Crown Prince under- 
lined the need to combat 
titis phenamenon at the 
various international 
forums, where he said the 
true nature of the Islamic 
religion and its principles 
can be portrayed. 

At the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed (he recom- 
menJaiions of (he recent 
IPU meeting in Moscow, 
which culled for respex’t of 
human rights. The meeting, 
which coincided with the 
50th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, reaffirmed 
the need for etToris to be 
intensified in pursuing the 
most ideal utilisation of 
water resources and the 
fight against organised 
crime. 

Prince Hassan called on 
the world community to 
deal with issue.s related to 
human rights through a 
comprehensive perspecti%‘e 










K 






URH Crown Prince Hassao, the Regent, Lower House Speaker Sa*d Havel Srour, and International Parliamentary 
Union President Miguel .Vforatinos discuss the .Middle East peace process at a meeting yesterday (Photo by Boghos) 


encompassing religious, 
eeoncMiiic and political 
rights, and not from the 
view of civil rights based 
on a puiticulur culture. 

The two sides discuvsed 
Jordanian-European ties 
and means of developing 
economic, political and 
cultural relations. 

Martinez praised Jor- 
don's efforts to establish a 
durable and comprehensive 
peace and tniild bridges of 
cooperation with the coun- 
tries of the European 
Union, as w'etl as the close 



HRH Princess Afia attends the oerenKMiy maridng the 1998 .Arab CMd Day (Petra photo) 

Jordan marks 1 998 Arab Child Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — JonJan on 
Mtxiday marked the 1998 
Arab Child Day with a call for 
greater attention to tbe welfare 
of diildien to allow' them to 
grow up in a secure envux»- 
ment in order to fiice the chal- 
lenges of tbe 21st cencuiy. 

Speddng at a ceremony held 
or the i^al Cultural Centre. 
Sima Bahfaous, chaiiperson of 
the event's preparatory com- 
mit^ said children's welfare 
is a collective re^xiosibUity 
and a contribution to the com- 
prehensive and sustainable 
d^lojxnent of the country. 

“Jordan takes pride in tbe 
achievements it has made so 
fiir for children, but luither 
efforts are needed to procea 
these achiewments and 
improve their quality of life 
and their right to education." 
said Bahhous. who is also 
executm? director tiie Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, wtucb 
qKinsored the event. 

Bahhous added that "our 
chilcben deserve juppoit ffom 
the cixnmunity in order to 
achieve their aspirations... and 
need an environment that 
respects their rights," 

In her address at the ceremo- 


Usama and by Joidanian artist 
Said Haddadin at the Blue House. 

* Installation worts by Jordan- 
ian onlst Somia Zam at the 
Byzantine Quir^ 

* Exhibiivxi of photographs 

“Memoty of a Hace" by Jordan- 
ian artist Hussein at the 

Museum. 

lectures 

* “Joidanian 'navellere to 
Spain” (in Arabic) by Dr. Salah 
Jarrar at Instiiuto Cervantes, Jabal 


ny, entitled “Children’s 
Ftights" and held undo* die 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noex, Bahhous 
on Jcxdaitian socie^ to ^ve 
due concern and attention to 
handuxfiped children, 
orphans, street children, 
dn^xxits, and diildren victims 
of abuse and violence. 

Children have the right m 
libraries, gaideas, playgrounds 
and thea^ in order to grow 
up in a healthy aonosfrfiere, be 
creative and become useful to 
their community. 

Also sponsoriing die ceremo- 
ny, wticb was attended 

niocess Alia, who 
deputised for the Queen, was 
the United Natio ns Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), The fund’s 
representa tive, A del Abul Rub. 
said U?^(2EF b^an a five^ 
year programme this year in 
conjunction with the govern- 
ment designed to protect the 
rights of cluldren and women 
and to improw; their Ihii^ 
emironmenL 

Also on the occasion of Arab 
Child Day. the Jordan SocieQ^ 
for Human Rights issued a 
statement y'ester^y urging die 
government to speed up the 


Amman on l^dnesday Ocl 7 at 
6i30p.m.iTbL46l08S8). 

* "Islam and Democtacy" hy’ 
Egyptian Islamic inieHknuo] 
Mohammad 'Awa at Abtkil 
Kuneed Shoman Riundatioil, 
Jabal Amman on Wednesday CXx 
7at6:30pjiL 

EXHDSrnONS 

* Art of Arab calligraphy by 
Nassar Mansour at the Jonian 
National Callety of Fine Ans (TeL 
4630128). until OcL 23. 


endorsement of a law on chil- 
dren’s rishts. 

Tbe staiement also called for 
measures to be taken to cunail 
the number of school 
dropouts, prevent the ei^Ioiia- 
tioD of children by factories 
and businesses, provide beoer 
care ro (titildien with special 
needs, c^' (xu intensive pro- 
gramnries ro guarantee proiK- 
tion for chiliken and juvenile 
delinquents and pave the way 
for more idndeiganens, pai^ 
and other facilities. 

The society noted that in 
1995, Jordan recoded 1,945 
chOd abuse cases. 

It said that due to growing 
pover^ and dqxivation, many 
childiTO have reportedly been 
dropping out of school to find 
jobs, and despite the govern- 
ment's efforts, studies and sur- 
veys have found noticeable 
increases in disease among 
duJrken. 

The statement also called on 
the government and the public 
to express solidarity with Iraqi 
t^uk^ and launch cam- 
paigns u> gather badly needed 
dof^ons for the Iraqi people. 
w??o ore suffering under the 
crippling embargo. 


'* Faimings by Iraqi amst Tulol 
Mikha'il at the Ro>’ol Cultural 
Ccnire, until Oct 8. 

* Amman Seventh International 
Book Exhibit ai the CiQ^ Hall, Ra.s 
A! ’^n, until OcL 10. 

* Works graduates of the 
Arc Cenor (including ceramics, 
paintings, and sculpiurei at the 
omtie, Mahmoud Irani Sl (TeL 
5529619), until OcL 8. 


cooperation of Puriiamem 
with the IPU. 

Also attending the meet- 
ing ut the Royal Court were 
HRH Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, the director of 
the State Security Council, 
acting Foreign Minister 
Tolul Al Ha.ssun, Informa- 
tion Minister Nasser Judeh, 
European Union Represen- 
tative in Jordan Yves 
Gazzo and other officials 
in addition to a number of 
European envoys in Jor- 
dan. 

Also Monday, Martinez 


met with acting Prime 
Minister Jawdat Sboul to 
review IPU-Jordanian rela- 
tions us well as current 
efforts to give impetus to 
the peace process. 

Sboul stressed that Jor- 
dan is making efforts to 
ensure the success of the 
peace process to enable the 
Palestinian people to 
regain their rights and their 
lands. 

Martinez briefed Sboul 
on the steps the IPU is tak- 
ing with regard to the 
peace process. 


Earlier yesterday.. Mar- 
tinez discussed issues of 
common concern with act- 
ing Foreign Minister Talal 
Al Ha.ssan and a number of 
deputies. 

Martinez said the situa- 
tion in Iraq and the stalled 
Middle East peace process 
place a heavy burden on 
Jordan. He stressed the 
need for a new strategy to 
ease the situation. 

Martinez, who will meet 
with Israeli officials tomor- 
row, said his talks will 
focus on the peace process. 


Relatives of prisoners in Israel 
to visit Oct. 20 — minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Israeli authorities have 
given permission for rela- 
tives of Jordanians in 
Israeli prisons to visit, 
Informauon Minister 
Nasser Judeh said Mon- 
day. 

Speaking to reporters at 
a weekly press meeting, 
Judeh said the govemmeni 
has succeeded in securing 
the Israeli government's 
approval for two persons 
from each Jordanian pris- 
oners* family to make the 
visit. 

Tbe visit is to take place 
on Oct. 20, be said, adding 
that the consul at the Jor- 
danian embassy in Israel 


will arrive in Amman to 
accompany the relatives to 
visit the prisoners at 
Ashkelon prison. 

Last month, Jordanian 
Ambassador to Israel 
Omar Rifai was quoted as 
saying that in addition to 
14' prisoners, other Jorda- 
nians are being held in 
Israeli jails for criminal 
offence.s. He did not speci- 
fy the number. 

Since the signing of Jor- 
dan's peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994. the Jewish 
state has freed 20 Jordan- 
ian prisoners. 

During his meeting with 
the press, Judeh said that 
in July and August, the 


Anti-Corruption Unit 
uncovered 51 cases involv- 
ing corruption in various 
government departments 
and other organisations, 
including smuggling of 
archaeological artefacts 
and weapons as well as 
embezzlement. 

The minister said that 37 
people have been referred 
ro the public prosecutor 
and that investigations are 
still under way. 

Since it started its work 
in 1996. the unit has dealt 
with 657 cases, according 
to the minister, who said 
that 350 persons have been 
referred to the judicial 
authorities. 


‘Encouraging’ signs on 
Paiestinian-israeii peace 
track — foreign minister 


NEW YORK (Petra) -- 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
llab Khatib on Monday 
voiced Jordan's apprecia- 
tion of the Palestinian posi- 
tion on tbe US. redeploy- 
ment proposal to break the 
deadlock on tbe Palesdn- 
ian-Israeli peace track. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 
Kbatib said there are 
“encouraging signs” 
regarding a Palestinian- 
Israeli agreetDem following 
the Palestinian leadership's 
acceptance of the American 
proposal. He called on 
Israel to comply fully with 
the U.S. initiative and reit- 
erated Jordan's full support 
for the Palestinian people 
to regain their legitimate 
rights on their national soil 


through negotiations. 

The foreign minister 
added that Jordanian- 
Israeli relations are gov- 
erned by the 1994 peace 
ireat>', which he said is part 
of a' comprehensive peace 
settlement in the region. 

Khatib called for resum- 
ing the peace process on 
the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks from the point where 
negotiations ceased. 

“When we talk about 
peace, we view it from a 
comprehensive perspective 
based on our pan-Arab 
position at the Madrid 
peace conference," he said. 

In response to a question, 
Khatib said Jordan main- 
tains continuous contact 
with the U.S. adniinisira- 
lion, in its capacity as one 


of tbe two peace process 
sponsors, to ensure the 
resumption of negotiations 
on the Paiestinian-israeii 
track. 

He voiced hope that the 
U.S. administration would 
continue its efforts to push 
the peace process forward. 

Regarding Jordan's posi- 
tion toward Iraq, the for- 
eign minister stressed the 
need to end the suffering of 
the Iraqi people as a result 
of the sanctions. He added 
that full compliance with 
relevant U.N. Securii}' 
Council resolutions and the 
complete and constructive 
cooperation with the U.N. 
is one of the shortesi ways 
to ease the suffering of the 
Iraqi people. 


Jordan, Palestine agree to cooperate in tourism 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Palestine on Monday 
underlined the need to 
organise and encourage 
bilateral tourist visits, ptv- 
ticularly on religious occa- 
sions. 

The two sides issued the 
statement at the conclusion 
of a joint Jordanian-Pales- 


tinian meeting headed by 
Minister of 'Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biliaji and 
his Palestinian counterpart 
Mitri Abu Avtah. 

The two sides called for 
facilitating the movement 
of passengers and tourist 
vehicles via bridges and 
crossing points in anticipa- 


tion of a major increase in 
the number of tourists visit- 
ing the region in the year 
im. 

They also agreed on 
cooperating in such areas as 
training tourism personnel 
in order to provide quality 
services and to create job 
opportunities. 
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EU ministers discuss 
options over Kosovo 


LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — 
Witb NATO action on 
Kosovo possibly just days 
away, European Union for- 
eign ministers were meeting 
here Monday to discuss 
tightening the bloc's sanc- 
tions on Belgrade and steps 
to deal with the refugee cri- 
sis the conflict in the 
province has created. 

The EU meanwhile 
appeared to be banking 
heavily on U.S. special 
envoy Richard Holbrooke to 
deliver a stern uliimanim to 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic, whom 
he was to see in Belgrade 
later Monday. 

Austrian Foreign Minister 
Wolfgang Schuessel, whose 
country is the current EU 
chair, said Holbrooke’s 
message to Milosevic 
would be '‘die last” before a 
final decision is made on 
military intervendon. 

‘T hope ft will be heard,” 
he told reporters here aft^ 
the morning session, but 
added; ‘*We have no indica- 
tion in that direcdon.” 

Schuessel said, without 
elaboration, that EU repre- 
sentatives had spoken by 
telephone with U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to coor- 
dinate efforts towards a 
diplomatic solution. 

In Brussels earlier 
Monday, Holbrooke met 
with both NATO Secretary 
General Javier Solana and 
General Wesley Dark. 
NATO's Supreme Allied 
Commander in Europe, say- 
ing be hoped his talks in 
Belgrade would help 
change Milosevic’s mind. 

‘'We hope to make it clear 
to President Milosevic and 
the people of Yugoslavia the 
extreme gravity of the situa- 


tion." be said. 

"While the level of fight- 
ing (in Kosovo) oiay have 
Elated temporarily, the 
capacity for its resumption 
is there,” said HoltMooke. 
‘The simation remains fiiUy 
as serious today as it was a 
week or two ago." 

He goes to the Kosovo 
capital Pristina Tuesday to 
meet its ethnic Albanian 
leaders. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook, arriving here 
mid-aftemoon, said: “Our 
evidence shows that 
Milosevic continues to be 
active against the civilian 
population in Kosovo, and 
there are very alarming 
, -signs of an impending 
'humanitarian crisis as win- 
ter closes in. 

‘‘We are clear that he must 
change his conduct and we 
are determined to send a 
very clear, firm message to 
him in that regard." 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Abel Matutes declared on 
arriving earlier “We cannot 
continue to look the other 
way in the face of the mas- 
sacres of women and chil- 
dren and old people that we 
are seeing.” 

But he cautioned that a 
military intervention against 
Serb forces in the troubled 
soutbem Yugoslav province 
would require ‘‘a satisfacto- 
ry legal basis. 

‘‘Intematiooal law must be 
respected," he said. The 
most recent U.N. Security 
Council resolution on 
Kosovo, M^tes added, 
"did not cover, in and of 
itself, an armed interven- 
tion." A report on the 
Kosovo situation fiom U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan due to be delivered 
in New York later in the 


"will be defining,” he said. 

"Milosevic should know 
that time is running out,” 
said German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel. "If 
he fails to meet the 
European community’s 
demands on Kosovo, we 
may have no choice than to 
move on to a military 
option.” 

Also up for discussion 
Monday was a Dutch pro- 
posal to close a loophole in 
the EU ban on the Yugoslav 
national airline JAT. 

The ban, adopted last 
month, prevents JAT fiom 
landing at airports in EU 
countries, but it does not 
stop the airline fiom trans- 
ferring its p^sengers to 
other companies in return 
for a share of the profits. 

The Dutch proposal 
would outlaw such deals, 
which German, British and 
Austrian carriers have 
reportedly entered into. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini said the 
“diplomatic avenue is not 
yet exhausted," adding: “It 
is too early to speak deci- 
sively of a military interven- 
tion." 

Italy in particular has 
expressed concern tfa^ it 
will have to bear the brunt 
of any massive flow of 
refugees from Kosovo and 
is pushing for a coordinated 
EU response to the crisis. 

An estimated 300,0(X) 
refugees have already been 
driven fiom their homes in 
Kosovo by the Serbian 
onslaught. 

As the minis terial delega- 
tions met here, about two 
dozen Albanians stood a 
silent vigil outside EU 
headquarters with flags and 
posters demanding 

Milosevic's ouster. 


Russia’s opposition to 
NATO over Kosovo 
undermined by need for loans 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia’s attempts to 
avert NATO military 
strikes a gains t Serbia 
over the Kosovo crisis 
have been hamstrung 
by Moscow's depen- 
dence on the West as it 
seeks to recover from a 
deep economic crisis. 

In a strongly worded 
statement, Russia 
warned Sunday that 
NATO military action 
to protect ethnic 
Albanians in the strife- 
tom province would 
constitute “a gross vio- 
lation of the United 
Nations charteri* and 
would ‘ioipedo the sys- 
tem of contemporary 
intemationai rela- 
tions.’' 

‘Military interven- 
tion in the internal 
Yugoslav conflict, far 
from stamping out its 
causes, would strongly 
intensify the confronta- 
tion in Kosovo,*’ an offi- 
cial statement said. 

At the same time 
Moscow despatched a 
high-powered delega- 
tion to Belgrade to 
remonstrate with 
Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic and 
urge compliance with 
U.N. Security Conncil 
resolutions on Kosovo. 

The Russian team 
was led by Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov, 
his counterpart at 
defence, Igor Sergeyev, 
and Alexei 

Shcherbakov, Russia’s 
deputy foreign intelli- 
gence chief. 

Over 1,000 ethnic 
Albanians have been 
killed since Serbia, the 
dominant republic in 
federal Yugoslavia, 
launched a crackdown 
in February in the 
Serbian province of 
Kosovo, which is 90 per 
cent populated by eth- 
nic Albanians. 

Reports of massacres 
have flielled intema- 
tiofial concern and 
compounded fears of a 


hnmanitarian disaster 
this winter, with an 
estimated 300,000 
Albanians living oot- 
doors after being dri- 
ven from their vOlages 
by Belgrade's offensive. 

But while the interna- 
tional community sees 
Milosevic as the prima- 
ry villain of the piece, 
Moscow has criticised 
both sides, accnslog the 
Serbs of dragging their 
feet over a political 
solution to the crisis, 
and the Albamans of 
separatism and shun- 
ning talks. 

Moscow has called on 
both sides, not just the 
Serbian anthorities, to 
fully respect U.N. 
Security Council reso- 
lutions. 

NATO’s next move 
depends on a key 
report to the U.N. 
Secnrity Conncil wMch 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan was doe to 
present to the body 
later Monday. 

The U.N. chief was to 
tell Council members 
whether he believes 
Belgrade is in breach of 
a Sept 23 resolution 
demanding an Immedi- 
ate ceasefire, with- 
drawal of special 
forces, resumption of 
political dialogue 
between both sides and 
the return of some 
300,000 refugees and 
displaced people. 

The snap weekend 
visit to Belgrade by two 
senior Russian minis- 
ters had not been previ- 
ously announced. 
Western diplomats In 
Moscow said it was 
unclear whether the 
trip had been a nnilat- 
erd initiative or 
cleared with the 
Contact Group on ex- 
Yugoslavia (Britain^ 
France, Germany, Italy 
and the United States). 

Once there, the 
Russian minis ters 
issued Belgrade with a 
blunt warning, telling 


the anthorities: “If 

decisive steps to amend 
the situation (in 

Kosovo) are not taken 
immediately, armed 
intervention blueprints 
prepared by NATO can 
be put into action.” 

But despite the warn- 
ing, Milosevic has so 
far failed to indicate 
whether he is willing to 
comply with the wishes 
of his guests from 
Moscow. 

Russia's twin-track 
offensive has enabled 
Moscow to show that it 
remains Belgrade’s 
best, if not only, ally. 
But if push comes to 
shove, Russia has little 
chance of averting 
NATO airstrikes. 

‘If the U.N. Security 
Council was to decide 
in favour of military 
intervention, Russia 
would without doubt 
use its veto," said 
'Vyacheslav Terekhov, a 
Moscow-based 
Yugoslavia analyst. 

“That’s why to avoid 
such a situation, the 
decision will doubtless 
be taken without a vote 
beii^ taken in the 
Security Council. If 
there is an airstrike, 
Russia will protest and 
it will go DO fortber” he 
added. 

A Russian policy of 
^‘opposition and defi- 
ance for its own sake” 
towards the West would 
make aid to Russia's 
crippled economy 
“absolutely impossi- 
ble,” U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine 

Albright said at the 
weekend. 

The warning will have 
been received loud and 
clear by a Russia 
gripped by an nnprece- 
den^ economic and 
financial crisis which 
has seen ministers go 
cap in band to interna- 
tional lending institu- 
tions for billions of dol- 
lars in fresh loans. 



Irish Republican leader Gerry Adams holds flowers in front of Irish and Basque flags 
upon arriving at Bilbao airport for a one-day visit to Spain’s Basque connt^ at the 
invitation of Herri Batasuna (HB), Basque separatist group ElA’s political i^g. At 
left is HB’s national commitee spokesman Arnaldo Ot^ (Reuters photo) 

Sinn Fein leader arrives 
in Basque country 


BILBAO, Spain (AFP) — 
Gerry Adams, leader of 
Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish 
Republican Anny (IRA), 
began a visit to the Basque 
country of northern Spain 
Monday and bailed the 
separatist ETA movement 
there for declaring a unilai-' 
eral truce. 

"1 bail the Basque people 
who knew to take the 
opportunity to move away 
from conflicts, to move 
towards justice and to 
move towards peace," 
Adams said upon his 
arrival at Bilbao's airport. 

In a short speech deliv- 
ered in Gaelic then in 
English, he noted the simi- 


larities of "peace processes 
tackling with conflicts” in 
both Northern Ireland and 
the Basque country. 

Adams, accompanied by 
Sinn Fein's intemationai 
affairs director Pat Rice, 
was greeted by Amaldo 
Otegi, the main leader of 
Herri Batasuna (HB). the 
political wing of the 
Basque separatist organisa- 
tion ETA. 

ETA followed ±e IRA's 
example last month in 
declaring a permanent 
ceasefire. 

Bridsb press reports 
Monday said Adams would 
lend liis support to the 
truce and a political settle- 
ment in the region, where 


elections are to be held on 
Oct. 25. 

The report in the British 
daily The Independent said 
he hoped to visit Karmelo 
Landa. a member of the 
HB's executive and an old 
fiiend. who has been in jail 
since Pecember. Landa 
attended many Sinn Fein 
meetings over the past two 
years while the peace 
process in Northern Ireland 
took shape. 

Adams would also be 
meeting representatives of 
other moderate Basque 
parties, which HB joined 
for the first time on Sept. 
12 to sign a joint declara- 
tion calling for peace talks 
to end the 30-year conllicL 


Cambodian coalition talks 
deadlocked despite 
arrival of king 


PHNOM PENH (.AFP) 
— Efforts to reach a deal 
on a coalition govern- 
ment for Cambodia 
ended in deadlock 
Monday, dashing hopes 
the arrival here of the 
revered king would help 
bring about a political 
compromise. 

King Norodom 

Sihanouk arrived in the 
capital for the first time 
in nine months, as the 
second round of coalition 
talks between the ruling 
party of Hun Sen and the 
opposition FUNCINPEC 
and Sam Rainsy parties 
got under way. 

A spokesman for Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh's 
FUNCINPEC said the 
talks — which lasted 
nearly three hours — 
bore little fruit 

“We agree that we don't 
agree on anything," said 
FUNCINPEC delegate 
Pok Thom after the t^ks 
with Hun Sen's 
Cambodian People's 
Party (CPP). 

“TTie only progress is 
that we agre^ to meet 
again on Friday ... but we 
are close to a deadlock” 
he added. 

He said remaining dis- 
putes included who 
would fill the post of 
National Assembly chair- 
man and other parliamen- 
tary positions. 

TTie assembly chairman 
would be the acting head 
of state in the king’s 
absence. 


It was hoped the king's 
low-key return to Phnom 
Penh from his northern 
residence in Siem Reap, 
without the customary 
pomp and ceremony, 
would boost pressure on 
the parties to strike a deal 
even though he kept out 
of the talks. 

Diplomatic sources 

said he decided to come 
to Phnom Penh in answer 
to calls for help in the 
formation of a govern- 
ment. Last week, a top 
government officii 

warned of a "political 
vacuum" if the king was 
absent from the country 
at such a critical time. 

The CPP won the July 
26 election but fell short 
of the two-thirds majority 
it needed in the 122-seat 
National Assembly to 
form a government ^one. 
The two main opposition 
parties complain the elec- 
tion was marred by fraud 
and intimidation. 

It was the king's first 
visit to the capita) since 
he abruptly left in 
January this year after a 
brief and low-profile res- 
idence. Prior to that his 
last stay here was before 
the political turmoil of 
July 1997. 

TTie 75-year-oId king 
bad been s^eduled to fly 
Monday fiom Siem Reap 
to Beijing for three 
month.s of medical treat- 
ment. It is unclear how 
long he will stay in the 
Cambodian capital. 


Prince Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy remain out- 
side Cambodia. The 
prince is expected to 
return when the coalition 
talks are finished. whUe 
Sam Rainsy is continuing 
an overseas tour lobbying 
support against Hun Sen. 

IGng Sihanouk has 
steered clear of Phnom 
Penh since a shaky 
power-sh'aring coalition 
deal between Hun Sen 
and Prince Ranariddh 
broke down amid violent 
clashes in July last year. 

Accused of plotting to 
oust Hun Sen. the 
prince's forces were rout- 
ed and he was forced to 
leave the country. The 
prince complained his 
ousting was a coup d'6tat 
against his leadership 
won in the U.N.-spon- 
sored polls of 1993. 

The king has intervened 
in the country's political 
impasse sevei^ times 
since the July 26 elec- 
tion. 

He chaired inter-party 
talks and exercised hi$ 
influence to help ensure 
the swearing-in of the 
National Assembly on 
Sept. 24 in Siem Reap, 
despite earlier opposition 
thrrats of a boycott 

In the first round of 
coalition talks, the CPP 
agreed to an opposition 
demand for a probe into 
alleged b^loi-paper 
fraud, just one of hun- 
dreds of complaints aris- 
ing from the polls. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Protein kills TB microbe 

WASHINGTON (UPf) — A protein i^ufactured 
by the human immune system kills the b^tenam^ 
cause tuberculosis. That discovery could lead to- 
new treatments for a disease that affecte up to_one|-- 
third of the world's population. An intern^onat 
team found the protein granulysin, i^de by disease;;- 
fighting specialists and called ta ller T 
destroyed up to 90 per cent of the TB bact^a in lab 
cultures within three days. The authore of the report 
in Science say this is the first time an isolated T M4; 
molecule has been shown to directly taU microbes. 
“The fact that this molecule kills the TB bactenum 
is very exciting,” smd Dr. iMan Krensky, Stanfoc* 
University professor of paediatrics and chief of 
diairic immunology and transplantation bioiow; 
The finding comes at a time when TB, once cOMid- 
ered a scourge, is making a fierce comeba^ 
Worldwide, as many as 2 billion people _may 
infected, and 3 million people — mainly children itf j 
poorer countries — die from the disease evety.year^; 
Krensky said. ' 

■ • .*'■ 

What makes a lime smell like a lime^ 

WASHINGTON (UPl) — A Penn State chemist 
identified a previously unnoticed component pg: 
what makes limes smell like limes. Mary Chisholm;) 
associate professor of chemistry, has identified;^ 
balsamic, woodsy scented material, 7-methoxy.-' 
coumarin, as an unexpected part of the lime fiffl-;. 
grance. “It's a surprise because it doesn't come from 
die same class of chemicals, the te^enes, fiom 
which many do and is less volatile, she says. 
While limes are not a major part of the human diet, 
they are important to the beverage industry. Lime or 
lemon flavour or fragrance is used in. such popular 
soft drinks as Coca Cola, 7-Up, Sprite and Dr. 
Pepper. Other applications include peirames and the ^ 
confectionery industries. By identifying all the coh- 
stituents in the lime aroma, Chisholm hopes to even- 
tu^y be able to duplicate it in the laboratory. 

Heat shock protein protects brain 

WASHINGTON (UP!) — Rat studies show a pro- 
tein made in times of cellular stress can protect the 
brain froDi damage induced by a stroke or seizure. 
Researchers say the finding might eventually lead to 
treatment. The heat shock protein 72 (HSP72) is- 
produced by cells that are stressed by heat, chemi- • 
cals or lack of nutrients. The Stanford University : ; 
scientists found that a modified herpes virus that. . 
makes the protein reduced nerve cell death when 
injected into rat brains. This is the first demonstra- 
tion that gene transfer with this particular protein, 
can protect the brain against injury in animal mod- 
els. said Dr. Gary Steinberg, professor of neu^' 
surgery and co-director of the Stanford Stroke 
Centre. Although the work is a promising advance,^ : 
Steinberg emphasised that translating the new find- 
ings into a practical treatment for stroke and other 
fonns of brain damage will require a more efficient 
way to deliver the protein. In their study, the 
researchers had to deliver the vims by injection into 
the brain, and the vims did not spread far beyond: 
the injection site. But the current work does 
strengthen the scientific rationale for pursuing a 
treatment based on HSP72, he said. 

Arthritis sufferers could spell relief 

WASHINGTON (UPI) — A preliminary study indi- 
cates a dietary supplement derived natur^ 
organic sulphur could provide relief from the pmn 
of arthritis. The supplement is Lignisul MSM. rae 
study of 16 patients found more than 80 per cent 
who took the supplement for six weeks reported an 
82 per cent average improvement in pain relief, 
compared to an 18 per cent improvement reported 
by the control group getting a placebo. "Although . 
this was only a preliminary study, it appears a more 
intensive investigation of MSM is warranted,” said 
Dr. Ronald Lawrence, assistant clinical professor of 
the UCLA School of Medicine, who led the study. 
“Lignisul may offer a significant new nutritional 
substance for the control of arthritic pain as a safe, 
non-toxic method.” 

Neighbours object to nuns 

JOLIET. Illinois ( AP) — Three nuns in one home is 
tolerable, but put four together and watch out; wine 
and wafers, prayer sessions, droning organ music 
and who knows what else. It's enough to drive a 
neighbour crazy, or maybe drain property viUues in 
a whole neighbourhood. That’s how Paul Masters 
felt when a group of sisters sought a zoning vari- 
ance to allow a four* into their home in this 
Chicago suburb. ‘TTiis is a single- fami ly residential 
area, and we just don't like to have any variances,'* 
said Masters, who has gathered 100 names on a 
petition against the request. Masters insists he is not 
anti-nun. He just wants to protect property values in 
an where two group homes serving disabled 
adults a^ady have been buUt. The Joliet Zoning 
Board of Appeals has approved the nuns* special- 
use pemit and the matter goes before the full city 
council Tuesday. Tim Brophy, the councilman who 
represents th e d istrict where the nuns live, supports 

u® 3re nuns: how dangerous can 

they be? 

British and U,S, officials 
relaunch open skies talks 

LONDON (Apj _ British and U.S. officials 

on the liberal- 

^ between Britain and the United 

ministry spokesman said, 
an “open skies" pact ■ 
Pc^ndition for a proposed 
alliance between Bntish Airways (BA)^ and 

A^ncM Airlines (A A). The London talks, the first 
since Febmary 1997, aimed at 

drafting a comprehensive review” of current avia- 
gon agreements the British transport nSv sSd 
Previous talks foundered on uT^SX ' 
greater access for U.S. jets at Eurori»*?;?IS^r?hMh 
Heathrow.M - 

planned to jqm forces to create a transatlantic web 
that would give them about sixty per cent of fliahts " 

European Comrmssion is expected to oass iudse- 
mem on the liok-up soon. In July, u g^e orovi- 
sional agreement on condition that the 
ni« «de 267 weekly landing sl«s a? 
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^ ir I Italian President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro for talks after a 

pnUiii^ by hu Mai^ albte left him facing the very real prospect of having (u resign. Scairaru, the supreme arbiter 
in Man expected to ask Prodi to address parliament to determine whether his majority is salvageable 


Human rights group set to 
highlight alleged U.S. abuses 


ftV^SHlNGTON (AP) — 
For more than two decades, 
protection of human tights 
has been an integral pan of 
U.S. foreign policy. 

I Rarely a day goes by 
when the United States 
does not deplore rights 
abuses in a foreign land. 

Now. however, the coun> 
try that so often sits in 
judgement of others is 
being judged itself. 
Amnesty International, the 
London'based human 
rights group, plans a year- 
long campaign to expose 
perceived rights shoncom- 
ittgs in the United States. 
Amaesty ' International 
has spent most of its 37 
)‘eai$ looking over the 
shoulder of heavy-handed 
despots, calling attention to 
political prisoners W'hose 
plight would otherwise go 
unnoticed. 
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ibe first time the group has 
scrutinised perceived rights 
deficiencies in the United 
Suites. As an example it has 
highlighted alleged abuses 
in U.S. prisons and other 


deficiencies. 

But the upcoming cam- 
paign is the fa's! pompre- 
hensive review of the 
United States or any other 
Western country for that 
matter. The group's most 
recent country campaigns 
have focused on China and 
Turkey. 

William Schultz, execu- 
tive director of the 
American chapter of 
Amnesty International, said 
that if abuses occur in the 
United Suies. its credibility 
as a global rights watchdog 
is weakened. 

The group said it does not 
want to equate the United 
States with countries that 
routinely arrest and abuse 
dissidents, but it believes 
there are some areas in 
which the U.S. competes 
with other countries in the 
seriousness of violations. 

''Perhaps the most promi- 
nent of these is the death 
penalty," Schultz said last 
week. Capital punishment 
is legal in 38 states and was 
carried out 74 times lust 
year. Amnesty International 
is opposed to capital pun- 
ishment. which it considers 
an appalling abuse. 

Another target is the 
growing practice of using 


electroshock stun belts to 
tame unruly prison inmates. 
The manufacturer of the 
belt. Stun Tech Inc., says it 
is used by about 25 state 
prison sysicm.s and 100 
counties. Amnesty 

International contends the 
device indicts great pain 
and can be fatal. 

In addiiion, Schultz said, 
aliens seeking asylum in 
the Untied States are some- 
times summarily dis- 
patched 10 county jails and 
locked up with common 
criminals. 

Amnesty Intcrnaiionul 
also intends to highlight the 
U.S. refusal thus far to sign 
the U.N. Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. The 
treaty has been open for 
signature since 1990, but 
neither the Bush nor the 
Clinton administrations has 
submitted it to the senate 
for ratification. 

Government lawyers ore 
preparing reservations that 
will accompany the docu- 
ment when it is sent to the 
senate. The rcsen'ations 
will ensure that the conven- 
tion does not infringe on 
the role of parents or 
impose any particular edu- 
cational curriculum. 

Only the United States 


and Sonuilia have not 
.signed the document. U.S. 
onicials say many coun- 
tries sign such documents 
with no intention of abiding 
by their terms. 

Shultz contended that the 
United Slates has an inter- 
national duty to keep rights 
abuses at a minimum. 
“W'hen the U.S. house is 
not in order, it makes it far 
harder for the U.S. to take 
the kind of leadership role 
in imemaiional human 
rights that many of us in 
Amnesty would like to see 
it take," he said. 

State Oepanment 

spokesman James Foley 
said the government has no 
problem with the Amnesty 
International probe. 

"For many years. 
Amnesty International has 
been a leading voice on 
behalf of human rights 
around the world,” he said. 

"We welcome their 
scrutiny of human rights in 
the United States in keep- 
ing with our recognition of 
the universality of human 
rights and our openness as a 
democratic society. 

"We are proud of our 
political and judicial sys- 
tems which we believe are 
the envy of the world." 


Russia sells NASA its time on 
international space station 


MOSCOW (AP; — The 
cash-strapped Russian 
Space Agency has agreed 
to sell its research time on 
the internadonal space sta- 
tion to the United States 
for S60 million so it can 
finish a long-delayed com- 
ponent of the station, 0 ITI- 
cials said Monday. 

The deal to buy research 
time is a pan of NASA's 
effort to boil out its 
Russian councerpon and 
prerem costly new delays 
in constructing and 
launching the 1 ^country 
international space sta- 
tion. The project is behind 
schedule because Ru.ssia 
locks the ftinds to build the 
station’s crew compart- 
menL 

Russian Space Agency 
spokesman Sergei 

Gorbunov said the deal 
wouldn't change Russia's 
^obligations and its rights 
under the $21 billion pro- 
ject. Russia would only 
lose research ume for the 
period of the station's 


assembly in orbit, expect- 
ed to last for at least four 
years, he said. 

“The agreement will not 
hurt Russia's space pro- 
gramme." Gorbunov said 
in a telephone interview. 

Russia's space agency 
has failed to meet three 
target dates for the crew 
module's launch because 
of a lack of funds, putting 
the whole project more 
than one year behind 
schedule. 

Under the deal. Russia 
would let NASA use 
research time that had 
been reserved for Russian 
scientific experiments. 
Russian cosmonauts will 
also help with U.S. exper- 
iments, Gorbunov said. 

He acknowledged that 
Russia badly needs money 
to complete the module 
that would house sta- 
tion's crew. He insisted 
however, that the deal 
doesn’t mean that NASA 
is paying for the segment's 
construction. 


"It's a separate contract 
that doesn’t affect 
Russia's obligations to 
build the sen-ice module.” 
Gorbunov told The 
Associated Press. "We 
expect to spend some of 
the money on the service 
module, but it’s not like 
NASA ordering us to 
spend them on exactly that 
purpose." Representatives 
of the 16 countries partici- 
pating in the project, 
including Russia, the 
United States. Canada and 
Japan, met in Moscow lu.st 
week to discuss the con- 
struction timetable. 

Despite the delay in the 
service module's con- 
struction, they decided to 
carry out the first two 
launches of parts of the 
station as planned. 

A cargo module built by 
the Russian Khrunichev 
company, under contract 
with the U.S. firm Boeing, 
will be launched first on 
Noy. 20. NASA will fol- 
low in December with the 


launch of a second pan. an 
American-built passage- 
way. Gorbunov said. 

The Russian service 
module will be launched 
in July, not in April as ear- 
lier planned, he said. 

Media reports said last 
month that NASA will ask 
Congress and the White 
House for approval to buy 
up to $660 million in 
goods and services from 
the Russian Space Agency 
over the next four years to 
let it meet its obligations 
on the international space 
station. 

Gorbunov said the sum 
wasn’t discussed at the 
meetings between Russian 
and NASA officials last 
week. He said, however, 
that Rus.sia turned down a 
NASA proposal to buy 
two escape capsules for 
$100 million. 

"The price they offered 
was too cheap. The real 
price to be discussed is 
between $150 and 180 
million,” he said. 
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Italian PM considers confidence 
vote after Communist defection 


ROME tAFPj — Italian 
Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi Monday looked set to 
put his government's future 
on tiv; line after he lost 
essential Communist sup- 
port m*er a budget bill. 

Speculation was that 
Prodi would call a vote of 
confidence in parliament 
Thur^ay, where there were 
indications that some of the 
Reformed Communist 
Pany MPs would still back 
his centre-left coalition 
government. 

In Italy's lifting political 
landscape, Prodi is believed 
to need the backing of at 
least 20 of the 34 
Communist MPs to stay in 
office, analysis said. 

Prodi. wlio was scheduled 
to meet French President 
Jacques Chirac and Ehime 
Minister Lionel Jospin in 
Florence Monday and 
Tuesday, said he would try 
keep his majority together. 

But he indicated he had 
no plans to try to bring in 
more centrist support in 


order to stay in power. 

"I have :dways followed 
the same line ... and 1 do not 
intend to shift strateg>' or to 
get involved in political 
gymnastics," the premier 
told the Channel 5 private 
Italian television. 

Emerging from a meeting 
with President Luigi Oscar 
Scalfaro, the prime miiusier 
said he w'ould take the mat- 
ter to parliament, which is 
expect^ to convene 
Wednesday. 

Depending on the out- 
come of the debate, as well 
as on possible negotiations 
in the corridors of parlia- 
ment. Prodi could call a 
vote of confidence 
Thursday. 

He would be forced to 
resign if the confidence 
vote went against him. 

The coalition, so for one 
of the most stable in post- 
war Italy, has been in power 
since 1*9^6. Although the 
Reformed Communist 
Pany voted Sunday to with- 
draw- its suppon from the 


government, members were 
divided and part>' president 
.Armando Cossuta resigned 
in protest Monday. 

Cossuta said be could not 
remain at the head of a 
parry “which follows a pol- 
icy of which 1 disapprove, 
which I consider to be 
wrong and reckless.” 

He said that the vote to 
reject the government's 
1999 budget bill, on a 
motion by secretary- general 
Fausto Bertinotd, would 
have "serious consequences 
for the future of the party." 

The Communist party 
leadership vote was 188 in 
favour of the Bertinoni 
motion and 1 12 against. 

The head of the commu- 
nist group in the lower 
house, Oliviero Diliberto, 
said Monday that the party 
would respect Sunday’s 
decision. In October 1997, 
Prodi faced a similar situa- 
tion in last year's budget 
vote when he offered his 
resignation before finally 
managing to convince the 


Communists to maintain 
their suppon by promising 
legislation 10 reduce work- 
ing hours. 

in a bid to keep 
Communist suppon this 
year, the government 
tack^ a provision onto the 
budget bill which w-ould set 
up a development agency 
for the impoverished soudi 
and an employment pact. 

But the Communists' 
Bertinotti deemed the effort 
insufficient and demanded 
that Italy follow France's 
example in scaling back the 
work week to 35 hours. 

Rightist opposition leader 
Silvio Berlusconi has called 
for the problem to be 
resolved by elections 
before the end of 
November, whereas most 
politicians, including 
Berdnoiii, were opposed to 
the idea. 

The press speculated that 
the most likely outcome 
would be Prodi’s resigna- 
tion and the formadon of a 
caretaker government. 


Brazil’s President Cardoso nears reelection 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 
— Brazilian President 
Fernando Henrique 

Cardoso was on the verge of 
a widely amicipated reelec- 
lioQ Monday, according to 
partial election returns. 

With almost half — 48.97 
per cent — of Sunday's vote 
counted, Cardoso wa& sail- 
ing ahead with a 50.49 per 
cent support, against 34.81 
per cent fm- his closest rival, 
left-wing coalition leader 
Luiz Inacio “Uila" da Silva. 

Canloso is just short of 
the magic number of 5 1 per 
cent of the vote he needs to 
secure iMlection without a 
runoff. 

If conlinned. Cardoso's 
victoiy will certainly be 
welcomed by imemaiional 
financial circles: Cardoso 
has pledged tough econom- 
ic reforms, likely to be 
backed by a massive imer- 
national bailout package, in 
a bid to ball a pmsible cur- 
rency devaluation. 

"I believe the outcome of 
the vote will give the presi- 


dent more legitimacy, more 
political strength, it was a 
good victory." said Foreign 
Minister Luiz Felipe 
Lamprela. 

Reeleciion on the first bal- 
lot should strengthen 
Cardoso’s hand in negodat- 
ing foreign aid and impos- 
ing austerity measures that 
he has said were essential to 
battle the economic crisis, 
analysts said. 

In Washington. IMF 
Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus said the 
International Monetary 
Fund was awaiting a form^ 
request for assistance from 
Brazil. 

"I could imagine that this 
could be done soon," 
Camdessus said. "It is cer- 
tainly in the interest of 
Brazil to confirm its view 
rapidly to allow the iniema- 
tiooal communiiy to finalise 
its commitments.'* 

Finance Minister Pedro 
Malan. also in Washington 
over the weekend, dis- 
missed speculation that a 


devaluadon would follow 
the Brarilian elecdons. 

“There will be no maxi- 
devaJuadon, no mini-deval- 
uadon, no floating 
exchange rates." Malan 
said, ^ding that Brazil 
needed between $16 billion 
and S21 billion over the 
next IS months. 

Cardoso has said he 
would impose a potendally 
painful and-crisis plan, but 
has not outlined the propos- 
als to date. Some analysts 
said he might decide to wait 
until OcL 25 when several 
of his poHdeal allies ^o into 
a second round of voting for 
gubernatorial and congres- 
sional posts. 

"I \-oted. Cardoso so 1 can 
remain unemployed ,’* joked 
Kada Machada, 25, who 
lives in Rio's populous 
Rocinha slum. "But serious- 
ly. be has done a lot for the 
poor so we can buy food, so 
prices don’t go up every 
day." 

Cardoso is credited with 
ridding the country of 


hyperinfladon, but critics 
say he has done little to help 
the millions of Brazilians 
who live in abject poverty. 

Last year. Cardoso had the 
constitution amended so be 
could seek a second four- 
year term, which he said he 
needed to continue his 
reform programme. 

"I voted Cardoso in 1994, 
but I feel I’ve been cheat- 
ed," said lawyer Murilo 
Portocarrero after casting 
his vote for Lula in the well- 
heeled Gavea suburb, only a 
few kilometres from the 
squalor of Rocinha, South 
America’s largest slum. 

“The only thing he has 
done is to serve internation- 
al bankers," Ponocanero 
said of (2ardo$o. 

Lula has accused the pres- 
ident of failing to reve^ the 
full extent of the crisis. 

Brazil’s domestic debt bas 
grown to $300 bUlion, capi- 
tal flight since August 
amounts to $30 billion and 
reserves have fallen from 
$70 bUlion to $45 billion. 


Police experts search Japan’s 
suspected poison horror house 


TOKYO (AFP) — Dozens 
of police forensic experts 
began a painstaking search 
of a house in western Japan 
where a couple are suspect- 
ed of conducting an horrific 
13-y^ poisoning cam- 
paign. 

Blue pl^tic sheets were 
set up on the roof and 
around the house in the 
western city of Wakayama 
to screen Ae building and 
prevent comomination as 
around 50 officers began the 
search which could take up 
CO a week, a police 
spokesman said. 

Public television said offi- 
cers would also dig up the 
garden and search through 
sewerage pipes for any trace 
of the use of poison. 

Authorities were also 
seeking any link to an 
arsenic-laced curry that 
killed four people and 
injured more than 60 at a 
July community festival in 
the Sonobe district of 
Wakayama. 

“I understand that sus- 
pects have been arrested in 
the case of attempted mur- 
der and fraud in Wakayama 
pref»:uire." Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi told reporters. 

“I have the impression that 
we have passed a major hur- 


dle in the case." be said of 
the anesis. which gripped 
the country with almost 
blanket television coverage 
throughout Sunday. 

The couple, 37-year-old 
fonner heal^ insurance 
saleswoman Masumi 
Hayashi and her 53-year-old 
husband Kenji, allegedly 
received insurance money 
worth more than 500 mil- 
lion yen (53.7 million) with 
the oldest poisoning case 
daring back 13 years, Jiji 
Press news agency said. 

They have yet to be direct- 
ly linked 10 the curry 
Idl lings. 

Instead. Masumi, who 
appeared relaxed id the fre- 
quent television interviews 
held before her arrest 
Sunday, is being questioned 
over the arsenic poisoning 
of a 35-year-oId acquain- 
tance. 

She is suspected of crying 
to kill the man to obtain 129 
million yen in insurance 
payments. Instead, he sur- 
vived the meal and spent 
four months in hospital until 
Janu^ this year, allegedly 
earning the woman 1.6 mil- 
lion yen. 

Her husband, who report- 
edly had access to arsenious 
acid from his former job as a 


tennite exterminator, Is sus- 
pected of insurance fraud 
and attempted fraud. 

They were taken from sep- 
arate police stations to the 
Wakayama prefectural pros- 
ecutors office but bad yet to 
be officially charged, said 
Sbuji Imoto, a spoilsman 
for Wakayama East police 
station. 

‘The couple have been 
denying all the accusations,” 
Imoto said. 

“The wife complained of a 
migraine this morning but 
she looked healthy. Her 
appetite seemed intact but 
she left over a bit of the 
bread for breakfast," be 
added 

“About 50 investigators 
are searching their home 
again today, focusing on 
poisonous substances and 
documents related to insur- 
ance. 

According to a report by 
Kyodo News agency. 
Masumi Hayashi kept soli- 
tary watch for five minutes 
over the fatal curry dished 
up at the July 25 festival in 
Sonobe, Wakayama. 

One private television net- 
work quoted a Sonobe resi- 
dent as saying Masumi 
Hayashi had volunteered at 
a meeting to help prepare 


the festival. 

"She was never the kind of 
a person to participate in 
town meetings, so 1 found it 
a bit strange when she sud- 
denly volunteered" she told 
the television station. 

The poisoning case has 
dominated television news 
and gossip shows, with the 
widely-tipped arrests 

Sunday attracting hundreds 
of reporters and several heli- 
copter-bome camera crews. 

1710 curry killings have 
spawned more than 20 
copycat poisoning cases 
across Japan in which one 
person has died 

The prime minister called 
for a thorough investigation 
of the curry deaths to “clear 
all aspects of the case as 
early as possible in order to 
wipe out public anxiety." 

Takeshi Nomura, head of 
the first criminal investiga- 
tion division at Wakayama 
East police station, said 
inquiries into the couple 
would go ahead in conjunc- 
tion with the curry investi- 
gation. 

"We are trying to ascertain 
the motives (behind the 
cuny case) from all 
aspects." he told a news con- 
ference the previous day. 


Russia’s top cop prepares for any scenario in nationai protest 




ni'’ 


Moscow (AFP) — 
Knssia’s top cop< 
speaking on the eve of 
A oationvride protest, 
Monday urged the 
country’s vast army of 
police officers to pre- 
pare for “any sce- 
nario” during the one- 
*^ay strike. 


“We must be ready 
for any scenario and 
take adequate mea- 
sures,” Interior 

Minister Sergei 

Stepashin told police 
chiefs from Russia’s 15 
largest regions. 

“We must, within the 
framework of the law, 


prevent the protest 
demonstrations from 
deteriorating into mass 
disorder,” he said in 
comments broadcast 
by the commercial 
television channel 
NTV. 

TVade unions esti- 
mate that nine million 


Russians will strike 
Wednesday and about 
30 million people will 
take to the street in 
protest over pension 
and wage arrears. 

The Communist 
Party opposition will 
march under old 
Soviet slogans and 


urge President Boris 
Yeltsin to step down. 

Such nationwide 

demonstrations have 
fizzled out in previous 
years. But with the 
ruble nosediving 

sharply after almost 
three years of stability, 
sending prices rocket- 


ing, the nation’s police 
force is preparing for 
the worst 

More than 11,000 
police officers and 
4,000 interior ministry 
troops will be stationed 
in Moscow during the 
rally. 

But Stepashin, who 


will report to Yeltsin 
about the preparation 
later Monday, said the 
police will be careful 
not to provoke the 
marchers, particularly 
since many of have also 
been hit by Russia’s 
unprecedented eco- 
nomic crisis. 


People have 
right to express 
point of view and 
positions, espei 
since many reall; 
live in very difi 
circumstances,” 
said. 'This incl 
the police, too.” 
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Inaction also 
breeds reaction 


IT APPEARS that Belgrade once again 
got away with murder in Kosovo, even 
though atrocities were committed before 
the very eyes of the North Atlantic 
IVeaty Organisation (NATO) and the 
U.N. Security Council. The Serbs, it 
seems, are very good at telling when the 
m^or powers are only bluffing when 
they threaten to intervene. Belgrade has 
once again called their blnff. NATO 
forces struck at the Serbs too late in the 
hour and after a series of acts of geno- 
cide were perpetrated. The horrific and 
sad history of ethnic cleansing and mass 
slaughter in Bosnia has thus been 
repeated in Kosovo with impunity sim- 
ply because Western resolve has been 
shaken by disunity. 

Moscow also helped Belgrade by “veto- 
ing” in advance any Security Council 
resolution that would have authorised 
military lutervention. The Russian gov- 
ernment has hinted at a halt to coopera- 
tion with NATO as a ploy to make the 
alliance capitals sacrifice humanitarian 
interventioa on the altar of political 
expediency and accommodation. The 
fate of Kosovo is now entirely in the 
hands of the aggressors. Not much of a 
new international order, with the meek 
powerless while the mighty call the 
shots. 

While NATO leaders still contemplate 
whether to override Russian and 
Chinese objections and unleash punitive 
air strikes against Serb forces, Kosovo 
Albanians are mercilessly left to stew in 
their own juices. Is NATO waiting for 
more atrocities before it lifts its finger, 
exactly as it did in Bosnia? The lessons 
of Bosnia seen to be all foi^otten. 

Members of the international commu- 
nity, especi^y the mighty Western 
nations, cannot ignore the plight of the 
Muslim minority in Kosovo and expect 
their own not to become angry and 
resentful. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra*i’s Fahed Fanek discussed a recent lecture on the 
Arab oil situation given by an Iraqi oil expert, Waleed 
Khudori, who was pessimistic about oil prices drop- 
ping, because demand is low and supply is high. Even 
in exchanging information, there is no coordination 
between Arab oil states, the writer claimed. It was 
expected that the barrel price would reach $100 by the 
year 2000, but now it is unlikely to exc^d $15 per bar- 
rel. According to Fanek, the expert asked why Arab oil 
producers are always responsible for balancing supply 
and demand balance and have to reduce their promo- 
tion while other oil-producing countries do not 
Khudori was also pessimistic about future oil demand, 
because, the writer said, the oil industry suffers from 
bad management 


A] Dustour’s editorial called for a decisive and fair 
solution to deal with the deadlocked peace treaty. In her 
upcoming visit to the region. U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has to use U.S. influence in order to 
push Israel — whose stubborn policies are obstructing 
the area's peace and stability — to yield to internation- 
al will. U.S. credibility in the region can only be 
ensured in this way. Tte continuity of this situation, 
will see the Middle East suffer more terrorism and 
wars, said the editorial. Palestinians have offered all 
that they can afford to ensure the continuity of the peace 
treaty, and it is Israel's cum to do so. U.S. responsibili- 
ty is as important as Israel’s regarding this issue. 


The midnight knock 


THE CONTROVERSY over the late night raids last 
week on areas where foreign workers are known to live 
has raised legal and moral issues that strike me as com- 
pelling in terms of Jordan's political morality and self- 
image. I have not made a personal visit to the raided 
areas, but have talked to people who did visit the 
detained Filipinos in police stations, and people whose 
own homes or gardens were entered by the police lace 
at night for the purpose of taking foreign workers into 
custody, even though the workers had their papers in 
order. Some were kept for a few hours and released 
when their employers arrived with their papers,' while 
others spent a night or more in jail. The matter raises 
the following important points, in my view: 

1. Clearly there has been some Ceaucescu-style law 
enforcement going on in this respect, which is unac- 
ceptable by any standards. Detaining people with valid 
residence and work permits and then asl^g questions 
later is bad morality, low political culture, and sloppy 
law enforcement 

The government is not only right, but also obligated, 
to move decisively against illegal foreign labour in the 
country; but it is wrong to do so with banana republic- 
like methods when a) other options are available, and 
bj the situation should never have been allowed to get 
to this point in the first place due to the mistakes of 
past governments. The main question I raise is whether 
it is morally, legally and politically appropriate to use 
this style of rounding up human beings at midnight and 
herding them into police stations, often without letting 
them make a phone call. 

2. Under discussion here is not only the government's 
law enforcement methods, but its political credibility 
in terms of its (very enlightened and welcomed) stated 
new commitment to transparency and accountability. 
The public needs to know how widespread this sort of 
action was, for this brand of law enforcement is being 
done in the name of all Jordanians, and for our own 
well-being. We have the right as a citizenry to know 
precisely how our law enforcement personnel behave. 
Their actions are taken in the name of a sovereignty 
that is rooted in the principle of democratic account- 


ability. 

The prime minister seems to have staked his govern- 
ment’s entire incumbency on this point, for which he 
and his minis ters deserve our respect and appreciation. 
This is an opportunity for his government to translate 
words inio action. 

We need to know: was the round-up of foreign work- 
ers, regardless of their legal or illegal status, a common 
practice, or were these isolated incidents? Did the 
majority of foreign workers get treated decently or was 
the majority treated in this heavy-handed, indiscrimi- 
nate manner? We should be careful not to accuse the 
entire law enforcement apparatus if the &xcesses were 
the work of a few enthusiastic wildmen. 

If it proves to be that we do have a problem with 
over-z^ous law enforcement, that problem should be 
addressed with the appropriate mix of humility, disci- 
pline, re-training, and instituting more strict account- 
ability mechanisms. Is it possible for the justice min- 
istry CO set up a phone number for people to call if they 
were subjected to what they think is inappropriate and 
unacceptable behaviour by the security forces? 

And perhaps the parliamentary security or public 
freedoms committee could set up a task force to inves- 
tigate some of these incidents. to ascertain the truth? 
Again, 1 emphasise, the government's motives and 
right to act are not in question: but its manner of behav- 
iour is very much in question. 

This is due to two reasons: a) midnight knocks on the 
door are a morally repugnant manner of law enforce- 
ment, do not necessarily guarantee success, and in any 
case should not have been necessary had the last dozen 
Jordanian governments been more diligent and ef6- 
cient at labour law enforcement, and, b) police behav- 
iour of this sort against illegal foreign workers sets a 
bad precedent that could spill over into other fields, 
targeting Jordanians or foreigners, if we do not have 
sufficient safeguards in place. We have compounded 
the inefficiency, mediocrity and almost total absence of 
past enforcement of labour laws by adding to our polit- 
iciti legacy the concept of the midnight knock on the 
door. Tliis troubles me as a Jordanian, because I know 


there arc more humane, efficient, and siutainable ways 
of achieving the urgent goal of legalising the foreigD 
labour market. 

3 . To whom are the police and security services 
accountable in our democratically accountable, and 
increasingly transparent system? If excesses were com-, 
mitted, what is the mechanism to rectify the problem 
and reprimand or punish those who may have acted in 
an inappropriate manner? Did anyone, in fact, act in an 
inappropriate manner, or does the majority of 
Jordanians accept what happened last week as reason- 
able and just retribution for those illegal foreign work- 
ers who abuse our hospitable and relaxed nature? The 
two major elements in effective political accountabili- 
ty are the hflnHling of fiscal expenditures and the 
behaviour of police and security personnel. 

The former is relatively well covered in Jordan; the 
latter, as last week reminds us, may still require some 
work. It would be useful now to devise a public politi- 
cal mechanism to assess the moral, legal and political 
dimensions of last week’s police raids, so that any pos- 
sible wrong actions can be addressed quickly, and, 
more importantly, are not repeated in friture. If the pub- 
lic consensus is that nothing wrong happened, then so 
be it, and we live h^pily with the consequences of our 
own moral and political values. If there is no real 
accountability in cases like this, however, the whole 
concept of transparency and democracy becomes rather 
less credible and meanin gful than we'd like it to be. 

Seeing as these two principles have been a corner- 
stone of the Tarawneh government, this seems an ideal 
opportunity for the government to step forward with 
moral vigour and political self-confidence and tackle 
this question head-on, with neither fear nor qmlogy. I ■ 
hope it will rise to the challenge, mmntain Jordanls 
good name, and set impressive new st^dards of .law 
enforcement that are at once humane, effectiye,.'and 
morally beyond reproach. 


The need for ethics in business 




Kamel Ml. Moghrabi is prq^ssor of 
business administration at Mu’ta 
Unh'ersity 


THE ADVENT of management revo- 
lutioD of tbe early twenty century and 
its historical transition to “profession- 
al management’' has cau^ labour- 
relations to surface a critical issue ~ 
how to improve supervisory skills 
from manipulative to participate rela- 
tionship. Yet. in tbe fervour for indus- 
malisadoD and technological advance- 
ment businessmen have overlooked 
tbe declining rate of change in their 
‘*ba$ic value" system which intrinsi- 
cally guide them in the pursuit of 
excellence In accordance values 
and a moral code of natural law. 
Unfortunately,' businessmen have not 
slowed down their rush towards higher 
technologies in order to reevaluate the 
status of their moral code. The value 
issue of business derives from the per- 
vasive social, bence moral, nature of 
business and caimot extrapolate mere- 
ly from its abstracted economic func- 
tion. 

The dissatisfaction with scientific 
and bureaucratic parapheroaUa with its 
inhuman authoritarian engineering 
approach — neglecting individual dif- 
ferences, informal groups, inter and 
intra personal relationships, and social 
responsibility — hastened toe rise of a 


modem movements of human relation. 
Thus, the erroneous assumptions that 
human behaviour can be controlled 
through monetary incentives and the 
use the “carrot and stick** teeb- 
nique, have lost toeir momentum. 
Furthermore, the blurred image of the 
“organisation" in today's literature is 
primarily caused by the misuse of toe 
‘•value concept” taken out of its proper 
context 

In fact people in both industrialised 
and underdeveloped countries are dis- 
satisfied 'with the actual performance 
of present materialistic economy. Tbe 
great depression of toe 1920s. the pre- 
sent financial meltdown and stock 
market tfisaster of Japanese and South 
Eastern countries, and the ongoing 
scandal in Washington are all evi^nce 
of the improbity of values of our 
organisations. Our material organisa- 
tions have placed the “job" at t& cen- 
tre of life and everything else must 
revolve around iL higher values 
that preserve the wholeness of man's 
personality — mentally and physically 
— have b^n dismissed as intangibles. 
The values of prevailing economic 
systems are warped and, tous, our 
morality can hardly be identified with 
the doctrine of the Holy Scriptures. We 
need to envisage a new faith around 
which our life experiences can be inte- 
grated and become meaningful. 


Recent literature is voicing deep 
concern for this organised dilemma. 
Values are viewed as one set of limita- 
tions which constrict administrative 
action and their consideration is 
becoming an important aspect of 
administration. Tbe answer to this per- 
plexity lies in a consensus on values 
that can only be achieved by the 
preservation and the sqiplicatioa of the 
code of ethics and tbe basic values of 
natural law, and This should be tbe 
desired objective of organisational 
processes. 

Representatives of societal systems 
— ethical technocrats — should mon- 
itor organisational mitputs and make 
toe necessary corrective actions for toe 
preservation of basic moral code. On 
tbe other hand, organisations should 
remodel themselves to accommo^te 
the value concepL This configuration 
not only promotes the useful bureau- 
cratic variable exogenous to natural 
law but, also, team work, task groiq)s, 
and less formally rigid structures 
which will hopefully le^ man and his 
organisation toward richer, deeper, and 
more satisfying experiences governed 
by toe irretotable c^e of basic v^ues 
that God has ordered for “ humans ” on 
earth. In God's Moral Code we trust 
should be the philosophy for exonera- 
tion of our human, particularly busi- 
ness. organisations. 


Tips on negotiating 


To the editor: 


AS AN Israeli Jew in the U.S., I’ve noticed that one ' 
of the most pervasive stereotypes westerners apply to : 
both Jews and Arabs is that we are cunning and crafty 
traders. However, if toe negotiations underlying toe 
“Peace Process” are any indication, both sides have 
proven that this stereotype is completely without 

basis in reality. 

If I were a negotiator on Uie Arab/Palestiruan 
these are toe tactics. 1 would employ: 

1 would accede to whatever conditions tfie 
Netanyahu government wished to impose. In this way 
an agreement would be reached quickly. Then, 1 
would lavish effusive praise on Netanyahu, and pro- 
claim far and wide my appreciation of his concern for 
the well-being of toe Palestinian people. 

Immediately toe Israeli right wing would point to 
the agreement — underscored by Arab praise for 
Netanyahu — and his government would fall. New 
Israeli elections would be called, and, in all likeli- 
hood, a centre/left coalition would come to power, 
with toe Labour Party as toe senior partner. 

Such a coalition would negotiate with tbe Arabs on 
an equitable basis, and it would immediately recog- 
nise a Palestinian state. 

In any case, the results of this strategy could cer- 
tainly be no worse than toe present reality. 


Gregg ^Gershon’ Sneirson, 
P.O. Box 16, 
Boston, MA 02445 USA. 


Palestinian refugees: The mountain to climb 


Salman Abn-Sitta 


WHO SAYS Oslo is dead? The final status 
negotiations are well underway. Although it is 
only a dry-run of tbe real dung, practis^ by a 
group of academics and aspiring politicians, it 
is a realistic bluqprint of toe fut^ as toe most 
sympathetic and ‘moderaie' Israelis would like 
to see. Absent from tbe picture is tbe weight of 
the majority of the Palestinians whose fate is 
being disclosed in closed rooms, namely toe 
refugees. 

According to Ha'aretz ( Inching up a 
Treacherous Slope. Sqotember 9, a 

group of Israelis and Palestinians under the 
auspices of Harvard University's Intanational 
Afihiis Centre, has produced a 'compromise* 
report for the ‘final solution' of toe refri^ 
problem (the quotation maiks are not stated but 
meant). 

The Israeli group is known to favour peace- 
ful settlement wito toe Palestinians, -tnyyie of 
them had official positions, all of them have an 
influence on Israeli public opinion and deci- 
sion makers. So far so good. The 'compro- 
mise’ therefore would be the best to be hoped 
for from toe Israeli side. 

What is tbe Israeli conqxomise? Israel shares 
tbe practical (not moral or legal) responsibility 
for A1 Nakbeh in 1948, and is prepared to 
admit some families under ‘Shaml’ pro- 
gramme wito some con^)ensatioD to others 
set-off by compensation to Jews from Arab 
countries. lii return, toe Palestinians forfeit 
their right of return to their homes and those 
ludty enough to be selected by tbe Isrulis can 
return to the West Bank and Gaza. 

Tbe report is principally co-authored by 
Joseph Alpher and Khalil ShikakL Alpha is an 
American-Israeli vAa was a Mossad officer for 
over a decade chasing figures of toe Resistance 
Movement, became a di^tor of Jafiee Centre 
for Strategic Studies and is now a director of 
the American Jewish Committee in Israel. 
■Shiicalri is a Nablus academic and leading poll- 
ster. He is a refugee from Zarnuga and his fom- 
ily is exiled to Rafah refugee camp where his 


father Itxahim and brother Abdul Aziz still 
lives. He took a difierent political course from 
his eldest brotoer, Fathi. who was slain by toe 
Israeli Mossad in Malta in 1995. 

Tbe report or at least the Israeli portion of it 
is based on the assumption that P^estinians do 
not belong to Palest^ hence to^ have no 
‘right of return' to it They are not a people, so 
they can be stowed away in different countries. 
Th^ plight is a humanitarian issue to ^diich 
all countries, including Israel should con- 
tribute. The report is too sophisticated to 
say this bluntly, but every dire^on it takes 
le^ to this conclusion. 

Moreover it says dial Russians. Ethiopians, 
Poles and Moroccans have toe ‘right’ to return 
to Israel unconditionally if th^ are Jews and 
they should be paid conqsnsation by the 
Pale^iruaDS. among others, if they left toeir 
homes in Arab countries to settle in Palestine. 

Ibe message to five milli on refugees who 
were expelled from 530 localities and whose 
land is ^ per cent of Israel is “soiy ftx- what 
happened in 1948, that is all" 

7^ weight of human rights, U.N. resolu- 
tions and ^ve all the do^ed determination 
of tbe Falestioians, is reduced to a hollow half- 
hearted ^logy. 

Tbe re^ generously accepts the return of 
“tens of thousand" under a fiai^y reunification 
pFOgramme, but it n^ects to mentiai toat tiiis 
is a fraction of the toiee quatters of a million 
who would have been allowed to retuin when 
Israel promised in 1949 to allow the return of 
1(X),(X)0 as a price of admission to the U.N., 
but never honoured its promises. 

The refugees allowed to return to the West 
Bank and Gaza, whose borders are left unde- 
fined in the report should be related by toe 
remaining temtoiy’s ^)soiptive capacity and 
Israel's acquiescence. Those tomiiiar \rito toe 
present difficulty of getting a Palestinian ID 
will know that tbe return under these condi- 
tioDs is amisnomer. According to a 1996 study 
by K. McCarthy of Rand Coipon^ion, the 
absoiptive cap^ty of the West Bank, not to 
mention Gaza, is far too low to allow the foum 


of any appreciable number of refugees. Note 
toat these refugees are not meant to return 
home but merely to change their camp address 
to Palestine. The present ccmditicxis are of 
course much worse than befexe. On both 
counts, toe absorptive c^iacity and laaeU 
acquiescence, this ‘coixqjioinise’ is rendered 
useless. 

But the blatant aqrea of the Israeli position 
is toe linkage of compensadcxi for Palestinians 
to that of dte Jews. Tbe repot Directs die foct 
that tbe Palestinians are entitled to both return 
and conyensation. Careful studies put their 
compensation to S511 l^on, excluding 
homes and land. These are not for sale. The 
refugees are detenmined to recover toeir pre^ 
erty. It is b^otd ccxqprehensioi diat toe rqx»t 
ignores that white Jews, under the pressure tac- 
tics of die World Jewish Restitution 
Organisation, ate restoiog their property in 

Eut^ widiout toe benefit of a single U.N. res- 
olutioL 

The linkage to cQixqrecsatioa of Jews who 
left Arab countries is iirelevant for three rea- 
sons. First diis Jewish immi^atioa to Israel 
took place after the expulsion of the 
Palestinians and as a result of it Those Jews 
are boKficiaries of jPalestinian prc^jeity and 
tfaty should pay compensation not receive it 
Second, aity Jewish claims should be 
addressed to the countries thQr left voluntarily. 
They could ^ly to these countries to recover 
their property ai^ citizenship. It is of no con- 
cern to the Patestimans. Third, there is do UJ^. 
resolution a iniacDatioDal consensus to si^ 

port dus Jewish claim. The fact of the mattois 
diat the Jewish claim, exaggerated as it is, is 
designed to thwart toe Intimate claims of ^ 
Palestinians. 

Tbe pn^x)sal of settling die refugees b other 

countries is as old and as petsiscent as tbe 
Transfer plan advocated by Herzl and heragy 
a part of dte hard-core Zionist doctrine. 
year, a new transfer plan, {xqjosed by Donna 
Aizt under tbe umbrella of (tbe Aj^can) 
CouncQ on Foreign Relations was flatly reject- 
ed by die Gulf coumries. A cursory examina- 


tion of tbe events m tbe last 50 years shows 
clearly that setdement sdiemes are riA Oi TMvt to 
foiluie. 

The Palestinians are willing, the report says, 
to acG^ that the return of the refugees eo 
masse is not feasible. The boundaries are lost 
and toe country is full of immigr ants If tins is 
ntx an echo of tbe Israeli position, it is grossly 
misinformed. Evety sbgle rinmirn Iq Palestine 
is traceable. If it took Jarvis, tbe lanH expert 
toe UJ'l. OmcOiation Commission, eight years 
to fxoduce half a million records of land own- 
ers registry m 1964. it will take Israel Laiid 
Adrainisiranon (ILA) few minmftg k) larieve 
any mfonuation from its computer database. 
After aU, ELA rents Palestinian tanrt to the 
bankrupt Kibbutz. As to toe crowded country, 
die report failed to mention thgr only about 
170,000 Kibbutz farmers control 17,000,000 
dunums of Palestinian land, w asting {vedous 
water and showing very little foe it 

Tte repoit never mentions that Jewish itnini" 
gration is a threat to tbe stability of die regioo 
OT a strab — bdeed a cause of war — on its 
hmit^ resources, e^)ecially water. It never 
questions toe racist nature of toe Jewish law of 
return. It never shows any recognition oCto 
apomaly between refusal of toe Palestinians’ 
to return home and the imiimiwvi access 
of biini^te to these same homes. 

^ Tne sad dung about the report is that it is 
K> be the best toat could be proposed 

by the most sympathetic Israelis. Tqaeiis, it 
seems, are stUl tbe victims of the myths th?y 
oeated and expect toe Palestinians to believe. 
^ a better fo^ for boto peoples, to^ 
shwld look outskte thdr own cloistered wodd 
recognise — indeed address toe bjustioe 
have inflicted upem the PatesdniaiS. 
™«etz described the solution to the lefogc® 
^wlem ^ dimbbg Mount Everest Jt seem 
dte Isr^Iis have to climb a lot more to seethe 

light of the djty. 


writer is a Palestbuan amtrxictor w 
and a researcher on the issue nf 
^^^^•^stine refugees. 
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New chancellor, new capital, old ways 


By Timothy Carton Ash 

■THIS IS a historic luomeni" a stalwart Ger- 
Qiuii Chnstian Democrat whispered lo nte a*.! 
Helmut Kohl mounted the stage at the puny 
headejuarters in Bonn. As if it needed sa\ing! 
Given the Christian Democrats’ bad defeat, we 

ail guessed that, after 1 6 years in power 1 6 

years that changed the world — the giant of 
bggersheim, the chancellor of German unity 
and European unification, would be stepping 
down. When the cries of -Helmut! Helmut” 
had finally abated, he gave a dignified shon 
speech saying he would cease to be party 
leader as well as chancellor. 

For Germany’s conservatives, this was like 
Mrs. Thatcher’s departure and last year’s elec- 
toral disaster rolled into one. Like the British 
Conservatives, many Christian Democrats had 
felt the defeat coming. But the .scale of it wa.s 
sdll a shock — especially since the opinion 
polls had shown them catching up. As in 
Britain, people simply felt those in power had 
been there too long. They got bored with the 
same old faces. Boredom is an underrated fac- 
tor in politics. 

Kohl is fhe last great European statesman of 
the 20th century. As I watched him take his 
leave. I thought of a memorable conversation 
we had a few years ago. At one point he took 
my breath away. “Do you realise,” he said, 
“that you are sitting opposite the direct succes- 
sor to Adolf Hiller?” The point of this startling, 
even shocking, remark was that he — the first 
chancellor of a united Germany since Hitler — 
was going to do eve^hing quite differently. 
Whereas HiUer had tried to put a German roof 
over Europe, he was determined to put a Euro- 


pean root over Germany. 'Tliis amazing sally 
encapsulated .^ieveral ingredienLs of Kohl’s 
Sreaines.s: his aculc instinct for power, bis his- 
torical vision and the bold .simplicity of his 
strategic thinking. To that wc must add tactical 
adroitne.ss, party-political cunning and, not 
least, vasi phy.sicul .stamina. 

Last Sunday’s election was not only the end 
of this ga/ganoiao phenomenon. It was also the 
end of the Bonn republic. Next year the gov- 
ernment will move to Berlla As Isherwuud 
didn't write: “Good-bye to Bonn.” Walking up 
the modast dual carriageway which is the spine 
of the dank Rhineland city, with cheerful 
wwds thronging the pavements, their aiicn- 
uon soon turning bock from the election lo a 
rock bai^. beer, and the Formula One Champi- 
onships just up the rood, I felt a pang of regret. 
For the Bonn republic has been a good Ger- 
many, perhaps (he best Germany we have ever 
had. And in this election it proved the maturity 
of iLs quiet, civil democracy. Not only did the 
German voters once again reject the extremes 
ol left and right, despite four million unenv- 
ployed. For the first time in the histeny of the 
Federal Republic, they also changed (he gov- 
ernment as the direct result of u general elec- 
tion. According to the winner, the Social 
Democrat Gerhard Schroder, this rather than 
Kohl’s departure, i.s the reason it may desers'e 
the title “historic.” 

As I write, the triumphant Social Democrats 
and the envi/Dnmentuli.st Greens announce 
have opened the coalition talks that precede the 
formation of any German government. Assum- 
ing these are successful, the two parties togeth- 
er will have a comfonable majority. Let me 
make three guesses about this “Red-Green” 


coalition which, under Chancellor Schriider. 
and soon in mugnifioeiu new Beilin oiTtces. 
would take Germany into ihc next cemttry. 

My first guess is an ofMimistic one. It has to 
do with so culled “ foreigners” living in Ger- 
many. The only disturbing element in this elec- 
tion campaign was the popultu* hostility to 
these Tbreigners** that it reveled, especially in 
east Germany. To be sure of nmiuliuous 
applause, a politician had only to say some- 
thing about foreigners “not aiMistng mir luvipi- 
taliiy” or “respecting our laws and ways.” On 
the streets of Berlin the posters of a far-right 
naiionaJisi party proclaim simply “Criminal 
Foreigners Out!” 

This is a problem that Germany lias made for 
itself. Whereas Britain has a very' lestrictive 
imniigralion policy but Uien is quite liberal in 
granting British citizenship. Germany has been 
extremely liberal in caking people in. but very 
lestriciive in granting them German ciiizen- 
.ship. The re.suli is that a staggering seven mil- 
lion people live as “foreigners” in Genuany. 

Now the Greens are admirable on this. They 
say: if a Turkish worker has lived here i'or 
years carrying out all the duties of a ciii^^n. 
then he .should have all the rights of a cid/cn as 
w'ell. So my hope is that Germany may finally 
get a more normal, libcnil citizenship law. us in 
Britain and America, with the maun criteria 
being place of birth or long-term Ksidcnce. 
rather than ethnicity. .And high time too. 

My second guess is more pessimistic — for 
Germany though perhaps not for its competi- 
tors. Helmut Kohl pitiably did laiger things 
for his country- than Maigaret Thatcher did for 
hers. (To be fair, laiger things needed doing. 
Tlte United Kingdom did not need to be reunit- 


ed: rather the reverse;. But Kohl failed to do 
preci<iely tiio.se big things that Thatcher did: 
reducing the power of the unions, privatisation, 
deregulation, lowering direct ta.xation, cutting 
public spending and so forth. Now Gerhard 
Scliriider fought a campaign of Blair-like disci- 
pline .uid razzmatazz. But to be a Blair in 
ofilce, you need first to have had your Thatch- 
er. 

If Germany is to remain competitive and to 
create new Jobs, it needs some of that medi- 
cine. Thatcherism with u human face, so to 
speak. 1 think Schroder hiimself understands 
this. Bui in his own party the old left is much 
stronger than ii is in New Labour. Not he but 
Oskar Lufontuine is party leader, which is 
rather us though Blair were prime minister but 
John Prescott were Labour leaden Schroder 
w on older voters from the Christian Democrats 
by promising to restore their pensions. He also 
says that he w ill defend the welfare state and 
dc‘li\ er “social justice.” Meanwhile, the Greens 
ha\e on agenda very for removed from neo-Iib- 
crol economies. They want punitive taxes on 
petrol, for example. This does not add up to the 
political ba.sis for reforms that German busi- 
ness leaders think onr essential. 

Finally, a guess about Europe and the impli- 
cations for Britain. At the moment, it seems 
likely that Joschka Fischer, one of the most 
eifeciive self-styled “realists” among the 
G/rens. will become Germany’s new foreign 
minister. Tltis may be bad for concerted mili- 
tary action under NATO auspices in places 
such as Kosovo, since the Greens still have an 
influential pacifist wing. But it is unlikely to 
change the main lines of German policy in 
Europe. 


Here, victory for the “German Blair” will 
give British govemmem new hopes of 
building a Franco-Gennan-Britisb triangle 
instead of the exclusive Franco-German axis. 
Schroder himself has made a nod in this direc- 
tion. I think there is some basis for these hopes, 
less because all three governments are now of 
the left, than because tiie successor generation 
in German politics is simply cooler and more 
hard-nosed about Europe than were post-war 
Euro-enthusiasts such as Helmut Kohl. 

Schroder himself was initially sceptical about 
Europe^ monetary union. Like so much else 
about him, it is ha^ to know whether this was 
a matter of personal conviction or simply trim- 
ming to public opinion. Now. of course, he'll 
go through with EMU and try to make it work 
— as should we. And his inaugural speech may 
still contain the usual visionary Eui^rhetoric. 
But unlike Kohl, he w'on’i in fact be pursuing a 
personal vision of ever closer political union. 
This, together with the themes of flexibility, 
subsidiarity and eastward enlargement of the 
EU. makes common ground for a Blairite 
Britain. 

Yet Blair will have to work at it. There 
remains the hard fact that Germany and France 
are inside the inner core of monetary' union, 
and the UK is not. There is a great battle ahead 
about Germany's outsize contribution to the 
EU budget. And as 1 w'rite these lines. Gennan 
lelevision reports that Schroder w'iJl definitely 
make one foreign trip even before becoming 
chancellor. It is — you guessed? — to Paris. 
Like a chip off the old block, a leaf off the old 
Kohl. 

— The independent 
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Global meltdown looms 


Despite growing awareness, the biggest threat to the environment comes from big 
business, unwiliing to budge uniess it can make money 


• . , 


By John Vidal 

MARGARET THATCHER thought envi- 
ronmental problems could be resolved with 
good science and international politics. If 
only. The past decade has shown that she 
was wilfully bllod to the fact that the dog- 
matic free market economics which she 
and President Reagan espoused throughout 
the 1 980s — and to which every world and 
national forum has since signed up — 
would exacerbate eavironmeotal problems 
just as much as cenhal 
planning from Moscow 
ever did. 

Thatcherism and 
Reaganomics may have 
made many people 
financially richer, but 
there is little doubt that 
they significantly 
increased the sum of 
human misery. On the 
back of crucial free 
trade pacts like the 
GATT and NAFTA, 
consumption is now vir- 
tually out of control in 
the richest countries. It 
has multiplied six times in less than 25 
years, according to the UJ'^. Put another 
way, the richesT 20 p^ cent of people are 
consuming roughly six times more food, 
energy, water, transportation, oil and min- 
erals than their parents were. 

Few people except discreditied far-right 
ideologues believe it can continue like this, 
and th^ year's financial meltdow'n may be 
related directly to the speed of the increase 
in global consumption. But no government 
or world body is able to address the situa- 
tion. Progress, happiness, satisfaction and 
the ftiture — in the view of government 
and business — is more than ever linked to 
increased consumption. 

This, in the West, results in environmen- 
tal pollution; the pressure for new roads, 
more quarries, larger airports, second cars, 
bulkier packaging, more landfill sites, 
incinerators, supemiarkets, the intensifica- 
tion of agriculture, the loss of skills, and 
ever bigger leisure or shopping deyelop- 
menis. Linked to the inevitable erosion of 



the physical environment that this brings is 
social disintegration: Breakdown of com- 
munity life, health problems, job insecuri- 
ty, the growth of monopolies and the ever- 
growing gap between rich and poor. 

The first law of the environment is that 
pollution follows the poor. The last decade 
has intensified poverty everywhere. The 
U.N. says ra0re*tiian'l,4(Xy million p^ple' 
now liv$, without sanitation, a considerable 
increase on a decade ago; 1.200 million 
have no safe drinlting water, similar num- 
bers have inadequate 
housing, health and edu- 
cation services; more 
than 1,500 million ore 
now undernourished, 
not because there is no 
food, or there is too 
much drought, but 
because of the increas- 
ing maiginaJisation of 
the poor. 

Not only has the gap 
between rich and poor 
grown, but more people 
are falling into the 
poverty trap. Free-mar- 
ket economic policies, 
imposed on indebted countries by the 
West, worsen the situation by forcing 
countries to develop export industries to 
supply the rich, rather than to protect, edu- 
cate or care for the weakest. The poorest 
countries now spend more servicing their 
debt to the richest countries than they do 
on health and education in their own coun- 
tries. The numbers vrithout access to basic 
services have risen exponentially in the 
past decade. World population, according 
to the U.N.. will reach 6 billion next year 
and 7 billion in another decade. Cunent 
estimates are that it will level off at 
between 9 and 1 1 billion in about 50 years. 

Meanwhile “sustainable development” 
— or what may better be termed “local- 
ism” — is growing widely as a grass-roots 
survival concept. Ever more community 
groups in Africa. South America, India and 
the East are now trying lo practise small- 
scale, long-term development. But success 
often needs the sort of seed money, skills 
and resources that governments do not 


By Paid Brown 
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Ffee market versus the environment 


apanage, wl^.^ 


.K jifaasi]^ out of CFCs ^ich damage 
happened when com- 
IQ ^ JDuPonx realised 
more nvniey om of expen- 
The agreement has been 
enideEciu^ black market 

in CFO and China — 

^ih^^y' fiee maxket eathoxnics in its 


puRwiwm. ' • 

/ die most ambi- 

ajgremnent ever coimluded, is to 
eniiffiiODS. If Is aimed at 
spring die pla^.front a disastroos jun- 
in^y. greenhouse effect, but h is bogged 
in' issues such as carbon trading and 
trahkCerang' clean tec^ to the devel- 
' TTie targets are far below what 

die issue has long since 
ceS^tD pe holy we can ^ve the world. It 
p^.Blpils down to how companies are 
oKme^ out of it. 

;6r^versity Convention, which is 
^^stemnuog the tetril:^ tide of 
ijpeeies-l^m^Dctions, down in 

ftntdntg wpan^es. llie convention was sup- 


posed to |»evem and regulate the pirating I 
and patenting of genetic resources. Drug ' 
companies fear it will cost them dear in 
roy^ties, and Western govenunenis ^ par- 
.ticularly the U.S. — have blockq^, aO,, 
progress. . 

A Forest Convention never got pasx' fir^ 
base ai the 1992 Earth Sunt^ ^ h is 
clear h could never work. Trees are stili I 
used as a cash crop, but pt^ulatkm increas- ; 
es and land-grabbing are worse diteats. 
Opinions are split on bow to stem the los^ j 
es and try to save at least sonre oi die; 
world’s forests. 

The most ambitious scheme has been the 
WWF “forest siewarxlship endorsraiem,”] 
used by many businesses. Many gov^- i 
mems, including Brazil, have also signed | 
up to a second WWF imtiative to save 10:| 
per cent of their forests. '• 

The brigl^si ^t, in devekf^ cixm.-:j 
tries, is action on acid rain. The eomoow i 
costs are sufiiciently localised that there are ] 
obvious financial gains in taking 'action, j 
'ntis ha.s allowed toih Europe and North \ 
America to aa alone. The prc^lem is wors- ‘ 
ening in China and developing countries, I 
where economic growth is lai^y untrou- ] 
bled by environment considOTtioDS and i 
there has been little exchange of technokv j 
g>'. - . i 

I 

— The CuardJm t 


have, and which rhe private sector is loathe 
10 invest in. 

In the north, where there is no lack of 
ideas but a loss of political will to stimulate 
grassroots development, “sustainable 
development” is patchy and tentative. 
There are isolated success stories in the 
past decade — such as Agenda 21. the 
growth of fair trade and Lets schemes — 
but more powerful economic forces can 
overwhelm the new shoots. New groups 
ore emerging, with radical ideas, but there 
are few signs that governments want to 
address anything other than the parts, and 
are not prepared to criticise the poweiful. 


The .same dynamic is now working north 
and south. Community groups are spring- 
ing up everyw'here to protect ex'erytiting 
from hedgerows to village shops, parks, 
hills, w'ulks and fields. A ^damentai shift 
has (oken place in how we see and under- 
stand mobility and the car. Environment 
groups are moving inexorably from sim- 
plistic protection of physic^ space to 
becoming social Justice groups, concerned 
now with human rights, ethics and respon- 
sibiJiiy to communities as well os local 
democracy. 

— The Guardian 
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ibbean 

'are' ia Latin " 


America, but biodiversity is highly threatened, with 
some 100,000 species from forest areas alone expect- 
ed to be lost in die next 40 years. Rapid growth of tropi- 
cal deforesiation is being slowly reduced due to initia- 
tives to aboEsb subsidies, tax incentives and special 
credits encouraging deforestation. Forty-seven per cent 
of the region’s grazing lands no longer have fei^e roil. 
Many Caribbew beaches have average tar levels 10 
times higher than what is e.stimated to damage tourism.- 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay are 
ejected by increased ultraviolet-B radiation due to 
ozone depletion. . 

North America 

The main underlying cause of environmental iconcenis is 
r^id economic growth. Canada and the 11.5. aie the I 
largest exporters of forest products. In 1996, 728 species ; 
were endangered or under threat in the U.S. la Cao^ it | 
' was 254. East coast fisheries have collapsed as fii^ 
stocks dry up. ■ ' 
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Historic market-street 
cx)mes alive 


By MR, Narzan Swamy 

Agence France Pmsse 

INDIAN AUTHORITIES 
are balding hawkers and 
grime lo restore some of the 
lost ^oiy to a New Ddhi 
sbo[^ing area that was the 
favourite haunt of die Mus- 
lim nobility some 300 years 
ago. 

Prodded by a Hindu nation- 
alist member of parliament, 
leridems airi shopkeepers (XI 
Chandni CThowk street, fitc- 
ing the Mogbui-built. 17tb- 
cennny Red Fort monument, 
-are eying to resurrect a faded 
history. 

The street's crumbting 
■liavelis.” or grand houses 
— once occupi^ by prosper- 
ous Muslim families — are 
getting a fiesh coat of painL 

Original architecture on the 
historic bmldings is becom- 
ing visible for ^ first time in 
decades, as municipal offi- 
cials pull down countless 
shop boarding and ugly 
overhead electric wires. 

‘The ^ is to revive the 
old glcxy of Ohnnrini 
Chowk." says Romeshwar 
Goyal a spokesman for the 
600 shops dotting the one- 
and-a-half-kUcvnetre long 
street linking the Red Fort to 
die 17ih-centuiy Fatehpuri 
Mosque. 

Chandiu Chowk. (V Moon- 
lit Square, was the elite busi- 
ness centre when Mc^ul 
onperor Shahjahan ruled 
much of north northwest- 
ern India which stretched 
to AfghanisloD ihiee cen- 
turies ago. 

The street was then home 
to a lake which flowed from 
the Faid^xiri Mosque to the 
Red Foit. Shahjahan, his 
family and their courtieis 
used to shop at Chandni 
ChowlL decl^ out in aO 
their royal finery. The street 
was renowned for baring the 
best jewellery, ivoty and gar- 
ments. 

The decline of the Moghul 
erninre some 200 years ago 


bad its echo on Chandni 
Chowk. The rise of the 
British Raj and the decision 
to set ig> New Delhi city 10 
kilometres away chok^ it 
funher. 

Tbe horrific Hindu-Muslim 
violence whidi India 
when the sub-ccxitinent was 
partitioned at independence 
in 1947 forced thousands of 
Muslims u> See the city, 
reversing the demc^rr^c 
jxofile of Chandni Chowk 
which is now mdnly Hindu. 

The street (juickly lost its 
old-worid chsnn as small 
businesses flooded into the 
area, fighting for every bit of 
space. The clean-up {xo- 
graznme hopes 10 restore die 
faded elega^ of the market 
street, where daily business 
turnover is estimated at five 
million dollars. 

Chandni Chowic's main 
products are jewelleiy, 
leather, garments, perfumes 
and caipets. It is also the 
gateway to scores of other 
whole^ maikets in the 
Moghul-built district. 

Hindu narifwialiip N^jay 
Kumar Goel elected to par- 
liament fiom the area, dedd- 
ed two mondis ago to lesar- 
rect d!handm Cho^ 

But not everyone is hqapy 
with his campaign. 

Sorne shopkeepers said 
Goel's efiofts, aldiot^ laud- 
able, were chiefly aimed at 
garnering extra votes in 
upcoming electicxis in the 
capital 

The d^iuiy priest at the 
17th-ceotuiy Fatehpuri 
mosque agreed 
*"You can't restore old-time 
grandeur by simply patntmg 
some houses and buddings.” 
said Mohammad Mousam 
Ahmed "Tt’s just a waste of 
public money. 

“Can they do away whh all 
illegal ccmstructicms v^iich 
have mushroomed over the 
years? The old rhandni 
Chowk can never come 
back." 
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‘Forceful action’ needed by all 
countries to boost growth — IMF 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
All countries must take 
“forceful action’' to restore 
market confidence and 
growth to the world econo- 
my, the IMFs policy-mak- 
ing Imerim Committee said 
Sunday. 

“Forceful action is 
required on the part of mem- 
ber countries over a broad 
range of policies with the 
overriding aim of restoring 
maricet confidence and 
growth where needed,” the 
interim Committee said in a 
statement after a meeting 
here. 

The committee groups 
finance minis ters of 24 
countries, representing on a 
country or regional b^is all 
182 Intemational Monetary 
Fund (IMF) members. 

'The downside risks to the 
current outlook have 
increased significantly*' 
since the committee last met 
in April, the statement said. 

The committee stressed 
Che importance of industri- 


alised countries in “sustain- 
ing global growth, contain- 
ing deflationary risks, and 
creating enviromnents con- 
ducive to smooth resolution 
of finan cial crises.’' 

It singled out j£^»n, say- 
ing it was “essential that 
Jrq)an should take prompt 
and resolute action to 
strengthen its banking sys- 
tem and to provide sufificient 
and sustained stimulus to 
revive domestic demand and 
restore confidence.’' 

It also welcomed the U.S. 
Federal Reserve's fFed’s) 
decision to cut interest rates 
by 0.25 percentage points 
, last Tuesday, along witii the 
i convergence of European 
Union CEU) euro zone inter- 
est rates towards die low 
levels of Germany and 
France. 

But it said funher cuts 
could be needed if the criris 
worsened or economic 
activity slowed fiutheL 
The Fed rate cut disap- 
pointed the madrets, wfai^ 



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


The Military Attache of The Sultanate of Oman 
Embassy in Jordan announces a job opportunity 
for female nurses to work at military hospitals with 
the following qualifications: 

1. Minimum BSc in nursing 

2. At least 3 years of experience 

3. Ruent in English 

4. Age between 25-40 

5. Preference to those with military service. 


had been hoping for a sharp- 
er reduction. 

The IMF committee said 
some crisis-hit Asian coun- 
tries have stabilised enough 
to allow “cautious” easing 
of their own interest rates. 

It also said Russia must 
take “vigorous action” to 
tackle the root causes of its 
financial crisis, but added 
that ±e international com- 
munity stands ready to sup- 
port “convincing and effec- 
tive'' reform measures. 

The IMF has frozen an ad 
package for Russia because 
of its failure to carry out 
reforms agreed in retum for 
the money. 

The commioee said there 
were “some positive fea- 
tures” in the global outlook, 
but they woi^d have to be 
strengttened if they were to 
help “cany forward the 
response to the crisis.” 

It cited cmitinuiDg solid 
growth in the United States 
and western Europe, the 
contribution to monetary 
stability of the euro ^ sin- 
gle currency due to be 
launched in January, and 
progress towards st^ilisa- 
tion in some crisis-hit Asian 
countries. 

The committee also 
agreed to consider new 
frinding ibr financing to 
help countries cushion the 
spillover effects of financial 
tunnoil elsewhere. 

“The committee agreed to 
explore a strengthened 
(IMF) cq>acity to provide 
more effectively contingent 
finance to help countries 
pursuing sound policies to 
maintain stability in the face 
of difficult glol»l financial 
conditions,” it said. 

Brazil is widely expected 


to seek such help in die form 
of a package to ease pres- 
sure on its economy due to 
tile slump in market confi- 
dence in all emerging mar- 
kets since die Asia crisis, but 
could not do so before Sun- 
day’s presidential election. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said offi- 
cials are discussing possible 
assistance for Brazil and a 
fonnal request was likely 
soon. 

The Interim Committee 
said diat controls on capital 
movement, while never an 
effective long-tenn mea- 
sure, could be ^ropriate in 
certain circumstances. 

But senior IMF officials 
adamantly denied that the 
Fund was backing away 
from a commitment it made 
a year ago to promote the 
unfettered flow of c^tal 
across national borders. 

Asked if the Fund was 
softening its stance on con- 
trols. Committee Chairman 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampl Ital- 
ian tteasuiy minister, insist- 
ed that “the position has not 
changed at all.” 

The committee also wel- 
comed work so far on ways 
to reform the global eco- 
nomic rulebook to help pre- 
vent and resolve future 
crises, but said now is the 
time to “follow up with con- 
crete and rtqiid action.’* 

It called for the timely 
publication of economic 
data, greater transparency 
on the part of financial mar- 
ket participants and a deeper 
involvement of the private 
sector in preventing and 
resolving crises. 


Benefits: 

1. The nurse .will be given 530 Omani 
Riyals as a monthly salary and will 

be set at grade- Six. 

2. Vacation for. 60 days with two return 
tickets yearly. 

3. Furnished boardings in the nurses 
residences. 

4. Free medical treatment in the 
Sultanate. 

5. A month bonus salary after 12 months 
service. 


The contract is for two years, renewable for one 
year upon agreement of frie two parties. 


Those concerned and who meet the qualifications 
above should call at the Sultanate of Oman 
Embassy's Military Attache, which is located in 
Jabal Amman between the 4th and 5th Circles, to 
fill out an application in English. 


Grand Hyatt Amman opens Dec. 98 


On Dec. 1,1998 tiie Grand 
Hyan AronW Middle East's 
first Grand Hyatt opens its 
dckxs to die public. It is a wd- 
come additirx) to the tourism 
and business infirastmcttne of 
Amman and its been warmly 
wetccnned to' die Jordanian 
coanDumty. 

Poched (XI a slope, tile hotel 
ovedooks dazzling pancxamas 
of the chy. It is also located in 
tile heart of Amman's stalely 
business and dipkxnatic di^ 
tnct, and dose to its trade exhi- 
bitkni arid conference oetdie. 


At the soft: openiog, peqile 
wiOgeta(±aDcetolookat 120 
elegant guest rooms, and three 
food and beverage outlots. 
Tbcy will also get a glance of 
the (jiand Cafo, wl^ ihey 
will esqiedence a selectioD ^ 
intematioiial dishes and local 
favorites througjKHit tiie day. 
seated b a panoramic mdoor 
outdoor cafo. 

If you like Italian food, then 
mdoe sure you don't miss eat- 
ing at L'lncontto where ycxj 
can watch Italian spedalbes 
cocked before your eyes. 


FOR RENT 


Super deluxe flat in Jbeiha 
Area: 250 sq.m. 

Please contact Tel.: 5349116 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


bywayns Robert WHiams 


I 


Peanuts 


Egypt welcomes EU veto on anti-dumping dutie 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
trade officials Monday wel- 
comed the rejection by Euro- 
pean Union ministers of a 
proposal to impose duties on 
unbleached cotton, a key 
sector m Egypt “We were 
expecting it It’s a good 
move, ^^en some importers 
m Egypt are penalised other 
importers b Europe are hes- 
itant to import fixim us until 
the case is clear,” said Gamal 
Bayouml assistant foreign 
minis ter for Egypt’s trade 
talks with the EU. 

European Union frxeign 
mini sters Monday rejected a 
European Commission pro- 
posal to impose five-year 
anti-dumping duties on 
imports of unbleached cot- 
ton fabrics firom five devel- 
oping countries, British offi- 
cials said. 

The officials attending the 
Luxembourg meeting said 
ministers from the IS-nation 
bloc had decided not to go 
ahead with the European 
Commission’s proposal for 
duties on “grey cloth" 
imports fiom Chi^ Hgypt, 
India. Indonesia and Fr- 
isian. 

The proposal made on July 
29 soured the trade climate 
between Egypt and the EU, 
particularly at talks on a part- 
nership accord on trade lib- 
eralisation and agriculture. 

Although the proposed 
duties were not on the agen- 
da of the talks. Bayoumi told 
Reuters that Monday’s move 
would help the negotiations, 
due to resume b November. 

‘There is not a rfiiect rela- 
tion but of course It poisoned 
relations at a time wfren I am 
trybg to convince the Egypt- 
ian side, whidi asks how we 
can conclude a partnership 
deal when we are under 
attack." Bayoumi said 

“Of course this will ame- 
liorate the environment,” he 
said 

Egypt is Africa's largest 
cotton exporter and econo- 
mists had said the anti- 
dumping duties hit Egypt's 
major export sector when 
Egyptian companies wens 
alre^y facing stiff competi- 
tion fronoL cheaper cotton 
goods from the Far East. 

Egyptian mdustrialists had 
throned to seek alterna- 
tives to their EU partners 
unless the duties proposal 
was dropped 

Private textile millers also 
welcomed the EU decision. 
*This is very good news, it 
will help our exports, which 
have bMQ stopp^ this sum- 
mer,” said Assam Mahmoud, 
bead of the trade section at 
the lobby group Textile Con- 
tolidation Fui^. *This has 
been very difficult for us,” 
he said adding Egypt 
exports about 20,()00 tonnes 
of unbleached cotton fabric a 
year. EU ambassadors b 
Cairo last week met Egypt's 


Supply and Trade Nfinister 
Aiuned Gueily, who had 
warned tiiem tiiat Egypt 
would retaliate if the ^ 
adopted the proposed duties, 
backed by cotton producers 
Italy, FnuK». Portugal and 
Spain. 

“We had a long meeting 
last week attended by 
ambassadors of European 
countries and the case was 
made very clear tiiat tiiese 
steps were unfair, said 


Mounir Azzeddin, a textile 
miller and head of the Egypt- 
ian Busmessmen Associa- 
tion (EBA) bdustrial com- 
mittee. “Many of us were 
anxiously waiting.” 

•‘This means that political 
relations have belp^ stc^ 
these penalties," Azzeddin 
told Reuters. ‘It could have 
hurt Europeans becau^ 
dieie is value-added in 
Europe to unbleached cotton 
exports. It also could have 


penalised Europeans mvest- 
ing in Egypt who m^ fea- 
sibility studies on the price 
of raw materials wifoout 
pHding on the cost of the 
duties,” be said- Tt would 
have made their exports to 
Europe uncompetitive.” 
Britain, for exairqiile, 
opposed the duties, saymg 
they would raise input costs, 
for the British textile finish- 
ing bdustry. 
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The Business of IhfonTiation 


Ma 

Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Marie 
GB Sterfing 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
KL Guilder 
FR Franc 


lor Currencies & Cross 
I USD I. DEM-j: GBP" 
1.6346 aS921 
0,6118 aS617 

1.68M 2.7619 

0.7426 121.27 0.4389 

0.0074 1.2146 0,4395 

0,6428 1.064$ 0J803 
0,0006 1UI111 0,3668 

0.8428 88.69 0.3209 

0.1825 0.2982 0.1079 


Rates 
I - Chf~ 

1,3466 

0.8240 

Z2762 


1.0006 

.08769 

0.0833 

73.09 

24.5641 


1.16 

1203,22 

72.94 

24,62 


Prices as at 

CXb.- f ITL^ 
1,5568 1615,20 
0.9517 988.07 

2.6277 2729.04 
1.1649 1188.68 
1.1560 i2J0i 
1062.81 

0J624 

0,8442 876,93 
02838 33.61 


6/10/9818:55 ; 
WLG 1 FRgI 
1,8423 8.4863 
1.1272 3J628 
3.1126 9.2688 

136.70 4.0664 
136.94 4.0727 

I, 2007 3,5699 

II, 40 3.3904 


Currency 
US Dollar 

USD 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

Saudi Riyal 

04666 

Bahrain Dinar 

245 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

Kuwait Dinar 

34992 

Emiratas Dinar 

04723 

Lebanest/KKH) 

0.67 


04939 


Middle Eas*»m Curaiiciae 


9J485 

1.0303 

12,3735 

1.0211 

2.4988 

1.1023 


■ LBP^ 
1502.00 
2118,48 
400.49 
3984J0 
412,61 
495546 
408.95 


Energy 

OHS Last ibriow 
Brent 0.00 OOO 
W. Texas 15.68 1549 

Bonny OJK) 0.00 
Dubai 1348 13.90 

UL Gas 146.00 14740 


Censney' 
SARjyal 
AEDirtiam 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currwicies 
■USD pDEH I GBP 

04666 04369 0.15781 

04723 044514 0.16114 
34992 549374 1.96274 
0.3770 443651 1.57011 
2.0661 3.3746 14209 


CHF. JPY 

045932 354847 
0.36692 364421 
444642 44445 
3.57626 357.016 
2.7794 277.967 
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Metal Prices 


Gold (oz's) 

2974 

297.7 

Silver (oafs) 

1.11 

6.14 

Platinum (oafs) 

3424 

3444 

AL (3 Months) 

1320 

1321 

CU (3 Months) 

1593 

1696 

Z3nc (3 Months] 

967 

971 

Lead (3 Months] 

513 

516 

Ni 13 Months) 

3980 

4000 



tIV: 

-3- ■ 

-6- 

-1- 

CTOCV 

Mo^ 

MoiitfislMonths 

Year 

USD 

54750 

5412S 

S.1260 

4.8984 

GBP 

7w4G09 

7.3125 

7.1»1 

6.8126 

JPY 

04867 

04102 

04375 

04^ 

DEM 

34000 

3.5626 

34469 

3.SOOO 

FRF 

34980 

14463 

14844 

1.6313 

CHF 

14600 

3.5293 

3.5215 

3.5078 

m. 

64610 

44250 

44670 

- 


.1 


'^4- ■' r -■‘t. v 

5^1:' 


Commodlfar 
Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat ($Aon) 
Soya(c/Ibe) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Riee($/ton) 


* JOD Cross Rates 


‘ :r.kiiT 


■Deliver 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 


US Dollar 
GBStorHing 
DEMark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


Buy 

Sell 

0.708 

0.710 

1.199 

1406 

04326 

04347 

0.6241 

04267 

0.129 

0.1296 

0.6235 

04261 

04836 

04886 

043TC 

04398 

^Jordan. 
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ACROSS 
1 The^)ian 
6 Dust partide 
10 Fifty percent 

14 Usejoln^ 

15 Tall tale ' 

16 Region 

17 Party pooper 

19 Level 

20 and crafts 

21 Completely 
hopeless one 

23 Zilch 

24 Gore and 
D'Amato 

25 Exclamation of 
approval 

26 Behold: Latin 
28 Advance 

tryouts 

33 WCod-shaping 
macKne 

35 Obscure 

36 Archaic 
pronoun 

37 Botanical wings 

38 Racetrack 
tipsters 

39 Silent 

40 SHents actress 
Negri 

41 Outer edges 

42 Chump 

43 gening to look 
through 

45 Colla^ble 
shelter 

48 Sman drink 

47 Onnkard 

48 Wiggly catch 
51 Ineffectual 

person 

56 'My Friend 

57 'iwrA’S’H' star 

58 Excessive 
talker 

60 as a 

pancake 

61 Car 

62 Sales circuit 

63 Domesticated 

64 Low-fat 

65 Rage 


TMSPiazlesOaolooiii 
|7 la lie Its I 






''EI6HT"?7‘^EieHT" 
B6HT /N0THIN6.. 
WHAT? I JUST 

->VH6HTV 



I PUTPOWN/HOUCOULPYDU 
’^TUELVE fPirrOOUNTdELVE 
ELEPHAMT5''| EL£PHANT5'WA 
^ SPELLING TE5T7 



ByF.E.RebUne 
Boca Raton, PL 


DOWN 

1 Egyptiandam 

2 Colette novel 

3 Snitch 

4 Globes 

5 Fam. member 


6 Aslan starlings 

7 Hardwood 
• trees 

8 Arduous 
journey 

9 Those who go 
in 

10 Hring specialist 

11 Opera scxig 

12 Peggy and 
Gy^ Rose 

13 Token value 
18 Having the skai 
22 Make lace 

24 Best pitcher 

27 Tightwad 

28 Feather 

29 Monotonous 
routines 

30 Amateur 
photographer 

31 Kiddies 

32 Chop 

33 Nor^m 
Scandinawan 

34_vera 
35 Seethe 
38 Sweltering 
42 Dog or cat 
44 " Girl Frktey* 


BQQIi □□□□S □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ 
ElQBQCIffiElDIlC] QCIDD 
□Em □□□□ !!]□□□□□ 

□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
QdDiiD □□□□□ sno] 
□□□□ □□□□□ DQQQ 
□□□ □□□[!□ 
DQQEISIi] 

□inniioDs cmmiQ 

□□□[! ffiElQ 
QDGm □□□□acznBEiBa 
□□□□ QE3Q0Q DODIi 
□□□□ EIICIEIE] DQQQ 




2-^t weight, but I 

®*3duct me at night 
and put food in my mouth ” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orGnafy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME. 
• by Hmri Arnold and Mke ArgMon 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


ionn mm iMk SMKfeK too. 
MaoniMMM. 


45 Breach Of 
contracLe.g. 

47 Sisters df 
Chari^ founder 

49 Chew the 
scenery 

50 More fodulgertt 

51 Ffoetonthe 
wind 


52 Songstress 
Rtzgsrald 

53 Man with an 
apple 

54 Actress 
Elisabeth 

55 Casual foreweil 

56 Pressing devics 

59 End of an 




DANGEROUS TO SWIM 
ON A FULL J 
STOMACH.y 






^ arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug* 
9ested by the above cartoorL 


1 (Answers tMnoffiWQ 

Aimbles: ABBEY OPIUM FORGET CIRCUS 
Answer She eSdr/t buy the dress hofanaa m vvss 
TOO BIG IN THE PRICE 
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Tencies 


} GBP I CHF 


9 0-1S7S1 j 0.3SS52 
i< 0.1S114|D.3S6 s 2 
T4 1 .93274 •4.U642 
51 1 1.57011 iS.5:£a 
■6 i 1.22:9 . 2.776* Imal 


m 


:ud 

w 

<Ui! 

»«!l 


Libor Fixiro 


. 1 .3. 1 .6. 

IB 

h [MonthsiMontfis 

B 

» f s.3i:s ‘ !.i:so 

Uk| 

19 { 7.31U ! 7 1211 

Ul» 

17 : C.41C: 1 0.437S 


» 1 3.S625 j 3.M9 


IS j 1.0£; 1 1.UU 

lira 

» 1 3.s::ss { 3.S21S 

m 

!0 I 4.e:M ' <.xo 

• 



m\ 

9 Ocilar 1 0.70S 


Stertiing 1 i.iK 

131 

S Mark 0.«325 

113) 

H Franc { 0-S^’ 

US 

(Franc : o.i» 

f.19 

P Yen 1 0.SO5 

ate 

Guilder i 0.3836 
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Beat 


IPC to organise national workshop 
later this month on investment in Jordan 


*• THE INVESTMENT Promoiion 
Corporation (IPC) will soon begin implc- 
jneoiing a strategy to promote and market 
Jordan in world countries in order to 
Irtcrease the volume of Arab and foreicn 
ijivestmeDts. IPC Directors General 
Muntasser Oqlah said the straiegv. which 
was drawn up in cooperation with the 
United States Agency for Imernauonal 
Development (USAID; was bu.sed on .sec- 
tors where Jordan has a relative advan- 
tige. 

Accordingly, specific intemadonal geo- 
graphical areas were selected as potential 
invesiDTS that would show interest and be 
presented advantages from investing in 
the above-mentioned sectors in " the 
ICingdom. The sectors include mining, 
tourism, electronics, programming, and 
textiles, pharmaceutic^ and electronic 
industries. 

Noting that the measures which the IPC 
undertakes are in implementation of the 
Royal Letter of Designation to the govem- 
tne'nt aod the directives of the prime min- 
ister, Oqlab indicated that the sectors cho- 
sen were based on studies carried out by 
the technical unit at the Ministr>’ of 


Planning in cooperniiun with the “U.S. 
international competitive team,” 

He indicated that the curporatiun will 
cairy- out promotion campaigns to seize 
the initiative in the selected geographical 
areas that have experience and interest in 
the sectors to inform them about the bene- 
fits that they will reap from their invest- 
ments in Jordan. 

Oqleh said the implementation of the 
strategy to promote investments in Jordan 
comes w'iihin a nutionuJ strategy to 
encourage investment drawn up ia.sL year 
and will be oarried out this year. Among 
the priorities of the strategy are ser\'icing 
the investors, following up on their inve.st- 
meni issue.s and activating the role of the 
eoipuraiion in a.ssisiing' the investors 
before, through, and after the inveMincni 
process. 

The IPC concluded by revealing that the 
corporation, in its efforts to simplify 
investment-related procedures, will hold a 
national workshop by the end of this 
month in cooperation will) the USAID and 
the World Bonk about the inve.stment in 
Jordan and the procedures followed by the 
IPC in servicing the investors 


Cabinet bans importing oid trucks, trailers 


** THE COUNCIL of Ministers has 
decided to ban imports of trucks and trail- 
ers that are more than 10 years old. Public 
works and Transport Minister Na.sser 
Lawzt said the decision aims at limiting 
the number of outdated trucks in the 
Kingdom and at facilitating the moderni- 
sation of the land transport fleet. 

The decision exempted from the ban the 
trucks at the free zones or which are now 
being cleared through customs. 
Meanwhile, observers have indicated that 
the recession and the slow activity did not 
encourage the modcrnisaiiun of the trucks. 
As such, the government had to take the 


necessary measures to influence the inod- 
emisation of the fleet. 

There are nearly 8.U0U trucks operating 
in the Kingdom, compared to abt>ut 
]2,()00 before the Gulf cri.si.s and mainte- 
nance of these irucKs absorbs must of the 
money euincd by the old trucks. 
Ob.servers aliribuie the decline in the size 
of the fleet to the luw activity resulting 
from the sanctions imposed on Iraq and 
the low trade with Arab Gulf counirie.s 
which are nuw gradually importing more 
Jordanian products after intensive efforts 
by the giiienmieni to boost trade with the 
A^b countries tAl Ra’i). 


Accounting firm asked to begin winding 
up the Public Transport Corporation 


By Gbadver Taher 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment, trying to divest its 
interest in the indebted 
inin.spon .sector, ha.s asked 
a local accounting firm to 
begin liquidating the Public 
Transport Corporation’s 
a.sseis. 

Al Khuburoh accounting 
Jlrm won the JD40,000 
contract last week to assess 
the firm's liabilities and 
sell its asset.s, mainly 
decrepit buses in use since 
the early 1980s. 

The government is 
c.xpecied to absorb the bulk 
of the Public Transprort 
Company’s JD13 million 
debt. 

The Ministry of 
Transport, which is work- 
ing to privarise most of the 
stuie-run enterprises under 
its umbrella, last week 
awarded two companies, 
Asia Company and Tawfiq 
Transport, the concessioiiN 
for two bus roaies in iltc 
Greater Amman 

Municipiulity. 

The ministry, which plans 
to stop operating the Public 
Transport Corporation’s 
120 run-down red and 
while buse.s as of April I, 
did not receive any bids for 
the fourth unit of the four- 
part concession, according 
to a inini.stry ofUcial. 

A.sia Company, which 
hud already won unit three 
lust inoiuh, succeeded in 
obtaining unit two and 
Tawfiq Transport won the 
concession for unit one. 
Details of the bids were not 
available. 


Olllcials said Monday the 
ministry was in the process 
of restructuring the unit 
four circular bus route to 
make it mure attractive for 
private-sector firms before 
issuing the tender for the 
third time. The route con- 
nects the city’s three termi- 
nals Rughdan, AbdaJi and 
Sharq .Al-Awsat. 

Transport companies 
have been demanding that 
the government increase 
the fares, saying that own- 
ers have sustained heavy 
losses due to high opera- 
tional costs. But ministry 
officials say that any 
increase should be coupled 
with modernisation of the 
bu.ses and better .service. 

Companies claim the 
fares, set by the govern- 
ment, Jo not repre.sent the 
actual costs, noting that 
iranNport companies are 
now paying much inure for 


insurance, fuel, spare parts, 
easterns and workers' 
wages compared to a 
decade ago. 

But some officials doubt 
that even if prices are 
increased, private bus own- 
ers would improve ser- 
vices. 

“It is like the chicken and 
the egg, which comes 
first?,’’ said an industry 
manager. “We cannot mod- 
ernise our fleets ii' we are 
not making money and vice 
versa.’’ 

In the back of the minds 
of industry experts and 
officials are successive 
riots sparked over increases 
in prices of bread and other 
day-to-day necessities. 

“Raising bus fares could 
be as explosive as the bread 
issue,’’ said a leading busi- 
nessman. “But if the ser- 
vice is to improve, prices 
have to be reassessed.” 


For example, the 350 fils 
fore for the 45-minute ride 
from Amman to Jerasb, is 
the same as the cost of a 
soda bottle at a restaurant. 

The Public Transpon 
Corporation, a state 
monopoly which has had 
the concession rights on all 
routes in the Municipality 
of Greater Amman since its 
inception in the 1970s, has 
been postine monthly loss- 
es of JDKXf.OOO. 

The company's ageing 
fleet of buses currently 
covers five per cent of the 
routes within the munici- 
paiiry, while 13 private 
operators are running 500 
smaller, modern buses 
under a 1 5-yeai concession 
granted seven years ago. 

The corporation awarded 
the concession rights to 
operate the new' buses after 
the 1990-91 Gulf cri.sis 
forced over 300,000 


Jordanians to return from 
the Arab Gulf states, strain- 
ing the corporation’s opera- 
tions. 

Despite their heavy 
dependence on the public 
buses, commuters have 
long complained of the cor- 
poration's unreliable, 
unsafe and low-quality ser- 
vice. 

According to ministry 
officials.’ flie ‘ corporation 
will be restructured to 
assume the role of a regula- 
tory body — a plan that has 
been five years on the dis- 
cussion table. But goveru- 
menc sources said a draft 
law is now before the 
Cabinet. 

The proposals involve 
Cuming the Public 
Transport Corporation into 
a government department 
that would super\'ise public 
transport in the Amman 
area. 


ARIES: (Maidi 21 to April 
19) You’ll get an opportunio' 

(0 mis action, prob^y eariy 
in die day. Be carefiiL One of 
die cptioDS is not as it 
appears. Check everything 
carefully befems deciding, arid ^ve yourself a way oul Hold oif 
on rigt^Gcani financial deciricxis until tCHnoiTOw. They won’t be 
as exdtiqg. but they'll be a bi safer. 

X4URU&-(ApriI-20 to May-2IM»J^e-been-under pressure 
Vady to do wIm someone else wants, and ycu've been good al 
k You Like to serve oiha people, especially if your own needs 
are being met. Right now, you want to take the bull by the horns. 
Make sure you get pan of the deal now that you’ve provided 
iriiat die other person needed. 

G£3VflNI: (May 21 to June 21) Deadhoes ^ looming. By 
lanKxrow, you'U be under so mudi pressure it might be diffi- 
cult to think cleariy. So get as much done today as possible. It’s 
important to do things perfectly, box you've got a little leeway. 
If you ^ it d(^ at least peiftmctorily for now. you can put in 
the &al correction iatei: 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A fiiend could gi\*e you an 
excellent tip todiQr about how to increase your income, lliis has 
been a prevalent theme all this week, and continues through the 
month. The objective is obvious. Now. all you have to do is fig- 
tse out what you need to do to make it happen. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Mind your P’s and Q’s today, pay 
ant jin ti o n to what you're doing and make sure you play arcord- 
ing to the rules. Somebody is watching you, possibly with a pro- 
motion in mind- You will also do well to ^ow how smart you 
are. Don’t do that by talking too much. Do it by asking the ixher 
person intdligeot questions. 

VIRGO: (August 22 bo September 22) Your biggest hairier to 
success is your own intellecL You're so smart and cautious, you 
can see {xoblems that don’t even exist ycL That’s good if 
solve befbee diey happen. But sometimes uU you do is 
scare yourself out of starting something new. Today, don’t let 
thathappea 


HOROSCOPE 


toRECASt TOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1998 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You’re getting 
smarter, <.y at least you .should 
be. You're capable of taking 
on more responsiUlity, u>id 
more could coming your 
way. You may not feel like you're retuiy for it yeu but don’t let 
that stop yoa If nccessoiy. ^ a coach, but ucc«^ the challenge. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) What one fiiend 
ss^^ui miother is impcHtant today, so find out what's been 
going on behind ihescenes. One of your favourite stool pigeons 
' is ready td Udk, but only if catch him or her early in the day. 

Later on, (he infomiotion will be much more difficult to acquire. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your 
more of a grind than utual today. If possible, get .some- 
one else to do it. Perhaps you could get the whole team 
involvoi By sproiding a tough job around it becomes more 
enjoyiAle, and that’s one of your primary motivations ri^t 
now. If it’s not fUn, you won't feel like doing it, and thai'lll 
show. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jonuap' 20) You’re getting a 
boost fiCHTi a loviti one as you advance in your career. Let that 
person know what you have in mind. You’re also getting a 
shove towards learning. If you haven’t gone bock to school, 
give it another thought An educational prognimmc .started nou 
should turn out well; it could be your key to higher earnings. 
AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 to Ftdnruaiy 19) You'd like to break 
fire fiom confinement but it’s only partially possible. A snuc- 
ture you’ve set up inhiNts you now. Don’t you just hate it when 
that hoppeas? You’d better go by the rules, though, or nobods 
else will, eitliet Meanwhile, feed information to a person who 
can put itio good use. 

PISCES: (Fbbruaiy 20 to March 20) You miqr feel .scanci - 
brained and agituti^ eariy in (he day. but you’ll calm dow'n h\ 
evening. Tomorrow and the next day should be good for learn- 
ing. Hold off on spending much money until there You’ll be bel- 
ter aUe to figure out whether you can afTcxti it Don’t go inin 
debt Qying to make a good ini]xes.sion. 
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NXefl 

H0MTH5 

LOW 

CQMPAiry'S MAKE 

P/B 

DIV. 

NO. 

OP 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

VJaof 

aosB***er 

PRICE 

ANCB 

s 

3SS.SOO 

170.000 

ARAB BANK 

17.1 

.96 

36 

600 

125706 210.00 

209.50 

.50- 


1.940 

1.660 

JOR.HATZOHAL BK. 

12.6 

4.62 

2 

760 

1163 

1.55 

1.55 


s 

2.660 

1.660 

INDUSTRIAL DBV.BX. 

11.1 

6.66 

3 

1200 

1896 

1.58 

i.sa 

— 

s 

6.S10 

2.6X0 

THE HOUSZMC SB. 

IS. 3 

3.47 

14 

6913 

20018 

2.86 

2.88 

.02* 

s 

3.450 

1.760 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.6 

0.00 

3 

791 

1399 

1.76 

1.77 

.01* 

* 

.640 

.660 

JOR.CULF aXKX 

g 

0.00 

1 

1000 

540 

.55 

.54 

.01- 

s 

3.9X0 

1.660 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

27.4 

0.00 

6 

629 

1403 

1.69 

1.70 

.01* 

V 

1.260 

.930 

UNION BK.SAV.XHV. 

P 

0.00 

1 

1000 

900 

.95 

.90 

.05- 


.650 

.600 

PHZLA0EL.ZNV.8R. 

P 

0.00 

6 

4750 

3088 

.66 

.65 

.01- 


BMIK SECTOR TOTALS ZMDBXt 276.48 <Clj6i 

-0.14 

72 

17833 

156113 




s 

4.000 

1.360 

JENOSALBH XNSUR. 

9.5 

S.71 

1 

ISO 

210 

1.35 

1.40 

.05* 


2.690 

1.640 

JOR nZMdi zNsem. 

7.3 

9.62 

10 

4850 

12647 

2.SB 

2.60 

.02* 


2.360 

l.BOO 

ARAB LIFE XNSUN. 

9.3 

0.00 

3 

2350 

4569 

1.94 

1.94 

- 


INSUWUICE 5BCTOR 

TOTALS IMDBXi 126 

24 sCHCt 

tC.37 

13 

7 350 

17416 




s 

2.240 

1.410 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.4 

6.69 

16 

6679 

12684 

1.45 

1.45 



4,030 

l.SSO 

IRBZD ELBCTRICITT 

10.5 

6.88 

11 

950 

1620 

1.71 

1.70 

.01- 

♦ 

1.340 

.710 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

27.9 

0.00 

2 

SOO 

350 

.71 

■ .70 

.01- 


1.130 

.680 

REAL BtTATB XNV. 

14.7 

0.00 

1 

SOO 

375 

.72 

.75 

.03* 

s 

9.600 

6.100 

ALRA'Zi 

8.3 

7.34 

3 

126 

682 

5.48 

6.45 

.03- 

fl 

1.460 

1.060 

MID. eAsT BOTELS 

P 

0.00 

1 

260 

273 

1.09 

1.09 

- 

s 

4.600 

1.88Q 

ARAB IBTL.XHV.aOUe. 

9.4 

2.11 

2 

360 

665 

1.68 

1.90 

.02* 


.990 

.660 

TARICA BOOCATZON 

20.5 

Q.OO 

3 

1400 

1246 

.90 

.69 

.01- 


l.BOO 

1.060 

mfZFXEB CO. 

6.0 

9.73 

4 

1800 

2034 

1.13 

1.13 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS j IKDBXl 105. BB ^CBCi 

<0.20 

42 

146S4 

19829 





3.740 

1.640 

aon. cbfENT FACT. 

11.1 

$.68 

6 

901 

1669 

1.66 

1.67 

.01- 


6.S00 

3.750 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.7 

6.26 

7 

2200 

8360 

3.62 

3.60 

.02- 


11.250 

10.050 

JOR. PETROL. RSrrXARr 

10.2 

S.43 

9 

2821 

19067 

10.55 

10.54 

.01- 


6. 950 

4.450 

JORDAN. TAHHZNC 

7.6 

6.26 

2 

70 

339 

4.85 

4.65 

— 


1.630 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL COHH.A6R. 

67.4 

0.00 

5 

1460 

1664 

1.14 

1.14 

• 

s 

5.SSO 

1.060 

JOR. CERAMIC IMD. 

4.7 

9.36 

1 

ISO 

161 

1.06 

1.07 

.01* 


6.350 

4.700 

DAR ALDAUA DV.ZNV. 

6.4 

6.60 

1 

250 

1325 

S.36 

5.30 

.06- 


2.980 

1.700 

ARAB ALDM.XND. 

13.3 

13. B9 

3 

isao 

2843 

1.60 

l.BO 

— 


.530 

.380 

LZVESTOOC S POULTRT 

13.2 

0.00 

11 

9750 

3603 

.39 

.39 

- 


.930 

.670 

ARAB PAPER COHV.TRD. 

23.3 

0.00 

4 

3600 

2736 

.76 

.16 

— 


.790 

.370 

NATIONAL STEEL ZHD. 

g 

0.00 

2 

2S00 

1075 

.42 

.43 

.01+ 


.570 

.360 

intermkd.petro.cheh. 

g 

0.00 

16 

16800 

4429 

.26 

.29 

.01+ 


1.760 

.760 

tmtV.CHEH.ZNDS. 

9.6 

6.60 

2 

150 

703 

.94 

.93 

.01- 

*9 

2.200 

.100 

NATL.CABLB hihe.mfac 

32.3 

0.00 

1 

500 

346 

.11 

■ 69 

.02- 


..710 

.380 

JOR. SOLPHO-CBBt 

7.3 

0.00 

7 

4600 

1146 

.38 

.38 

m 


1.470 

1.160 

ARAB PKARH.CKRM. 

13.6 

4.B8 

3 

500 

615 

1.24 

1.23 

.01- 

s 

1.360 

.530 

OTtrv. Hom.iNDs. 

9.7 

9.64 

17 

10760 

6570 

.61 

.61 

— 


.930 

.480 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1000 

.49 

.50 

.01+ 


1.060 

.600 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

8.6 

16.39 

4 

2650 

1614 

.61 

.61 

m 


1.660 

1.160 

EL -lAT READY HEAR 

46.4 

Q.OO 

9 

44400 

S6067 

1.2B 

1.39 

.01+ 

s 

1.310 

.910 

ZNTL. TOBACCO 

7.3 

S.66 

11 

60300 

62109 

1.03 

1.03 

- 


,B90 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.5 

S.34 

3 

1550 

i3ia 

.85 

.65 

• 


.730 

.660 

NAT.AUIKZNZOH. 

33.3 

0.00 

4 

2750 

- 1638 

.66 

.61 > 

.01+ 


.670 

.530 

MID. EAST OOHPLEX 

9.6 

0.00 

15 

14450 

76S9 

.53 

.S3 

- 


imOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


ZHOEXt 76.55 XCSCs -0.53 


145 


165300 


1S9160 


GRARO TOTAL 


ZNOEXi 167.40 KCHCt -0.16 


372 


22S037 


362517 
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N 1.050 

.660 

EXPORT 5 rZN.BNX.7Sr 

15.9 

0.00 

1 

250 

153 

.66 

.66 


H 1.000 

.700 

JOR.IHT.IHSURANCI CO 

B 

0.00 

1 

150 

126 

.62 

.85 

.03* 

.490 

.270 

CENTRAL GEN.STORAOB 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

26 

.29 

.28 

.01- 

.480 

.340 

JOR.TRAOB FAC. 

g 

0.00 

3 

6000 

2260 

.37 

.38 

.01* 

.800 

.500 

ONION INV. 

g 

0.00 

5 

29468 

15638 

.53 

.53 


.630 

.240 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

g 

Q.OO 

10 

66300 

15912 

.24 

.24 


.250 

.090 

JOR. INDS.HATCK-JBMCO 


0.00 

1 

2000 

260 

.13 

.13 


.430 

.310 

ARAB INTL.XHV.TRD. 

24.2 

0.00 

a 

10700 

2245 

.21 

.21 


.560 

.260 

NATL . MULT . BNO . HAKZeO 

9 

0.00 

1 

5000 

1300 

.26 

.26 


.500 

.350 

ARAB ELECT. ZND8. 

9 

0.00 

3 

400 

140 

.35 

.35 

m 

.690 

.560 

MIOSAST PHARH. 90* 

E 

0.00 

11 

6013 

3776 

.57 



.720 

.570 

RASl PUARM. 

B 

0.00 

3 

5000 

29S0 

.60 




.190 

ZHDS. BNO. 


0.00 

1 

250 

SO 

.20 



.660 

.340 

ZKOS. CERAMIC 

8.9 

0.00 

1 

300 

102 

.34 




.160 

X. TEXTILE HANUP. 

9 

0.00 

6 

3313 

536 

.17 




.540 

ADVANCED PRARHA.IND. 

g 

0.00 

5 

2900 

1624' 

.57 



.600 

.300 

PEARL SAK. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

500 

150 

.30 



.640 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 


0.00 

1 

SOO 

255 

.51 




.320 

OPTICALG REARXH6 CO. 

p 

0.00 

3 

700 





N 1.000 

.690 

AL-BK8AL PRINTIHC CO 

10.1 

10. B2 

1 

5000 

3600 

.70 

.70 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 





■9 

144B63 

50250 
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I negative P/E 
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recent ye ar 



Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE J ordan Marketplace 


r>A.TANT.lKWF,U,ERS " A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


Trnyn^or:..- 








Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605/5920609/()^^ 
Web Site is 
www,abdoun.com.Jo 


ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

drawing 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


CAIXNOW 

5529610 






Quality Senrfoed Sititei 

★One & Two Bedrooms ★ Fully 
Equipped Kitclieneltes *Dally & 
1 f?ng Stay wReaaonaWe Rates 


Sih Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-mail : eiysml® go-comjo 


studio, HAIG 

Profea^omlqiiai^Ja 
IhoUTMtn^ 
Develop your Pofow:.fikn 
atoureh^and^ 

* JUMBO photo 

30%largBr.. . 

* Ftoo ontorgmont 

20 x 30 em. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swrifleh Tel; 822891 



Fafiaua 

\ Ke&P4(9ue« WBCE 


VbttUsAt 

www.vtpanb.eomMpglft 


[Shaban Infl Qreup - Abdoim| 
Near American Embassy 
iTet: 5933084 -Fsk: 59330831 


FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

BanI Hamkla Wearings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
- Rugs • Cushions 
• Wsllhangings ■ Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 dll 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st CIrde, off Rainbow St 
TbI.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 




•FOR 
[RENT 

Deluxe Villas 


and Apartments 


SDNRBEL 





Real Estate 

SWEIPIYEH 

A. H^arat Complex 

TeL 5864230 -5865167 
MoMa: 079/37588 






Uolmer Restaurant 

# 

Abdoun 5929564 




II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


^ Jms( ( h 
Sf?’ lewdly 

I IIKflK df.sl'jiis... 
for I nujiir p( oi}!( 

L‘m Utnam:) Tel ' 

Downta.vn Tiil,: 465561 " 
v.vAv irrseeh corn 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 






Shehrazad Restaurant 

Treat Your Guest in Style 
at the Highest Spot in Amman. 




ZR Ul 


• Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 


discount on 
original CD's 


Now available 
TRENDS SERIES" 
and many more , 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTB4E, ANYWHB^ IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUALSPEA»l\fGDRim 
-AIR CONDITIONING f 
-:M0BH£TH5>H0NES^ . 

AIRPORT SERVICE > 
ALL OCCASIONS ;; 

TEL: 4126379 

OTd-TTSSttM^lANYM 
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Sports 


Strike threat hits 


itaiian soccer 


MILAN (AjFP) — ItaUan 
footballers are ready to go 
onstrike in protest at the 
current drugs controversy, 
according to players' union 
boss Sergio Campana on 
Monday. 

Players at Juventus, 
Parma and Udinese have all 
faced press allegations of 
drug use in recent weeks, 
amid a growing scandal 
over Italy's ramshackle 
and-doping campaign. 

Asked if the Serie A 
should be stopped by strike 
action, as itwas in March 
1996 for just one day, 


Campana said: “In the cur- 
rent climate, stopping the 
championship for at least 
six months would bean ade- 


quate response. 

'The players are more 
indignant than anyone else 
over this daily pestering, 
with names and detailed ref- 
erences to players and their- 
clubs. 

'‘For this reason, after the 
national team's match 
(against Switzerland on 
Saturday) we will announce 
the action to be taken. 

‘'I've already spoken to all 
the team captains and we 


will let people know next 
week what form our protest 
will take. 

'There have been monu- 
mental violations of play- 
ers* privacy, and yet at the 
start of the season, it was 
said that not even the nature 
of players' injuries would 
be revealed. 

“But now, we are faced 
with the kind of slander 
which deserves the proper 
sanctions. And yet, no-one 
is doing anything about it," 


Spectre of drugs 
haunts Italian soccer 


MILAN (AFP) — Italian footballeis were taking the 
field Sunday in the hope of deflecting attention away 
ftom talk that they are riddled with steroids, stimulants 
and EPO. 

Damaging revelations have become an almost daily 
occurence, a string of top officials have quit or been 
sacked and clubs such as Juventus, Parma. Udinese and 
Lecce are all facing damaging allegations of drug use. 

The growing scandal has also galvanised the national 
government, the parliament, the judiciary, the poUce 
and the medical profession, and badly damaged Italy’s 
image in intemational sport 

In short what started out two months ago as a veiled 
warning by AS Roma coach Zdenek Zeman has turned 
into the biggest scandal since the 'Totonero" betting 
syndicates of the late 1970s. 

Several clubs were busy defending themselves over 
the weekend, headed by Parma, after leaked reports that 
nearly their entire squad had high levels of red corpus- 
cles in their blood during July. 

High levels have been associated with the use of EPO, 
a substance which increases the blood’s ability to store 
oxygen and therefore fight fatigue. 

Gub president Stefano Tanzi explained that the tests 
were sent to two difterent laboratories for examination: 
one set came back with erroneous (high) results because 
of faulty equipment and the other with normal readings. 

Copies of the latter have now been handed over to the 
Bologna state prosecutor who is leading the enquiry, 
Giovanni Spinosa. 

And in an unprecendented move, made with the play- * 
ers* approval, they were also handed out to reporters at 
a weekend press conference. 

“A lot of mistakes have been made by people talking 
about this.” Tanzi said. “Now we are going to keep quiet 
and hand the matter over to our lawyers. I'm tired of it 
aU.” 

Juventus also counter-attacked at the weekend, having 
been the first target of the allegations, when Zeman 
expressed lus surprise at the muscles on current player 
Alessandro Del C^ero and former idol Gianluca Vlalli. 

The club’s president Vittorio Chiusano, himself a 
renowned lawyer, took a swipe at the enquiry being led 
by Turin state prosecutor Raffaele Guaiiniello. 

Like Tanzi . Chiusano is furious that supposedly confi- 
dential enquiries are being leaked to the press. 

He announced legal proceedings against a Rome radio 
station cb^ claimed two Juventus players had been 
using recreational drugs, and went on to target the Ititin 
judge. 

‘This kind of journalism is being helped by a way of 
conducting an investigation which 1 do not agree with.” 
he smd. “The only source of information is the pages of 
the daily newspqiers. 

'*We are returning to the edicts of the Middle Ages. 
Guaraniello’s enquiry seems to be limitless in terms of 
its scope and duration. But on this, we are going to 
make our voices beard in all right the places.” 

Udinese are among the clubs tiueatening legal action 
for defamation, after one of their players was reported- 
ly among several who faUed dope tests in 1996/97, but 
whose allegedly stimulaiu-ridden sample was then cov- 
ered up. 

Lecce, meanwhile, have ^ deal with a defender who 
tested positive for steroidsi but who is pleading igno- 
rance, saying he used merely a cream to treat cuts and 
grazes. 

Zeman has no regrets about the Qirmoil he has creat- 
ed, and believes that important changes will follow. 

'The credibility of Italian football has to be preserved, 
and it’s down to us to do it,” he told the Gazzetta dello 
Sport on Sunday. “It doesn't take much, all it needs is to 
keep things healthy. 

“We need a cultural levolution. It's not a problem to 
do with football, but with the society we live in, where 
people who always look for a devious answer to their 
problems. Football reflects life today. 

‘To clear that up. it's going to take time.” 


Kuerten 
beats 
Moya 
to win 
Mallorca 


open 


PALMA DE MALLOR- 
CA, Balearic Islands CAP) 
— Brazil's Gustavo 
Kuerten won the $475,000 
Mallorca ATP clay court 
tennis tournament Sunday, 
beating the favourite 
Carios Moya of Spain in 
three sets. 

World No. 5 Moya took 
the first set 7-6, winning 7- 
5 on the tiebreak. before 
losing the next two sets to 
the Brazilian 6-2, 6-3. 

The two hours and four 
minute match disappointed 
the crowd that had packed 
into the local bullfighting 
ring on this Mediterranean 
island to support Moya — 
a local hero. 

“1 like to play with that 
kind of pressure because it 
motivates me, while on the 
other band 1 think it made 
Moya a bit nervous.'* 
Kuerten told reporters after 
the match. 

Ihe Kuerten-Moya final 
was billed as duel between 
two Roland Garros cham- 
pions. the Brazilian from 
1997 and the Spaniard this 
year’s winner. 

The tournament's dou- 
bles finals pitting Pablo 
Albano and Daniel Orsanic 
of Argentina against Jiri 
Novak and David Riki of 
the Czech Republic was 
called off because of rain. 

The organisers said the 
final would be played next 
week during the Palermo 
Open, the next ATP com- 
petition. 
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Venus Williams from the United States displays the Grand Slam Cup trophy after the 
final agaiiKt Patty Schnyder of Switzerland in Munich. Williams won the match 6-2 
3-6 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


Williams outpowers Schnyder 
for lucrative win 


MUNICH iR) — Venus 
Wiliams won the first 
women's final of the Grand 
Slam Cup and almost dou- 
bled her earnings for the 
year by beating Swiss Patty 
Schnyder 6-2 3-6 6-2 on 
Sunday. 

The lowering l8-ycar-old 
American, who bad earned 
$913,346 since the start of 
the year when she came to 
Munich, pocketed $800, (KX) 
as women appeared for the 
first time in the lucrative 
event for the best perfonn- 
ers in the year's four grand 
slams. 

Victory for Schnyder 
would have made her the 
most prolific player on the 
women's circuit this year 
with six titles. 

Instead she stayed tied 
vrith American Lindsay 
Davenport with five wins 
after having to settle for the 
runner-up pri^ of 
$400,000. 

The World No. 5 over- 
powered Schnyder in the 
first set. firing her trade- 
mark missiles and taking it 
in 28 minutes with a big 
forehand volley. 

The 19-year-old Swiss 
fought back in the second, 
running for every ball until 
V^^ams hit a straightfor- 
ward backhand into die net 
to give her a 5-3 lead. 



Pat^ Schnyder from Switzerland reacts during the 
final against Venus Williams from the United States at 
the Grand Slam Cup in Munich (Reuters photo) 


Serving for the set, the 
Swiss teenier had to save 


owiM uou tM »avc 

two set points before win- 
ning with another eiror by 


the sometimes clumsy 
>^iams. 

Schnyder, world-ranked 
ninrfi, bad impressed in her 
semifinal here against com- 
patriot Martina Hingis until 
the World No. 1 pulled out 
because of cramp at 5-5 in 
the deciding set 


But there was little she 
could do to counter 
Williams, who was back in 
command in die deciding 
set, opening up a 3-1 lead 
and later sealing victory 
with a fiery two-handed 
backhand voUey on her first 
match point 


Blow to France as Barthez 


ruled out of Euro qualifier 


PARIS (AFP) — France suffered a blow in the run- 
up to Saturday's European championships qualifier 
against Russia with the news here Monday that 
leading goalkeeper Fabian Barthez is injured and 
will miss the Group Four game. 

French coach Roger Lemerre has called-up Paris 
St Germain’s Bernard Lama to join Lionel 
Cbarbonnier of Glasgow Rangers on thesquad after 
Barthez failed to make the Monaco line-up for 
Saturday’s French league encounter with Rennes 


because of a strained right thigh. 

A key member of France's victorious World Cup 
side. Barthez was also on the sidelines for 
Lemerre’s first game in charge of the Blues, 
August's friendly against Austria. France made a 
faltering start in their opening Euro 2000 match last 
month when they only managed a draw against 
Iceland. 


Fiorentina keep lead; 
Madrid, Lyon lose 


PARTS (AFP) Brazilian ace Edmundo snatched 

secoad.minute of 

Sunday to keep Fiorentina top of Sene A witfe^ 
heart-stopping 1-0 victory over Uffinese. 

The win also maintained Fiorent^ s 10()j)er cm 
record - they lead the table with 12 points from 
games, two points ahead of toier h^an. 

Edmundo’s winner in the last was ^ 

more uncanny as coach Giovanm Trapattom h ^ 
called on the fans 24 hours earher m be patient, sfe 
ine- “The goal could come m the 90ffi minute. , 
Edmundo smacked die baH home after surging ui^ 
the Udinese penalty area and working a n^onc-twig 
with Portuguese playmaker Mmuel Rm 
Trapattom said on Sunday: “They made us suffer, 
the first half but this team has ^ characttt 
knows how to soak up pressure. In tlte sewnd 
we had more chances to jcore than they did andl^- 
think we deserved to win.” 

World Cup winner Youn Djorkaeff was Inter: 
Milan’s hero for the second time in four days in their 
2-0 victory over Perugia. „ 

Inter were made to wait 94 mi^tes to me 
Frenchman's midweek winner against Sturm Graz in 
the Champions League,' but Chilean^ Ivan Zamorano 

g ut them ahead afrer ’ only 1 1 against Perugia on 
unday. 

Djorkaeff nodded back Francesco Colonnese’s long 

ball upfield and Zamorano volleyed home. 

DjoSaeff then put the result beyond doubt in the 
54th minute, heading in a loose ball after Perugia’s 
keeper fumbled a Francesco Moriero shot. It was the 
Frenchman's first league goal of the season. 

Reigning champions Juventus beat Piacenza 1^0 in 
what was a family affair, albeit ag^st a backdrop of . 
Italy's continuing drag controversies. 




Filippo Inzaghi took his chance to score in the 
eighth minute, uodffing home Alesswdro Piero's 
firee-kick, but his younger brother Simone missed his 
for Piacenza with Juventus goalkeeper Michelangelo 
Rampuila at his mercy. 

Rem Zaragoza shot to the top of the Spanish cham- 
pionship table on Sunday following their 2-0 win at 
Extremadura and Real Madrid’s defeat in the late 


game. 

Madrid suffered their first defeat of the season, 1-0 
to a goalfrom the Nigerian Internationa] of Real Betis 
Finidi George. 

But second-placed Madrid, two points behind, will 
be out to settle things when they travel to Zaragoza 
in their next match in two weeks following Euro 
2000 qualifiers. 

George’s* 55tb- minute goal gave Beds their fim 
victory of the season. His long-range effort took' a 
wicked deflection to bring hisside the points. 

Meanwhile Zaragoza easily cast aside 10-man 
Extremadura, who bad their Serb keeper Gasperdc 
sent off in the 52nd minute for violentconduct 
ag^st compatriot Savo Milosevic. 


Zaragoza missed the ensuing penalty, but scored 
their first goal through ArgeDtioa’s Kill Gonzalez 


three minutes later in the SSthminute. Milosevic hit 


an easy second five minutes from time while tb^as- 
sive Extremadura defence was waiting for ffie offside 


flag. 


Bastia burst Bordeaux’s bubble on Saturday, hand- 
ing the Frenchleague leaders their first defeat of the 
season with a 2-0 win in Corsica. 

Second-placed Lyon missed the chance to close tiie 
gap when they slipped to a 2-0 defeat at fast-inqirov- 
iug Nantes. 

Nantes took the lead in the S7th minute when Fred 
Da Rocha hit aright-footed shot home from just out- 
side Che box. 


And after the Canaries had spurned several good 
chances to go further ahead it was Ouvier 


Mooterrabio who bagged the second on the whistle 
from close-range to hand Lyon their first defeat of 
the campaign. 

Marseille took full advantage of Lyon’s slip-iqx; 
going second themselves by beating Toulouse 2^ at 
me Stade Velodrome with goab from Floiiu 
Maurice just before half-time anrf a l ate second 
fromFabnzio Ravanelli. 

Lyon’s reverse means Marseille are now the only 
unbeaten side in the league. They are also just oniS: 
point behind Bordeaux. 

“We’re now very w^-placed. I am very please^”* 
said Marseillecoach Rolland Courbis. 

Monaco meanwhile slid to a 2-1 defeat at Rennes, - 
who are establishing themselves as early contenders 
for Europe. 

Paris saint Germain coach Alain Giresse raffle 
under more pressureas his side were beaten 1-0 by 
French champions Lens at the Parc des Princes on 
Sunday. 


Haiti^ WagDMu Eloi hit the winner past Bernal- 
L^a for ^ns in the 85th minute to leave a stunned 
(jiresse with another defeat to contemplate, leaving 

them just 12th in the table. 

Bayern Munich drew 2-2 wiffi Borussia Doitmnad 
on_ Sunday to stretch their Bundesliga lead to thiw 
p^ts from arch rivals 1860 Munich? 

Dortmund controlled the ope ning 35 and. 

rewarded with Stephane Chapuisat's goal in die 
loth minute. Bayern kept their cool thonsfr 
equaUsed through Giovanne Elber in the 3^’ 
mnute. Seconds later Munich claimed the lead wh^ 
L^ten Janc^ pushed the baU home from a feV 
yards but Chnsuan Nerlinger pulled Dortmund leVel. 
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Bruce Willis .. in 


LAST MAN 
STANDING 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


k 


Jennifer Tilly & 
Gina German .. in 


BOUND 






k 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 




CINEMA 


TEL:5677420 




Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additiwuil shows Thursday and 
Friday OKnitigs at 12:30 

A 


N 


CONCORD 



ONDrlA 


7BUS934793 


CCWCORD *r 

NASSER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. &I5.S:3O,I0;30 
CONCORD 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows; 3:30, 5i30 only 


GALLERIA 1 




CINEMA 


ABDOUN 

wum\cns.com.jo/Galleria 


ARMAGEDDON 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

kk 


TBU 5934793 

galleria 2 
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ABDOUN 

lAolCall 


U7lOW.C1tS.COm.JQj( ^ 0 fl j^g 

Lesley Nielsen .. in 

MR.MAGOO 

Shows: 3:30, 630, 8:30,10:30 






TEL:462SlS5"-k’rj;i 
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Andre Agassi 


Agassi: I can be No.1 again 


NflJNICH (R» — It’s been a 
long road back for Andre 
Agassi, who now believes 
be cran Hght his way back to 
the top of the tennis world. 

"I tbink this week wus the 
first week I really staned 
feeling like 1 can be the best 
again,** said the former 
World No. I after losing a 
close five-set battle with 
Chile's Marcelo Rios in 
Sunday's Grand Slam Cup 
final. 

The 28-year-o!d 

American, who was granted 
a wild curd for the lucrative 
tournament for the best per- 
fonmers in the year's four 
Grand Slams, showed 
glimpses of his old form 
throughout the week. 

“It's been a real good 
week for me," said Agassi, 
who has leapt to eighth in 
the ATP Tour rankings after 
sinking below 140th last 
year. 

“1 staned really hitting my 
shots. I'm playing aggres- 
sive tennis again and. you 
know, that’s the key to my 

game.'^si'jdj ,ku' 

Agassi staned Inis Munsch 
paformancein'Siyle, white*'! • 
washing France's Cedric 
Pioline 6-0 6-0 in 34 min- 
utes in the shortest match in 
the history of the event, 
which staned in 1 990. 

He then outplayed 
Australian Open champion 
Petr Korda before staging 


one the nu>M rcmaiicable 
conKbucks of his career, 
saving four match points on 
his way to a five-sei victory 
over Kjarol Kueeru. 

That win was sw'cet 
revenge for Agassi, who 
wa.s tearen in fiw .sets by 
the Slovak in the fourth 
round of the U.S. Open la.si 
month. 

"It was real good lennis. 
there’s no question about it, 
and to win in five sets cer- 
tainly was very .satisfying.** 
said Agassi, who had not 
won from a match point 
down since beating compa- 
triot David Wheaton at the 
1994 Canadian Open. 

His fight to overcome 
Kucera, which lasted nearly 
four hours, took its toll and 
Agassi suffered against 
Rios. 

"I wasn’t at my best phys- 
ically but I was commined 
to get th job done," he said. 
“I held up good, 1 had a 
sniff at it." 

Agassi, who was ham- 
pered by a string of injuries 
,m.ti997«.lNi(r'also admiaed 
diat his mind was-notemire- 
•4yi set 00 tennis, has once 
again dedicated himself to 
the game. 

“I'm enjoying oil of it 
again." he said, remember- 
ing times last year when he 
was sweating on the 
unglamorous Challenger 
circuit, trying to gain a few 


‘ -f - 111 


places. 

“It's been a lot of hard 
work," he said. “First 1 had 
to gel ready physically and 
then there was another 
adjustment 1 hud to tnakc 
which was the mental disci- 
pline. the 

eomniiitmenl...That pan lia.s 
been a bit mitre tfi/fieult for 
me but I feel I’ve aeeom- 
plished it. Thar's very satis- 
fying." 

Aga.s.si look imporlaiii 
steps hack from last ycar’.s 
debacle, enjoying a great 
hordcourt season with four 
tournament wins. 

But he did not quite make 
it w'hen it mattered must and 
.suffered a frustniiing Grand 
Slam season, failing to go 
beyond the fourth round in 
any of the big four. 

''I've beaten a few guys 
bad if) finais but now 1 have 
to win the big ones again 
and that’s something 1 wo.s- 
n’l able to do this year," he 
said. 

' '**To win (he big matches, 

, you have to go through that 
' part of the m.’itch where it 
can go either way. then rise 
above by hitting your shots 
the way you expect to." he 
added. 

“Thai's what I fell like I 
was doing ibis week, for the 
first time thi.s year." 



*■ 
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Detroit Lions' half back Barry Sanders (L) leaps away from the tackle of Chicago 
Beare’ safety Marty Carter (R> during the third quarter of the game at Chicago s 
Soldier Fidd . The Lions lost 31-27 (Reuters photo) 


Graham says 
he will not 
raid Leeds 

LONDON ( AFP> — New 
'roitciiham manager 
George Graham insisted 
Monday that he will not 
return io Leeds United 
and raid his former dub 
for players. T*here has 
been widespread .specula- 
tion that Leeds' South 
African captain Lucas 
Radebe atui Dutch inter- 
national striker Jimmy 
Floyd Husselhdnk will 
follow Graham \o White 
Han Lane. “If you look at 
my record. In the past I 
haven't gone back to my 
former clubs for players." 
Gr.iham said Monday. 
“I’m a great believer 
when 1 go (o a new club 
that I want to give every- 
body (here a chance to 
pro^■e their value to me." 
he told the Evening 
Standard. 

Gullit must 
sell before 
he can buy 

NEWCASTLE (AFPi — 
Newcastle chairman 
Fnrddie Shepherd sug- 
gested Monday that man- 
ager Ruud Gullit will 
have to (ifl-load some of 
hi.s squad if he wants to 
bring in new faces at the 
English Premiership club. 
Gullit challenged (he 
Newcastle board to pro- 
duce the cash to rebuild 
his squad after watching 
his side being hopelessly 
ouiplayed in Sunday's .^-0 
defeat at reigning ch.impi> 
ons Arsenal. The former 
Chelsea bo.ss said: “I have 
the players 1 want all 
ready to come in. They 
are in the fridge, if you 
like, but it's up to the 
board now." But Shepherd 
highlighted the size of the 
ctirrcm playing .staff, say- 
ing: "There are no spare 
lockers left at St Jumes*.s 
Park and there's no room 
left on the team bus. 

Matthaus 
doubtful for 
Euro qualifiers 

MUNICH (AFP) — 
Bayeni Munich's Lothor 
Matthaus could miss 
Gennany's opening Euro 
20(X) qualifiers after tear- 
ing husright thigh muscle 
in their 2-2 draw with 
Borussia Dortmund here 
on Sunday. The 37-year- 
old World Cup veteran 
would have been substi- 
tuted but Munich had 
' used all their subs and he 
' simply waited for time (o 
I run out. Germany's quali- 
fiers are against Turkey on 
October 10 andMoldova 
four days later. 


for 1st time in 14 years 


IS 


WASHINGTON 

(AFP) ■ 

— Results on 

Sunday in the 

N^onal Football League: 



: Atlanta 

51 

Carolina 

23 

' Buffalo 

26 

San Francisco 

21 

Chica^ 

31 

Detroit 

27 

..Indianapolis 

17 

San Diego 

12 

New England 

30 

New Orleans 

21 

WJets. ■ 

20 

Miami 

9 

■Dallas 

31 

Washington 

10 

'Oakland 

23 

Arizona 

20 

■ .Denver 

41 

Phnadelphia . 

16 

-Tampa Bay 

20 

NY Giants 

3 

vKap^ City 

r 

17 

Seatde 
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A deluxe flat, second floor of a detached villa, 3 bed- 
rooms, 3 lounges, big veranda, telephone. 2 newly 
decorated baflirooms, new kitchen, separate heat- 
ing, private entrance, entry phone, area 250 sq.m. 
Very quite & nice location in Jabal Amman, 4th j 
Circle, Radwan area, behind Zahran Palace, 8 
Ibrahim Hashem Street, unfurnished. 

Tel.; 4644001 


1 

12TH OF OCTOBER 1998 
FROM 4:30 P.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 
Match-Making at 

THE AMMAN CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY 

Meet representatives of German companies with 
business - interests in the fields of: 

Water (supply, wastewater treatment, groundwater, 
transportation) Metal packaging, Re-refining of used 
oil Construction equipment 
Laboratory equipment & scientific technical supplies 
Oil & gas services & products 
Earthmoving & agricultural equipment 
Drilling equipment & tools 
Refractory products 
Educational & marketing services 
Food industries 
Ceramic industries 
Construction industries & materials 

Please contact the Foreign Relations Department at 
the Amman Chamber of Industry (ACI) or the 
Association of German Chambers of Industry and 
Commerce (DIHT) to participate in the event 

; Tel.: 4643001 
Fax.: 4647852 

E-mail; dei@aci.com4o or ahkjo@globalone.com.Jo 


S.aN DlEGOiAFP}— The San Diego 
Padres advanced to the National 
League Chumpionship Series for the 
first time in 14 years Sunday, using a 
brilliam effort by Sterling Hitchcock 
to outlast Randy Johnson and the 
Houston Astm.s 6- 1 . 

The Asuoi acquired Johnson to get 
them IO a World Series. Butbe lost for 
the second time in six days, leaving 
Houston still in ^oreh of its first post- 
.season serkv victory. 

San Diego, which hod not been to the 
NLCS since 19S4. the yearof its only 
World Series appearance, won the 
best-of-five tlrst-round series 3-1 and 
will face the Atlanta Braves beginning 
W'ednesday night. 

Jim Leyriu continued his October 
heroics with another homer and Son 
Diego broke it open in the eighth with 
a two-iun triple bypinch-hitter John 
Vander Wal and a tuti-run homer by 
Wally Joyner. 

Tite Astrt^ remained winless in live 
posLsea.son series, allowing a pivotal 
si.xth'inning run with a pair of miscues 
and failing tosci^e in the seventh after 
putting runners on Hrsi and third with- 
none out. 

Johnstm again pitched just well 
enough to lose as Hitchcock, who 
began the year in the bullpen and 
whoM: 9-7 sea.son was inconsistent at 


best, baffled ihe Astros. Hitchcock 
struck out 1 1 over six innings, allcm- 
ing only one run and three hits without 
a walk. 

The .Astros made a seriiws anempi to 
end their postseason drought by 
acquiring Johnson from the Seanle 
.Mariners momems before the July 3) 
trading deadline. V^TuTe Johnson 
helped Houston to the NL Central title, 
he lost for the second time in the 
series, giving up just iw-o runs — one 
earned — and three hits in sixinnings 
with a walk and eight strikeouts. 

Johnson lost his fil'lh straight post- 
season decision since winning twice 
for Seattle in the 1 995 Di\ ision Series 
again.st the .New \'ork Yankees. 

Hitchcock, bypassed for a start in 
Game Three in favor of KevinBrown, 
was as dominant as the Padre ace who 
struck out 16 over eight innings to 
defeat Johnson in the series opener. 

Hitchcock was untouchable in the 
first three innings. leiiringall nine bat- 
ters with seven strikeouts as many of 
the Astros falledto connect on off 
speed pitches outside the strike zone. 

Lcyritz opened the scoring with a 
leadolT homer in the second, belting a 
full-count pitch from Johnson 422 feet 
to left field for his sixth career post- 
season homer and third of the serie.s. A 
sevemh-innins homer bv Le\'riiz lifted 


San Diego to a 2- 1 win in Game Three 
and his ninth-inning blast tied Game 
Two before Houston came back to 
even the series. 

Son Diego's second run came with 
ample assistance from Houston. Left 
fielder Moises Alou and shortstop 
Ricky Gutierrez failed tocommunicate 
on a two-out fly ball by Greg Vaughn 
that landed between them and was 
generously scored a double. Alou 
glanced at Guriem?z,who appeared (o 
hesitate in pursuit, and the ball fell 
despite a sliding anempt by the out- 
fielder. 

Hou.sion appeared to be out of trou- 
ble when Ken Canuniti hit a routine 
ground ball to third base, but Sean 
Berry threw wildly past first baseman 
Jeff Bagwell as Vaughn scored. 

Vaughn'.s double snapped a .streak a 
12 straight baners retired by Johnson, 
who settled down after allowing the 
home run to Leyritzand a walk to 
Chris Gomez in the second. 

Houston scored its only run in the 
fourth. Craig Biggio stepped in front 
of a pitch to become the first Astro to 
reach base and hewent to second on a 
single by Richard Hidalgo. Derek Bell 
grounded into a double play, but Jeff 
Bagwell came through with a run- 
scorine single to centre. 


Bergkamp fires Gunners, Redknapp rescues Reds 


LONDON t.AFP) — 
Fomur Italy international 
Pierluigi Cosiraghi .scored 
his first goal for Chelsea 
but England star Jamie 
Redknapp rescued 

Liverpool with a late 
equaliser in a 1-1 draw at 
Anileld on Sunday. 

in the day's other English 
Picmiership match. Arsenal 
strikei^ Dennis Bergkamp 
and Nicolas Anelka redis- 
covered their goolscorisg- 
form as the reigning cham- 
pions crushed Ruud 
Cullit’.s Newcastle 3-0. 

Casiraj^’s 10th minute 
strike was not just his first 
goal fortbe team he joined 
for a dub record £5.4 mil- 
liCH) ($8.5 miiljon) in the 
summer, but also his first in 
all competitions since 

February. 

Chelsea, who bud suf- 
femd embarrassing S-l and 
4-2 defeats at AnfieJd in the 
past two seasons and have 
not won the fixmre since 
the PremicKhip began in 
1992. attacked the 
Merseyside giants from the 
outset 

A goal seemed inev'iiabie 
and it came after just 10 
minutes when Roberto Di 
Mmieo launched a superb 
pass from deep inside his 
ownhaif and Casiraghi con- 
trolled the ball on the half- 
volley. took iheball round 
the on rushing David James 
and calmly angled the ball 
inuKUi empty net. 

Liverpool were unable to 
create anything at this 
point, and <mly a Robbie 
Fowler cross-shot wide of 


the far post with Michael 
Owen closing in threatened 
to get them back into the 
game. 

But the home .side began 
to impose themselves 
towards the end of the first 
period as Jamie Redknapp 
and Oyvind Leonbardsen 
battled to regain control in 
the midfield. 

Fowler was proving to be 
the Reds* most potent 
threat and be hada 20- 
yarder that was agonisingly 
close and then a snapshot 
on thetum from Jason 
McAteer's cross that 
cleared the bar. 

But it was Redknapp w'ho 
finally grabbed the equalis- 
er Liveipool's more confi- 
dent second half perfor- 
mance deserved when 
hebent a 25-yard free kick 
into the bottom left comer 
of Ed de Goey's net seven 
minutes from time afier 
Michael Duberry had 
brought downFowler. 

In the day’s other match 
at Highbury. Bergkamp 
scored his first goal of the 
season and French young- 
ster Anelka scored bis sec- 
ond asihe Gunners repeated 


their F.A Cup final success 
over the Magpies. 

Dutch World Cup star 
Bergkamp added a second 
half penalty afterNewcastle 
defender Nikolaos Dabizas 
was sent off for a second- 
bookable ofience. 

He had the perfect chance 
to complete a hat-trick 
when subsiiutePhillippe 
Albert pulled him down in 
the box three minutes from 
the end but Newcastle 
'keeper Shay Given bril- 
lianUy kepi out hisspotkick. 
diving to his right. 

Bergkamp, the 

Premiership player of the 
year last season, mlsseda 
fol^n opportunity after 
just 10 minutes when he 
sliced arighi-foot volley 
nearer the comer flag than 
the far post. 

But he made amends on 
2 1 minutes when Anelka 
cut in from the right to 
deliver a low through-ball 
and Bergkamp dodged 
Stuart Pearce's lunging 
challenge before burying 
his drive beyond Shay 
Given. 

Bergkamp then turned 


provider in the 28tb minute 
but there was more than a 
suspicion of oftside as the 
Gunners went 2-0 up. 

Marc Overmars played 
the bail over the top and 
there was no flag from 
lineswoman Wendy Toms 
as Bergkamp raced 
clear.He could have scored 
himself, but saw Anelka 
arriving in supportand laid 
on an open goal tap-in for 
the Frenchman. 

Arsenal goalkeeper 
David Seaman was barely 
troubled as veterancentr^ 
defenders Tony Adams and 
Martin Keown kept a tight 
grip on England captain 
Alan Shearer. 

Newcastle's hopes of sal- 
vaging a result from the 
match effectively disap- 
peared after they were 
reduced to ten men 
wheoDabizas was sent off 
after 65 minutes, conceding 
a penalty in (he process. 

The Greek defender was 
given his marching orders 
after bringing down winger 
Ovemiars and Bergkamp 
coolly converted from the 
spoL 


NATIONAL TOURS 

TEL.: 5682053 5582054 Shmelsani 

SMARM AL SHEIKH 


Hotels A 
I Rates 
I Marriott 
^Movenpick 
Dreams Beach 


3 Nights 4 Days 
Every Friday 

169.00 
16AD0 

138.00 


4 Nights 5 Days 
Every Monday 
210.00 
210.00 
175.00 


, All Hotels are 5 Stars Deluxe with buffet breakfast 
Rates In Jordan Dinar Rates are per person in dbl 


FOR SALE 
New Deluxe Villa 


Excellent Location: Jabal Amman - 4th Circle. 

Area of Land; 2160 sq.m. 

Area of Building: 1 200 sq.m. 

Area of Garden: 1 750 sq.m. 

(planted and im'gated) 

Finishing: Deluxe: Top quality materials, fixtures and 
service equipment. 

Interested parties contact owner directly at 
phone number 4615400 


oqncr or nsx 


fiemtfWBtttdow 




Invitation for Prequalification 

The Govemmern Tendeis Directorate at the MinistTy ot Public Works and 
Mousing • Jordan is seeking Information; Irom interested Arab and 
Iniemational Consuttents and Contractors, that will tac&itate the pre^ali- 
fkation procedures when allying for pre-quanRcation at this Directorate. 
Interested Consultants and Conuactois are requested to provide the 
Government Tenders Directorate with the following before 15.12.1998 at 
this address — The Ministry of Public Works and Housing, Qovemmeni 
Tenders Directorate. Amman, Jordan. P.O. Box (1220), Tel: 5658311, Rue 
5857583:- 

1. General Information of Firms, Ownership, 
Facilities, Organisation Structure. 

2. Main Fields of EiqMrtence. 

3. Experience of Key personneL 

4. Rnandal Status for the last five years. 

5. Available Catalogues. 

6. Full address of the firm. 

Director General 
Eng. NAsser A!-Madadah 


FOR RENT 

Luxuriously furnished apartment (ground floor, 200 sq.m.) in 
Stweifieh - Amman (only for diplomats). Consists of master 
bedroom, 2 children bedrooms, 3 baforooms, 2 split units A/C, 
sateBite, telephone, beautrfui garden & terrace, ear parking. 
Mobile: 079/96077 


Ror Retnt: 


- UaTumished peathouse ipart of a villa) 3 bedrooms, 

3 batbrooms. terrace, 250 sqon. 

Heat: JD7500. 

- Uofumisfaed ground floor apartment, 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, e»r^g- 180 sqon. 

Rent JD4500 


Location: 7th Circle - For details call: 5865167 


VACANCIES 

The American Embassy in Amman has the following 
vacancies: 

Procurement Agent: to conduct Off-shore and local pro- 
curement of all expendable and non-expendaUe supplies; 
research and prepare solidtations for contracts; project 
future budget need; prepare all necessary reports and 
pending procurement actions; ensure all contracts are 
renewed in timely iashion. Applicants must have complet- 
ed secondary school; three to five years of experience; 
excellent English; and ability to use computers. 

Si»curitv Guard/Chauffeur: to drive the VIP's vehicle in 
secured manner and ensure the personal safety of the 
passengers. Applicants must have completed high school; 
three years of chauffeur experience; valid driving license; 
and good English. 

Only qualified applicants should submit an application 
form (available at the Embassy gate) to the Personnel 
Office prior to October 18, 1998. 
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Only Israeli movement can bring 
about accord — Palestinians 


JERICHO (AP) — On die eve 
of U.S. Secretaiy of State 
Madeleine Albdght’s anival, a 
tc^ Palestinian official said 
mthout Israeli concessions, 
her latest peace efforts *Nvon't 
go anywhOT.” 

Palestinian n^odator Saeb 
Eiekat, speaking to Associated 
Press Telev^on News 
(APTN) in die West Bank 
town of Jericho, also accused 
the fTtintnn arimmigtratin n of 

allowing Israel to drag its feet 
on tivmg up to past acoxds. 

"I ho^ Madame Altaight 
will end this cycle — meeting 
and arr anging other meetings, 
giving [Israeli IMme VGnister 
Benyamin] Netanyahu the 
extra miles — because this 
must stop and we must move 
to substance,'* he told AFTN. 

“We believe that without a 
dear-cut Netanyahu 'yes' to 


the American initiative and all 
its components, I diinir we 
won't go anywhere." Erekal 
said. 

The Palestinians earlier this 
year accepted terms of an 
American-authored plan for 
an Israeli troop pullb^ in die 
West Bank, but Netanyahu 
balked, ddng secud^ con- 
cerns. Talks in the United 
States last week tqiparently 
bixHj^bt the two sicte closer 
togetiber, howevec 

Albright was to meet 
Tuesday — separately — 
with Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat Her visit is meant to 
lay the growdwock for an 
Israeli-Palestinian summit in 
Washington sometime around 
Oct 15. 

Albright was to spend only 
two days in the r^oiL but was 


acconq^ed mediator 

Dennis Ross, who will likely 
stay lon^ to try to coax tte 
two sides as close to an accord 
as possible before any summit 

Israeli officials had no 
fmmeHiaie comment on 
Erekat's remarks. Much of the 
counby was shut down for the 
Jewish holiday of Suklmt 
which lasts for one wedc. but 
main commemoradons were 
Monday. 

However, Netanyahu has 
consistently said that no deal is 
possible without hater securi- 
ty cooperation fix»n Arafat’s 
Palestinian N^onal 

Autbodiy. The Palestinians 
say even diligent efforts can- 
not provide total protection 
against attacks on Israel by 
Islamists. 

On Monday's holiday, the 
Palestinian lands remained 


sealed off, as they have been 
for much of the time since a 
senes of Jewish holid^ 
b eginnin g with the New Year 
on Sept 20. 

In inqx)sing the closure, 
Israel cited ■ security threats 
from the Islamic resistance 
movement Hamas. w4iich 
threatened revenge after two 
of its top members were slain 
last nxxtdi by Israeli troops 
who laided tbeii West Bank 
hideout 

Hamas has killed dozens of 
Israelis in suicide bombmgs 
since 1994. 

In the Gaza Strip, about 300 
people sta^ a rally to 
dernand & release of 
Palestinian prisoners held by 
Israel. Sbei^ Ahmad Yassin, 
the spiritual leader of Hamas, 
attended, but did not address 
the crowd. 



Palestinians blame Israel for prisoner death 


GAZA (R) — A Palestiman 
ofBdal OQ Monday blamed 
Israel for the de^ of a 
Palestinian who bad spent 10 
mo nths in jail for illegally 
entering the Jewish state. 

The F^estinian Centre for 
Human Pi ghts sa id Ahmad 
Asfour, 23, died in an Israeli 
hospital on Sunday. The groiqp 
dernanded an Investigation into 
the circumstances sunounding 
his death, sayirtg it doubted the 
Israeli version. 

A ^keswoman for Israel's 
prison's authority said Asfour 
died frran wounds sustained 
when he tried to hang himself 
inhiscelL 

Asfour had arrived in the 
PalestiniaD-tuled Gaza Strip 
from Yemen earlier this year to 


visit his family. 

After eoteiiog Israel without 
a pennit he was jailed in 
Beersbeba prison for six 
montiis at fiik, and dien fix a 
further four montiis, said 
Hisham Abdul Razek, 

Mftsrinian ministw of for 

prisoner affairs. 

The prison's autiiori^ 
spokeswoman, Odt Messer- 
Haiel, said Isi^ 1^ Asfoui; 
who she said was a citizen of 
Yemen, in detenticm v^iile it 
looked for a countiy to take 
him. 

Messer-Harel said. depot 
him to Yemen was impossible 
because we feared for his life 
because retumiiig prisonos to 
countries wife whi(± we do not 
have relations, in partim tar 


Arab couDbies, can put their 
lives in danger" Abd^ Razek 
said Israel should have handed 
Asfour to the Palestinian 
National Audiority. 

'The Israeli aufeodties kept 
him in jail for an extra fom 
months and tefiised to hand 
him over to us after be had fin- 
ished his term... therefore Israel 
is obviously cespoistble, no 
matter bow he died," Abdul 
Razdc told Reuters. 

Hve hundred protesters, wav- 
ing flags and photographs of 
Palestinian detainess in Israeli 
jaQs, marched through Gaza on 
bfouday, deman(£ng Israel 
release ^ ptisonas. 

Abdul Razek said Israel still 
held about 3,400 Palestimans. 

The minister said fee release 


of prisoners would be dis- 
cus^ along wife <Mher out- 
standing issues from the inter- 
im peace accords in a meeting 
betvteen I^ilestinian and IsraeO 
officials and U.S. envc^ Dennis 
Ross beginning on Tuesd^. 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albri^ is due to 
arrive in the r^on on l\iesd^ 
in a bid to finaUK an agreement 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians over a long- 
delayed Israeli troop pullback 
from die Bank. 

“Our message to fee 
Americans is that they should 
practise socae pressure on 
laael to honour the a^eements 
regarding the release of all 
Palestinian prisoners," Abdul 
Razek said. 


WEST BANK CLOSURE: A Phlestiniaii man looks at an Israeli soldier patrolling in 
the West Bank city of Hebron on Monday. Israelis on Monday celebrated the Jewish 
holiday of Sukkot despite fears of attacks, the day passed uneventfoliy. with the 
Palestinian lands remaining sealed off. The West Bank stayed quiet too, even 
Hebron, where there had been clashes on the previous five days (AP photo) 



Taleban’s supreme leader warns Iran of ‘serious steps’ 


ISLAMABAD (K) — The 
Taleban's supreme leader 
told Iran on Monday that no 
foreign power had ever sub- 
dued Afghanistan and 
vo^ed to take "serious 
steps" if Tehran "inter- 
forred." 

Mullah Mobammad 
Omar's hardlin e statement 
was broadcast on the 
Taleban's Shariat Radio as a 
U.N. envoy held talks with 
Iranian leaders to try to 
defiise a war of words 
between the S unni Muslim 
milida and its predominant- 
ly Shiite neighbour. 

"If this [li^an] interfer- 
ence continues, then our 
people would take serious 
ste|^," the radio, monitored 
in Pakistan, quoted Omar as 


saying in a statement 

r.,akhadar Ibrahkni. an 
Algerian diplomat, was sent 
to the re^on by foreiga 
ministers of a "six plus two" 
contact group ' of 
Afghanistan's neighbours 
plus Russia and the United 
States to try to cool the row. 
which bqgan last month. 

After earlier talks in Abu 
Dhabi with Ibrahimi Wakil 
Ahmad, a senior Taleban 
official, said the mili tia did 
not want war with neigh- 
bouring Iran and was look- 
ing forward to hearing 
Tehran's views on ways to 
ease tensions. 

"The war, if it happened, 
God foibid. would not be in 
the interest of either Iran or 
Afghanistan." Ahmad told 


reporters in Abu Dhabi. "I 
do not think there will be a 

II * t 

war. 

"We have met Lakhdar 
forahuni in Abu Dhabi by 
chance [and talked about] 
the crisis. But the real talks 
would be when he returns 
from Tehran," Ahmad said 

Iran massed tens of thou- 
sands of troops on its bor- 
ders after nine Iranian diplo- 
mats went missing and were 
later found killed when the 
Taleban overran the opposi- 
tion bastion of Mazar-e- 
Sharif in a summer cam- 
paign to tighten its grip on 
the country. 

Omar said the nine 
Iranians were conducting 
"espionage" and added: 
"Ir^ interferes in our inter- 


nal affairs blatantly and we 
have and reserve the right to 
take measures against it" 

The Taleban leadership 
has acknowledged that its 
fighters killed fee Iraruans 
and has promised to catch 
and punish those responsi- 
ble but refuses Iran's truest 
feat it make a public a^lo- 
gy and hand over fee killers. 

The Taleban have accused 
Iran of numerous violations 
of its airspace and of arming 
and supplying its opposition 
foes, most of which have 
been routed in a campaign 
feat has increased fee 
Taleban’s control of fee 
country to around 95 per 
cent. 

Iran has accused fee 
Taleban of ethnic reprisals 


against minority Shiites of 
fee Hazara ethnic group in 
its takeover of opposition 
areas in fee centre and noith 
of fee country. 

Omar repeated fee 

Taleban's demand feat it be 
recognised as the legitimate 
government in Kabul by 
virtue of fee spread of its 
control and its imposition of 
strict Islamic law after years 
of anarchy and factional 
warfare. 

"When a government 

brings stability and peace, 
fe^ its recognition should 
be automatic." said Omar, 
whose administration is 
recognised only ' by 
Pakistan. Saudi Ai^ia and 
fee United Arab Emirates. 

The U.N. seat is occupied 


by Burfaanuddin Rabbani. 
whose government was top- 
pled when fee Taleban, 
wtuch comes from fee 
southern Pasbtun ethnic 
group, seized power in 
1996. 

Ahmad said the Taleban 
bad asked Ibrahimi to bravel 
to Kabul, but he re^ed, 
saying he had not been 
authorised to do so. 

A U.N. travel ban imposed 
for security reasons prevents 
any visit to Afghanistan. 

The Taleban spokesman 
said he was in the UAE for 
talks on the situation in 
Afghanistan. On Monday he 
met Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh 
Hamdan Ben Zaid A1 
Nahayan to convey a verbal 


message from Taleban 
leader Omar to UAE 
President Sheikh Zaid Ben 
Sultan A1 Nahayan. 

The U.N. puUed out of 
Afghanistan in August after 
one of its Italian militaiy 
staff was shot dead in a 
Kabul street and wants secu- 
rity guarantees and 
improved working condi- 
tions for fee resumption of a 
major relief operation. 

Most private aid agencies 
withdrew from A fghanistan 
earlier feat monfe after a 
row wife the Taleban. who 
wanted the predo minantl y 
Western agencies to live in a 
derelict college and to pay 
fee million dollars required 
for its renovation. 


Tradition goes high-tech In Gulf 


DUBAI (AFP) — Hunting has 
been a part of life in Gulf Arab 
countries for centuries. Until the oil 
boom, it was fee main and some- 
times only source of meat for feose 
living in this desert region. 

Since then skyscrapers have shot 
up, roads have replaced sand tracks 
and meat comes covered in plastic 
and bar codes rather than fur or 
feathers. 

But traditions die hard in fee Gulf 
Arab states and even fee youth, 
more used to a life of mobile 
phones, four-wheel drives and 
shopping malls, have taken to it 
with enthusiasm. 

Wife fee new generations have 
come new ideas, trends and equip- 
ment that might have made their 
grandfathers raise an eyebrow or 
two. 

This is tradition, but it is high- 
tech tradition and unless there are 
flashing lights and lasers today's 
hunters are unlikely to be interest- 
ed. 

A few decades ago. all a hunter 
needed in the Gulf was a falcon, a 
good horse or camel and a few days 
^ supplies. Nowadays no seff- 
respecting hunter goes out wife less 
technology than it takes to launch 
fee space shuttle. 

The falcon, around which hunt- 
ing is still based, remains some- 
thing of a national emblem, found 
on eveiything from corporate logos 
to bank notes. 

But camels and horses have been 
replaced by utility vehicles, the sun 
has been replaced with global posi- 
tioning systems and wonies about 
the weather are taken care of with 
weather monitors. 

Nor are people restricted by day- 
ligbL Night vision binoculars mean 
t^t hunting is now a 24 hour activ- 
ity. These binoculars start at a cou- 


ple of hundred dollars but can go 
much higher depending on fee 
sophistication. 

Indeed, so complex has falconry 
become feat it has spawned a mini- 
industiy supplying accessories and 
equipment to fee modern-day Gulf 
hunter. 

Telecom companies have stepped 
in wife the latest satellite phones 
costing as much as $7,0(X} for the 
latest model. For smaller wallets 
there are radios at about half t^t 
price. 

Either way, the desert is a large 
place noted for its lack of signposts 
and landmarks, so for many this 
sort of high-tech communications 
has become an essential part of fee 
pastime. 

“There is a fascination for gad- 
gets and a passion for bunting in 
this region." said Brad Wood, 
owner of what he says is fee only 
company in the Western hemi- 
sphere to rely solely on fee sale of 
falcons and accessories. 

His U.S.-based company, 
Noithwood Ltd., considers fee Gulf 
one of its hottest markets and has 
set up a partnership with a Saudi 
firm in Riyadh, selling SOO differ- 
ent types of accessories through 
shops, mail order and fee IntemeL 

“Once technology companies 
found the Arabs would spend sev- 
eral thousand dollars on technology 
for feeir falconry they really zeroed 
in on this markeC* Wo^ said, 
holding up a S1.5<X) falcon tracker. 

*This is to track fee falcon back 
after an unsuccessful chase, when 
fee falcon can ffy several l^ome- 
tres away," he said. 

Wood also sells some more 
unusual gadgetry including a 
remote control trampoline-style 
pigeon launcher, which looks as 
bizarre as it sounds. 


The pigeon is placed 
into fee miniature tram- 
poline, which folds over 
fee top of it A remote 
controlled spring mech- 
anism then launches fee 
doomed bird into fee air 
for fee falcon to chase. 

“I like this new tech- 
nology, it has made 
everyfeing easy," said 
Mohammad, a young 
Emirati. His father, who 
said be had been hunt- 
ing wife falcons for 30 
years, nodded his 
approval. 

'The more technology 
fee better. It can only 
make things easier and 
it means we nearly 
always catch our prey," 
said Ali, another 
Emirati, as he stroked 
his personal falcon 
perched on his wrist 

But despite all these 
innovations there is still one crucial 
necessity missing for some would- 
be hunters. Somewhere to hunt 

Hunting has been banned in most 
of fee United Arab Emirates in the 
south of Gulf after fears feat fee 
sparse local wildlife was being 
wiped out. 

Nor is fee ban likely to be lifted 
soon. “It is possible, but not in fee 
near future. We just don't know 
enough yet about fee local wildlife 
to make a judgement on that" the 
head of the UAE's avian research 
centre Frederic Launay said. 

So instead of domestic bunting, 
people are going abroad, mostly to 
P akistan and Morocco, although 
countries like Khazakstan. 
Uzbekistan and Turiunenisian are 
also starting to become popular. 

There are also new markets open- 



ing up in further flung places like 
southern Africa. South African 
safari companies in particular are 
hoping for business from the Gulf. 

^th safari packages costing any- 
thing from a few thousand to tens 
of thousands of dollars it is a busi- 
ness worth pursuing. 

But some say the idea will never 
catch on because fee local tradition 
of catching small game is too 
deeply ingrained. 

“^ople want to do traditional 
hunting. That means wife falcons 
for bustards, desert hares and stone 
curlews. Some have switched to 
safaris and some have tried things 
like pheasant shooting, but most 
have stuck to traditional hunting." 
said Martin Jones, a British suppli- 
er of falconry equipment 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Libya sends team for U.N. talks ' 

TUNIS (R) — A Libyan legal team has left for New York to 
discuss with UN. officials arrangements for a trial in the 
Netherlands of two Libyan suspects in fee 1988 bc^bing of 
a Pan Am airiiner, Libya's official news agency JANA report- 
ed on Monday. The agency, received in Tunis, said the Libyan 
team would seek guarantees feat fee two suspects would not 
be transfened to the United States or Britain from the 
Nedierlands. It did ntX specify when fee team left and did not 
name its members. 

‘SLA can withdraw without mediation’ 

BEIRUT (AFP) — If the Israeli-allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) intends to withdraw from a Christian enclave it con- 
trols north of the Israeli-occupied zone, it should do so with- 
out waiting for foreign mediatioa, Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bweiz said Mond^. “If [SLA chief Antoine] Lahad 
really wants to withdraw unconditionally, he can do it with- 
out waiting for mediation, international or (^rwise." Bweiz 
told a press conference here. “If be withdraws completely 
and quickly, and if he vows that ii is a true and total wife- 
drawal. Lebanon will exercise its responsibilities " he said. 
General Lahad told a meeting of local officials Saturday feat 
be had “no objection to studying a solution for the Jezane 
enclave along fee lines of the KfarfaJus solution." an SLA 
spokesman told AFP. 

Earthquake jolts Iranian province 

TEHRAN (AP) — An earthquake with a 53 
rocked several towns in western Iran on Monday, damagine 
houses but causing no deaths, the Islamic RepubUc l^s 
Agency reported. Ihe quake damaged at least 100 houses in 
fee town of Daneh Shahr and sunounding villages in Dam 
province, fee agency said. It was the second quake to hit fee 
town m less fean 24 hours. On Sunday, Darrch Shahr was 
jolted by a 4.8 magmtude quake, it said. 

Students call for freedom of the press 

TEHRAN (W -- A student committee on Monday called 

for freedoin of speech m Iran and criticised the anest oT^ 

j<^aUsts. lUe Committee of Students 

Defends Political Prisoners accused a Tehran court of usine 

'■ilfegal and undOTocnitic methods" when it questioned five 
wmers last week for trying revive a writers' association. It 
warned in a statement that feese measures “would lead onlv 
to a secunty cnsis." It did not elaborate ^ 
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